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Dear San Francisco Voter,

You are receiving this Voter Information Pamphlet and Sample Ballot because you live in Congressional District 12 
and a vacancy has recently occurred for this office of the United States House of Representatives. District 12 
encompasses parts of San Francisco and San Mateo counties; both counties are conducting this special election in 
accordance with the Governor’s Proclamation of February 12, 2008.
 
This April 8 Special Congressional Open Primary Election is being held to elect a candidate to serve the remainder 
of the term for Congressional District 12. All candidates will appear together on the same ballot, regardless of party 
affiliation, and voters may vote for any of the candidates, regardless of the voter’s party affiliation.

If a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast, he or she will be declared the winner and will serve the remain-
der of the current term that ends on January 3, 2009. However, if no candidate receives a majority of the votes, the 
candidates who received the most votes within each party will compete in another special election on June 3, 
2008.  

It is important to note that this election is to select a person who will complete the time remaining in the present 
term for this office. In the June 2008 and November 2008 elections, you will again be voting for candidates for 
Congressional District 12 for the next two-year term, which begins on January 3, 2009.

You may vote in person on or before Election Day beginning on March 24, 2008 outside our office in City Hall, 
Room 48, from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Weekend voting is available on April 5 and 6, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. If you 
have moved, changed your name, or need to make changes to your registration information, the last day to re-reg-
ister to vote for this election is March 24, 2008. The last day to request a vote-by-mail ballot is April 1, 2008.

The back cover of this voter guide provides the location of your polling place. Voters can also obtain this and other 
important election information from our Web site, www.sfgov.org/elections

Respectfully,

John Arntz, Director

Department Of Elections
City and County of San Francisco

www.sfgov.org/elections

John Arntz
Director

March 3, 2008

Voice (415) 554-4375 
Fax (415) 554-7344

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 48
San Francisco CA 94102-4634

Vote-by-Mail Fax (415) 554-4372
TTY (415) 554-4386
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Purpose of the Voter Information Pamphlet

The purpose of this pamphlet is to provide voters with their sample ballot and important voting information.

You may bring this pamphlet with you to your polling place. In addition, every precinct is supplied with a copy 
of the Voter Information Pamphlet. Please ask a pollworker if you would like to see it.

The Department of Elections delivers the Voter Information Pamphlets to the Post Office for delivery to indi-
vidual voters. If you do not receive your pamphlet by March 24, 2008, please contact your local Post Office and 
the Department of Elections.

This pamphlet is also available in Chinese and Spanish.

這本手冊有中文版，如果要索取中文版，請致電：(415) 554-4367。

Este folleto también está disponible en español. Para solicitar una copia, por favor llame al 415-554-4366.

Important Election Dates for the April 8, 2008 
Special Congressional Open Primary Election

Deadline to register to vote: 	 March 24, 5 p.m.

First day of Early Voting at City Hall (see page 7):	 March 24

Deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot (see page 7): 	 April 1, 5 p.m.

Deadline for new citizens to register and vote (see page 8):	 April 1, 5 p.m.

Election Day:	 April 8, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Accessible Voting and Services for Voters With Disabilities

Vote-by-Mail before Election Day – Vote-by-Mail voters are mailed an official ballot prior to the 
upcoming election, which allows them to vote privately and at their own leisure. Any registered 
voter may request to vote by mail in any election. A Vote-by-Mail application can be found on 
the back cover of this pamphlet. For more information, see page 7.

Early Voting in City Hall – For this special election, early voting will begin on March 24 and con-
tinue through Election Day. During this time a voter may come to the Department of Elections on 
the ground floor of City Hall and vote. City Hall is fully accessible from any of its four entrances. 
The polling station at City Hall is equipped with all of the assistance tools provided at all polling 
places on Election Day. For more information, see page 7.

Access to the Voter Information Pamphlet – The San Francisco Public Library for the Blind and 
Print Disabled, at 100 Larkin Street, distributes recorded copies of the Voter Information Pamphlet 
on cassette. To request a copy call Martin Magid at 415-557-4253. These are also available  
at the Department of Elections. In addition, you may access a PDF or text copy of the Voter  
Information Pamphlet online on the Department of Elections Web site: www.sfgov.org/elections

Election Day Assistance – Voters with, but not limited to, sight and mobility impairments have 
the option to use an accessible voting machine. This machine is designed to assist voters with 
specific needs to vote independently and privately.  This assistive terminal is available at every 
polling place on Election Day. For instruction on its use, please see page 16.

