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: 20 Years Aher the Hippie Invasion of San Francisco 
i 

L Summer of Love Infiltrated the Modern World 
• 
fh~ · . f' By MARK A. STEIN, Tima Staff~~ 

• --= •-sA.~ FRA.1\l'CISCO-Forget the counterculture bunt into·the· pub-
i.;-wn. Fbrget the North Pole. For lie consciousness 20 IUIJllllerl ago. 
: ODe brief summer back in 1967, the · The Vietnam War has ended, the 
~world revolved around the inter- basic nature of affluence in . the 
:-~tion of Haight and Ashbury affluent IOciety h.as changed. and 
··streets !n San Francisco, the Holly- hippies have become a com.!ortable. 
!: wood and Vine of Hippiedom. almost quaint, anaclu·oni.sm. , 
0 It was the Summer of Love, a But the flash of history repre-
~1ime when youth flowed to San 1ented by the Summer of Love has 
:t.P'rancisco hoping to remake the had lasting effects oo both the 
,-_orld with flowers. innocence and nation and this city, in ways rang-
k LSD. ing from a broadly based environ-
,... Much has changed since the mentalist movement an1f a general 
~ "'turn on, t1me in and drop out" dist.."USt of authority to new atti-
~ 

tudes toward le% and a • chronic 
problem with illegal drugs. ' 

.-r'be whole legacy of that cul­
tural revolution in the mid-'60s ia 
extremely import.ant,'' sa.id histotj­
an KeTin Starr, media fellow at the 
Hoover Institute. •• "Attitudes to­
ward 90cial relationships . ; . that 
wett considered eccentric 20 years 
ago are mainstream America now.•• . 

"San Francisco wu a we~. 
the headquarters ill tome sense, • 
recalls Todd Gitlin, an author, 
essayist and usociate'}'rofe380r of 
aociology at UC Berkeley. "People, · 
at least in the Midwest, weren't 
loolti.'18 to New York for cultural 

F cues. They looked to San Francis-
L co." 
r···-· San Franciaco . ''popular.zed an 
t attitude," said feminist journalist 

~

..!_. Dei.rdre English, who a., a teen •a,• . 
. ~ made a pilgrimage from Chicago 

,. - that summer. "The attitude wu 
~: . one · d seu:ing . life. '"'feeling free; 

··i 

f
.. leeling that if ,we do not like 

•. ' 

something we ean change it; feel­
ing thett WU this critical maas· af 
people who wanted to N!'ject inher­
ited, authoritarian ,' conformist 

• ideas and maice the world our 
own." 

- • San Francisco. which sened as 
ground-!e!'O for this euttuni ex­
plosion, has shared its fallout . 
Haight-Ashbury has changed­
more expensive types of trendy 

• !lhQps now l.iM Haight Street and 
~ once - neglected Victorian 
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LOVE: FlashbaclrOD"San -Francisco , ~ 
C-tl-■ .. fr•mPa,•l 
homea adopted by hippie com­
mWlea are now IUDOng Lhe moat 
coveted houaing in town .. But the 
'MQ workina-clua neighborhood 
ilJll hoita the av,nt f&rdo aa well 
a, ~h• old gwu-d. 
• The city it.aelf alto continue& lo 

reflect the new life 1tyiea ushered 
in by the count.erculture. It hu the 
highest percen1.&11e1 of aingle-per­
lOO and ain,le-p.,-ent houaeholda 
of.any city in the nation. It aw ll 
t~ l,UlOlficial cap)t&l of the hu -
man-pot.ential movement, with it.I 
aelf • ~ ~ 80\f ·tc;~~ fU· 
rua. 

• San Franc~o alao remaina an 

I lndividualiat'a Xanadu, where the 

1 
Wippie cry, "Do .your own thing!" 

I served lo Incubate a new cornuco-

1 

pi& of C&uaffa-women'a li~ration, 
•· sa, n,ht.t, aeruor citizen power, 

em,nciP4llWn of mental patient, 
~0<1 accommodMUon ot "mobility-

t
, qn~ penoau," a, well aa ef­
fo~ &o ave the wh&lea, prot.ect 

'. ~•foro,ta and politically empower 
CVtJ'Y racial, ethnic and sexual 
col\lLltuancy with • tyoewriter U)9 

" 1" .0.nt,...,,...;•• ,...., 1 • • ..... .. . ~. 
,· - ;...,,..u_. ea.u.a· 

"It hu made Sao Franciaco the 
alternatin political capital of 
A~" aakf Starr, with IOPle . . , . . w • " 

~"lttook~Franciacoout : • ;· • ' • •• • ' ''., .\ • ·, . ! l'.l' 1 ' -t: ••. 
oi 1lh,o fDAinll,l'q{Q of Amefie&Q ' '~ii Joplin pjijyad ~Q MOO\O~V Pop f~&itival'An Juf)Al,·: 1au1,. 
cit.iu and made tt ui eccentric •••• . f • . 1 • .••.•. ,, • ., \'.-. ~"~:ir,, . \~ :.i.. -· ,, • . 
lttemative capital." road-an<t to $an Franciaco. T}le 