Other Forms of Assistance at the Polling Place:
Personal Assistance – A voter may bring up to two persons, or pollworkers, into the voting 
booth to receive assistance in marking his or her ballot. 

Curbside Voting – If a voter is unable to enter a polling place, pollworkers can be asked to 
bring the necessary voting materials to the voter.

Reading Tools – Every polling place is provided with large print instructions on how to mark a  
ballot and special optical sheets to magnify the print on the ballot.

Seated Voting – Every polling place has at least one voting booth that allows voters to vote 
while in a seated position.

Voting Tools – Every polling place has two easy-grip pens for signing the roster and marking 
the ballot.

TTY (Teletypewriter Device) – The Department of Elections can also be reached via TTY by 
calling 415-554-4386.

If your polling place is not functionally accessible, you may call 415-554-4551 prior to Elec-
tion Day to find out the location of the nearest accessible polling place within your district. For 
accessible polling place information on Election Day, or further information on accessibility for 
the upcoming election, please contact the Department of Elections at 415-554-4375.
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Multilingual Voter Services: 
Voter Assistance in Chinese and Spanish

多種語言選民服務 :
選民中文和西班牙文語言協助

Servicios Multilingües para los Electores: 
Asistencia para los Electores en Chino y Español

In compliance with federal law and local ordinance, the Department of Elections provides services to voters and official 
election materials in Chinese and Spanish, in addition to English. Multilingual voter services include:

•	 Translated election materials including: ballots, voter registration forms, voter notices, vote-by-mail ballot  
applications and instructions, and Voter Information Pamphlets.

•	 Telephone assistance in Chinese and Spanish, available Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and from  
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day.

	 •	 Telephone Assistance in Chinese: 415-554-4367

	 •	 Telephone Assistance in Spanish: 415-554-4366

•	 Instructional signs in English, Chinese and Spanish at all polling places on Election Day.

•	 Chinese and Spanish bilingual pollworker assistance at designated polling places on Election Day.

•	 Voter information in Chinese and Spanish on our Web site at www.sfgov.org/elections

中文選民服務

依照聯邦法律和地方法令，選務處提供選民中文服務和官

方選舉資料。中文服務包括：

•	 已翻譯的選舉資料，其中包括：選票、選民登記表

格、選舉預告、郵寄選票申請表格和指南以及選民資

料手冊。

•	 由星期一至星期五上午 8 時至下午 5 時及選舉日上午  
7 時至晚上 8  時提供的中文電話協助：�415-554-4367。

•	 於選舉日在每個投票站提供中文的說明標牌。

•	 於選舉日在指定的投票站提供中文語言協助。

•	 在選務處網站 (www.sfgov.org/elections) 提供中文選舉	

資料。

中文版的選民資料手冊

除了英文版選民資料手冊之外，選務處還提供中文版的選

民資料手冊。如果你想要選務處郵寄給你一本中文版的選

民資料手冊，請致電：415-554-4367。

Asistencia para los Electores en Español

Conforme a la ley federal y el reglamento municipal, el 
Departamento de Elecciones proporciona materiales electo- 
rales y asistencia a los electores en español. Servicios para 
los electores en español incluyen:

•	 Materiales electorales traducidos incluyendo: la boleta 	 	
	 electoral, el formulario de inscripción para votar, avisos  
	 a los electores, solicitudes e instrucciones para votar por 		
	 correo y el Folleto de Información para los Electores.

•	 Asistencia telefónica en español disponible de lunes a 	 	
	 viernes de 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. y en el Día de las Elecciones 
	 de 7 a.m. a 8 p.m. llamando al 415-554-4366.

•	 Rótulos con las instrucciones en español en los lugares de 	
	 votación el Día de las Elecciones.

•	 Trabajadores electorales bilingües en los lugares de 	 	
	 votación designados.

•	 Información electoral en nuestro sitio Web en español: 	 	
	 www.sfgov.org/elections

El Folleto de Información para los Electores en español 
Además del Folleto de Información para los Electores en 
inglés, el Departamento de Elecciones provee un Folleto de 
Información para los Electores en español a los electores 
que lo soliciten. Si desea recibir un Folleto de Información 
para los Electores en español, por favor llame al 
415-554-4366.
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Q — Who can vote?
A — U.S. citizens, 18 years or older, who are registered to 
vote in San Francisco on or before March 24, 2008.

Q — When do I vote?
A — Election Day is Tuesday, April 8, 2008. Your polling 
place will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Q — Where do I go to vote?
A — Go to your polling place. The address is on the back 
cover of this book.

Q — My 18th birthday is after March 24, 2008 but  
on or before April 8. May I vote in the April 8 election?
A — Yes, if your 18th birthday is on or before April 8, but after 
March 24, you can register to vote on or before March 24 and 
vote April 8 — even though you were not 18 at the time you 
registered to vote.

Q — If I was arrested or convicted of 
a crime, can I still vote?
A — You can register and vote as long 
as you are not in prison or on parole 
for a felony conviction. You must com-
plete a new registration form on or 
before March 24 to vote.

Q — I have just become a U.S.  
citizen. Can I vote in the April 8 elec-
tion?
A — If you became a U.S. citizen on 
or before March 24, you may vote in 
the election, but you must register to 
vote by March 24;

OR

If you became a U.S. citizen 
after March 24, but on or before April 
1, you may register and vote at the 
Department of Elections office by April 
1 with proof of citizenship.

Q — I have moved within the county but have not re-
registered. Can I vote in this election?
A — Yes, but you must go to your new polling place or City 
Hall, Room 48, and complete a voter registration form to 
update your registration information. You can look up the 
address of your new polling place by entering your new 
home address on the Department of Elections Web site 
(www.sfgov.org/elections). You may be asked to vote a pro-
visional ballot at your new polling place.

Q — What do I do if my polling place is not open?
A — Check the back cover of this book to make sure you 
have gone to the right place. Polling places often change. If 
you are at the right place, call the Department of Elections 
immediately at 415-554-4375.

Q — If I don’t know what to do when I get to my polling 
place, is there someone there to help me?
A — Yes, the pollworkers at the polling place will help you.

Q — Can I take my sample ballot or my own written list 
into the voting booth?
A — Yes. Deciding your votes before you get to the polls is 
helpful. Your sample ballot is located on page 18 of this 
pamphlet.

Q — Do I have to vote on every item on the ballot?
A — No, you do not. The votes you cast will be counted 
whether you have voted on every item or not.

Q — Is there any way to vote instead of going to the 
polling place on Election Day?

A — Yes, you can vote before April 8 if 
you:
Fill out and mail the Vote-by-Mail 
Application printed on the back cover 
of this book. Once we process your 
request, a vote-by-mail ballot will be 
sent to you. Your request must be 
received by the Department of 
Elections no later than 5 p.m. on April 
1, 2008;

OR

Go to the Department of Elections at 
City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett 
Place, Room 48, from March 24 to April 
8. The office hours are: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday on April 5-6; 
and 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day, 
April 8.

Q — If I don’t use an application, 
can I get a Vote-by-Mail Ballot some 

other way?
A — You can send a note, preferably on a postcard, to the 
Department of Elections asking for a ballot. This note must 
include: your printed home address, the address where you 
want the ballot mailed, your birthdate, your printed name and 
your signature. Mail your request to the address on the front 
cover of this pamphlet, or fax it to 415-554-4372. Your 
request must be received by the Department of Elections no 
later than 5 p.m. on April 1, 2008.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's)
by the Ballot Simplification Committee

Q — Who can vote?

A — U.S. citizens,  

18 years or older, who 

are registered to vote  

in San Francisco on or 

before March 24, 2008.
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Early Voting in Person or by Mail
(Absentee Voting)

Any voter may request a vote-by-mail ballot (absentee ballot). You can request that a ballot be mailed to you, or 
you can come to the Department of Elections and vote in person starting on March 24, 2008.

voting in person
You can vote on or before Election Day at City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 48. 
Office hours for early voting are as follows:

•	 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, beginning March 24, 2008;
•	 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, April 5-6;
•	 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day, April 8, 2008.