J;)Mpite ita effect .on the ctty, or Beata flounahed ln North ~(lch, man- becauae of it, the Swnmer of • eventually overflowing into th, 
LQv• wW pua almQst unnoticed by ~w-rent lwght-.uhbury diitrict. 
the San Franciaco EatabU.ahmem, That wu the start of bohemian- : 
IPOk,llmen, for MQ'Qt ~e Fein- ...... ~ .-~aa~. whle~ ltOOft-1 
11tetn-anc1 the city C'4nventioJl and ,Wted to 4r4lW white, n\idple-~la&1 : 
Vi,itpn Bureau aaid they have nQ young11t9!r11-diamlHed by U1e , 
p._.. for any celebraUo,i. lndeod. . Beal.a u "hippie," ~~ of ~ <;if . 
cii.y offlci&ll were reluc&anUvtr"o : p,eudo-htp attitude. -" • J 
._ the anniveraary. Hipple• fiouriahed in the early , 

lllvaq UQOIOc'-1 ,vent.I are few. '60a fQr teveral reuona, ,ociolo- . 
An art~heute' Lbfa~ 1.n the ..-ea ,ata 1ay, including a new youth­
~ a mlllU•~ ahow ear• oriented culture, an unprecedented 
lief Lhit ,-,; and UC Berkeley • number of teen-agen, a period of · 
•l)OlllONd • ltllWW' QJl the '$)1 • unparalleled affluence ·•nd the 
~ lui ~b. The final popular ,enae of Am~ deetiny 
eveal bappena Ulia _mQrning, w,!len IU\d power. At the same lime, the,e 
a wt producer will bolt an All truths were l,ainted by wrenching 
IMtµ)II Paradt1'' down Hai1ht :, .«><:i&l eventa, auch u the aaauai~ , 
S4'efl, a .. community celebration" nauon of PrC#idenl John F. Kenne• l 
lo 09Jden Gate Park and a combl- dy, a brutal react.ion l,o ~he ~lvtl 
~ concen and poelry ~ right.I movement, the deepening 
'1q • . ~~i&reet niabtA.lut>;. : ·i . Vi~tnam War and a Ung~~-

••·J•rf...._. ...... , , 1 
• 

1 •ttyovernuclearweapona. . , 
"T • • • • "Thoae were the iuuea that cut • 
l,.ocal new1papers, magazine• through the b.s .. that cut thrQu,b t 

an4 t.elevi,ion .iaUona have offerod l,he traqitional value sya~ ... con- ! 
noa&a1'1C recapa of the aummer. but eluded cultural historian Peter , 
Saa J'ranciloo lt.telf aeema too buay ' c~u. author of a number of . . I ·~ Wiln ~~ful~~ ~nd ~uich time boolta and euaya on both the '60a • 
ro1,9&11~11U),t .. ., """v,r..,. t.t put. • and the effect thty bad on tht "108. 

rHippiea, alter all, were juat ~nother "My aenae of it l1 the poliUcal iauu. 
' chapter In the ~ ~ty'J ~y •;, were the one, that really broke the 

boheQ\i&n tualory. back of the culture, / anct then 
liaD Franc:ilco bu long repre- ' allowed 1u.., OP\U\~I.L\rt) ·w 

.. nr..d a frontier, in ae\'eral eonaea. aurface." 
Born u a boom town in ~ Gold 
R. U• Yll'Y fOWld,Uon WU laid T• .utla ef LID 
by aocla! cut.off• apd dreamy Ah10 important were, of al 
~ ol every convtcUon. The thinga, two phannaceuticall, One 
wlde-open W e,t bu alway• repre. waa the birth conLrol pU.l, The othor 
..._t,ec1 freedom and pou:tbWty In waa LSD. • • 
~ ~~ piYChf, IO~ Fran- ' " I think it needa lo be eatabliahed 
cilQ>-.,al. • t.lM qe ·•of IN eonU- . firmly, flally and fin&lly that wh&t 
nent-wu !Ill, ~\ cxtenaion -- we caU 'the '00.' would never have 
9' UMlfl ~ happened bad It not peen for 
~ co11.l(J111ial Rob Mor,e paychedellc druga," novelliil Tom 

rec;enUy mUNd lhal tht dty wu "a Robbil\l Ai~ durln1 the recent UC 
perfected Bo1tor, , . , a place ,8orkeley colloquium on the ~e. 
w'!r.:• the values of ToQr..-u lµ\Q Lyaergic acid cliet.l\ywni<¥, or 
tht traMcenden~t.t have rooil· • LSD, waa imroduced Lo ' the; 
eel, wilholil ihe1 ,uuat Purit&QIJm H&ight-Allhbury 1ubculture cour­
and no~ ne<:k ·~ of the to'VO fl t,eay of the Department ot Defel'Ule. 
~ and c;od." ..........__ ' : Several hiaiorlan11, Including 

.. ~ a nauve aon ·ot '441111· Charles Perry, note that Defem1e 

I 
ch~ Jack K,rou.a,c, I.GOit . the o,p•rtment researchers at tl)e 
1,-·_ "~ QeJW~~~ .. on ~ Pl...-~JtQY~f.ft•P 

• 
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