VOTING BY MAIL FOR THIS ELECTION ONLY

To request a ballot by mail, complete the application on the back cover of this pamphlet, and mail it to the Department of 
Elections. You may also request a ballot by sending a written request or postcard to the Department of Elections. Remember to 
include your home address, the address to which you want the ballot mailed, your birthdate, name and signature.  
Your signature must be included! Mail your request to the address on the front cover of this pamphlet, or fax it to 415-554-4372. 
Your request must be received by the Department of Elections before 5 p.m. on April 1, 2008. (By law, the Department of Elections 
cannot accept requests for mailed ballots received after 5 p.m. on April 1, 2008, regardless of when these requests were postmarked!) 
Once we process your request, a ballot will be sent to you.

When you receive your ballot, please read the instructions carefully. You can mark your ballot using a #2 pencil (recommended) or a 
black pen. If you use another type of marking device, the vote-counting machines may not record your votes properly. (Do not use a 
felt-tip pen because these can bleed through to the reverse side of the ballot card.) You can mail your ballot back to the Department 
of Elections—free-of-charge—by inserting your ballot into the envelope provided, signing and sealing the envelope, and dropping it in 
any mailbox—no stamp is required. You can also drop off your voted ballot at any San Francisco polling place being used for the 
Special Election on Election Day, Tuesday, April 8, 2008. The Department of Elections MUST receive your ballot by 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008. 

If your ballot is damaged or you make a mistake, check the “Spoiled Ballot” box on the back of the return envelope and return it to the 
Department of Elections, no later than 5 p.m. on April 1, 2008, to be mailed a new one. You may also surrender the spoiled ballot at 
your polling place or at the Department of Elections in City Hall, Room 48, to obtain a new ballot.

Any voter may request to be permanent vote-by-mail voter (permanent absentee voter).

Once you are on our permanent vote-by-mail voter mailing list, we will mail you a ballot automatically for every election until you move, 
re-register, or do not vote in two consecutive statewide general elections. 

If you do not vote in two consecutive statewide general elections, you will no longer be a permanent vote-by-mail voter. However, you 
will remain on the voter roll unless the Department of Elections has been informed that you no longer live at the address at which you 
are registered. To regain your permanent vote-by-mail status, you will need to re-apply as described below.

To become a permanent vote-by-mail voter, complete the Vote-by-Mail Application on the back cover and return it to the Department of 
Elections, or call for an application at 415-554-4375. Be sure to check the box that says, “Permanent Vote-by-Mail Voter” and sign 
your name where indicated.

VOTING BY MAIL FOR ALL ELECTIONS

Important Notice to Permanent Vote-by-Mail Voters 

If you have already registered as a permanent vote-by-mail voter, your ballot will be mailed on or about March 10. 
To find out if you are registered as a permanent vote-by-mail voter, please call the Department of Elections at  
415-554-4411. If you have not received your ballot by March 24, please call 415-554-4375.

欲知詳情，請致電：415-554-4367。 	

Para más información, llame al 415-554-4366.

Track and Confirm Receipt of Your Vote-by-Mail Ballot
Vote-by-mail voters can track and confirm when their voted ballot was received by the Department of Elections. To determine the 
receipt status of your ballot, visit our Web site at www.sfgov.org/elections or call the Department of Elections at 415-554-4411.
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Registration Forms

For this election, the registration deadline is March 24. 
To obtain a voter registration form: 

•	 Visit www.sfgov.org/elections to fill out or download a form;  
•	 Call the Department of Elections at 415-554-4375 and 

request that one be mailed to you; or
•	 Pick one up at the Department of Elections in City Hall, the 

County Clerk's office, the Department of Motor Vehicles, or 
at public libraries and post offices throughout San 
Francisco.

Effective January 1, 2006 each registrant must provide a cur-
rent and valid California driver's license or California identifi-
cation number on his or her voter registration form. Registrants 
who do not have either must provide the last four digits of 
their Social Security number to meet the identification 
requirements. If a voter does not have any of these three 
forms of identification, a unique identifying number will be 
assigned for voter registration purposes only. Any registrant 
who does not provide this information prior to Election Day, 
April 8, may have to vote a provisional ballot; if the identifica-
tion cannot be confirmed, the provisional ballot cannot be 
counted.

Once the Department of Elections receives a completed voter 
registration form, the new voter will receive a card in the mail 
as proof of his or her right to vote.

New Citizen Registration and Voting

California election law extends the registration and voting 
deadline to the 7th day before the election for those who 
become new citizens after the close of registration on  
March 24. Anyone who becomes a new citizen between 
March 25 and April 1 must, no later than April 1:

•	 Present your Certificate of U.S. Naturalization to the 
Department of Elections;

•	 Complete a voter registration form; and
•	 Vote at the Department of Elections after registering.

Have You Moved?

When voters move, they must inform the Department of 
Elections of the address change to update their voter regis-
tration records. Voters must inform the Department of 
address changes at least 15 days before an election to vote 
in that election. Voters may change their address by: 

•	 Completing and submitting a voter registration form; or
•	 Submitting a written notice of their change of address 

along with their signature, printed name, date of birth, and 
previous and new addresses.

NOTE: Voters who moved within the county and were unable 
to change their address prior to the deadline 15 days before 
the election are encouraged to:

•	 Go to their new polling place on Election Day, complete a 
new voter registration form to update their registration 
information, and cast a provisional ballot; or

•	 Come to City Hall, Room 48, on or before Election Day, 
complete a new voter registration form to update their  
registration information, and vote at the Department of 
Elections.

Not Yet 18?

Any person who will turn 18 years of age before the next  
election is eligible to register and vote in that election.  
To register:

•	 Complete a voter registration form; and
•	 Submit the registration form either in person or by mail no 

later than 15 days before that election.

Overseas and Military Voters

Special Overseas and Military Voters are: 

•	 Members of the armed forces;
•	 Spouses or dependents of members of the armed forces;
•	 United States citizens temporarily living outside of the 

country; or
•	 U.S. citizens serving on a merchant vessel documented 

under the laws of the United States.
Special Overseas and Military Voters can register to vote and 
receive a vote-by-mail (absentee) ballot by completing the 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). The application can 
be downloaded from http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf 
or obtained from embassies, consulates, or from military vot-
ing assistance officers. 

Ex-Offenders' Right to Vote

In addition to standard voting age and residency require-
ments, California law allows a person who has been con-
victed of a felony to register and vote if he or she:

•	 Has completed his or her prison term for a felony,  
	 including any period of parole or supervised release.

•	 Is on federal or state probation.

•	 Is incarcerated in county jail as a condition of felony  
	 probation or as a result of a misdemeanor sentence. 
Additionally, people who have been convicted of a misde-
meanor can register and vote even while on probation, super-
vised release, or incarcerated in county jail.

In order to restore the right to vote, a person only needs to 
complete and return a voter registration form. No other docu-
mentation is required.

Eligibility, Registration and  
Voting Information
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Voter Bill of Rights
1.	 You have the right to cast a ballot if you are a valid registered voter.
	 A valid registered voter means a United States citizen who is a resident in this state, who is at least 

18 years of age and not in prison or on parole for conviction of a felony, and who is registered to 
vote at his or her current residence address.

2.	 You have the right to cast a provisional ballot if your name is not listed on the voting rolls.

3.	 You have the right to cast a ballot if you are present and in line at the polling place prior to 
the close of the polls.

4.	 You have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidation.

5.	 You have the right to receive a new ballot if, prior to casting your ballot, you believe you 
made a mistake.

	 If, at any time before you finally cast your ballot, you feel you have made a mistake, you have the 
right to exchange the spoiled ballot for a new ballot. Vote-by-mail voters may also request and 
receive a new ballot if they return their spoiled ballot to an elections official prior to the closing of 
the polls on Election Day.

6.	 You have the right to receive assistance in casting your ballot, if you are unable to vote 
without assistance.

7.	 You have the right to return a completed vote-by-mail ballot to any precinct in the county.

8.	 You have the right to election materials in another language, if there are sufficient residents 
in your precinct to warrant production.

9.	 You have the right to ask questions about election procedures and observe the elections 
process.

	 You have the right to ask questions of the precinct board and election officials regarding election 
procedures and to receive an answer or be directed to the appropriate official for an answer. 
However, if persistent questioning disrupts the execution of their duties, the board or election offi-
cials may discontinue responding to questions.

10.	 You have the right to report any illegal or fraudulent activity to a local elections official or 
to the Secretary of State’s Office.

If you believe you have been denied any of these rights, or you are aware of any election fraud or  
misconduct, please call the Secretary of State’s confidential toll-free Voter Protection Hotline at  
1-800-345-VOTE (8683).

C A L I F O R N I A   S E C R E T A R Y   O F   S T A T E   D e b r a   B o w e n

Any voter has the right under California Elections Code Sections 9295 and 13314 to seek a writ of 
mandate or an injunction, prior to the publication of the Voter Information Pamphlet, requiring any or all 
of the materials submitted for publication in the Pamphlet to be amended or deleted.



10 38-CP10-EN-A08 à38-CP10-EN-A08#ä

How to Locate Your Polling Place
Note: Your Polling Place May Have Changed!

Check the back cover of this pamphlet (upper left-hand side):

NOTE: 
Your polling place address is located on 
the upper left-hand side of the back cover 
of this pamphlet. Please make a note of it. 
Even if you request a vote-by-mail ballot, 
you may still wish to turn in your ballot at 
your polling place on Election Day. 

Your precinct number

Back cover

A physical description of your polling place 
entryway, such as slope, ramped access or 

height clearance.

Eureka Valley Playground
100 Collingwood Street
Between Stevens and Broadway
PRECINCT 3623	

Check here for whether 
your polling place is 
accessible for people 
with disabilities.

Your polling place address is also available at the Department of Elections Web site:  
www.sfgov.org/elections 

If your polling place is not accessible, you may call 415-554-4551 prior to Election Day to find 
the nearest accessible polling place. For accessible polling place information on Election Day, 
call 415-554-4375.

YES

5.1% Slope
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Each election an average of thirteen percent (13%) of San Francisco’s 
polling places change due to cancellations. To confirm the location of 
your polling place, always check the back cover of your Voter 

Information Pamphlet. There you will find the accessibility status and 
location of your polling place, including cross-streets.

Polling Places Change Every Election 

If a polling place becomes unavailable after the Voter Information Pamphlet has 
been mailed, the Department of Elections sends change notification postcards to 
all registered voters within the precinct to inform them of the new location.

Change of Polling Place Card

For those voters who are unaware that their polling place has changed, the
Department of Elections posts “Change of Polling Place” signs at the
address of the old location on Election Day. Voters can tear off a sheet of
paper with the location name, address and cross-streets of their new polling
place from a pad attached to the “Change of Polling Place” sign.

Change of Polling Place Signs

Voting precincts with fewer than 250 registered voters
may be designated “Mail Ballot Precincts”. An official
ballot and postage-paid return envelope will be mailed
automatically to all voters in those precincts approxi-
mately four weeks before every election.

For those voters who would prefer to drop off their
official mail ballot at a polling place, the location
names and addresses of the two polling places
nearest their precinct are provided with the ballot.

Some Voters Must Vote by Mail

VOTE HERE!

Check the back cover of your Voter Information Pamphlet before each election.
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VOTING

•	 Voting by mail
•	 Voting at the polls on Election Day
•	 Polling place and sample ballot look-up
•	 Access for voters with disabilities

MULTILINGUAL VOTER SERVICES

•	 List of services available in English, Chinese and 
Spanish

•	 Contact numbers for Chinese and Spanish telephone 
assistance

•	 Bilingual voter registration forms and vote-by-mail 
ballot applications

•	 Voter Information Pamphlets in Chinese and 
Spanish

UPCOMING ELECTIONS

•	 Election calendar
•	 Official list of local ballot measures
•	 Qualified candidates list
•	 Voter Information Pamphlet

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

•	 Become a pollworker on Election Day
•	 High school student pollworker program
•	 Provide your property as a polling place
•	 Voter education programs

ANNOUNCEMENTS

•	 Press releases and memoranda
•	 Employment opportunities
•	 Local election results

ELECTIONS ARCHIVE

•	 Historical Voter Information Pamphlets going  
back to 1907!

•	 Election results dating back to 1995
•	 Historical voter turnout records

Visit our Web site 
www.sfgov.org/elections for information on: 

Your first source for election information is www.sfgov.org/elections
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Our office hours are Mondays through Fridays (except holidays) from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. For your convenience 
and because of the high call volume during the weeks leading up to the election, the Department of Elections 
uses automated information lines in addition to regular operators. If all operators are busy, callers may hear 
recorded messages that will direct them to leave their name, address and telephone number. Callers with touch-
tone phones may be asked to press numbers to direct their calls to the right staff member. Callers with rotary 
phones may wait on the line for an operator or leave a message.

	  

	 ☞	 1.  Complete and detach the application on the back cover of this pamphlet.
	 ☞	 2.  Affix sufficient postage where indicated.
	 ☞	 3.  Drop your completed application into a mailbox.

Telephoning the Department of Elections
	T he Department of Elections has telephone lines for specific purposes:

•  For general information, call 415-554-4375;

•  To register to vote, call 415-554-4375;

•  �To request a Vote-by-Mail Application, call 415-554-4375;

•  �For assistance in Chinese,  call 415-554-4367; 中文電話協助 : 415-554-4367;

•  �For assistance in Spanish, call 415-554-4366; Para recibir asistencia en español, llame al 415-554-4366;

•  �For TTY assistance, call 415-554-4386;

•  For information about becoming a pollworker, call 415-554-4395;

•  For election results on Election Night, call 415-554-4375;

•  To offer your facility as a polling place, call 415-554-4551;

•  To request a voter education presentation or voter education materials for distribution, call 415-554-4340.

To Vote by Mail

Your Polling Place May Have Changed
We urge you to double-check the location of your polling place 

printed on the back cover of this pamphlet.

Check the upper left side of the 
back cover of this voter
pamphlet for the location

of your polling place.

Applications must be received by the Department of Elections no later than 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008.
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Approach the table where pollworkers are issuing ballots and state your name and address. 
When one of the pollworkers finds your name in the roster of voters, the pollworker will 
repeat your name and address. Sign your name on the signature line next to your name in 
the roster of voters.

The pollworker will give you your ballot and your ballot’s stub receipt in a blue secrecy  
folder. Your ballot may consist of multiple cards. Take your ballot to one of the voting booths, 
where you may mark your ballot in privacy. There will be a special ballot-marking pen in 
each voting booth. 

You will vote on paper ballots that may be printed on both sides of 
the page. Using the ballot-marking pen provided at your polling 
place, mark your ballot by connecting the head and tail of the 
arrow pointing to your choice for each contest, as shown in the 
picture. Be sure to review both sides of each ballot card!

Please note: the number of candidates you may select for each 
contest or choice will be printed above the list of candidate names 
for each contest. If you overvote by marking more than the allowed 
number of candidates for any contest or choice, or by marking 
both “YES” and “NO” in a measure contest, your votes for that 
contest cannot be counted!

In addition to the candidates listed on the ballot, there may be other 
people running as qualified write-in candidates. For a list of quali-
fied write-in candidates, please ask a pollworker. Voters with mailed 
ballots may access the list of qualified write-in candidates by visit-
ing our Web site at www.sfgov.org/elections or by calling the 
Department of Elections at 415-554-4375.

To vote for a qualified write-in candidate, write the name of the  
candidate in the space marked “Write-In.” You must connect the 
head and tail of the arrow pointing to the “Write-In” space for 
your write-in vote to be counted. Only write-in votes for qualified 
write-in candidates can be counted. Do not write in a vote for a 
candidate whose name is printed on the ballot.

If you make a mistake while voting, ask a pollworker for another 
ballot. Voters may request up to two replacement sets of ballots.

For information about accessible voting using the touchscreen  
voting machine, please refer to page 16.

Marking the Ballot

Voting at Your Polling Place on Election Day 

John Hancock

Make sure that your ballot stub receipt has been detached from each ballot card. 
Insert your ballot, one card at a time, into the slot in the front of the voting machine. 
The ballot can be inserted into the voting machine in any direction: upside down, right 
side up, backwards or forwards. The voting machine counts the votes electronically 
when the ballots are inserted by the voter. The ballots are stored in a locked compart-
ment inside the voting machine. 

Once You Have Marked Your Ballot
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If you are a registered San Francisco voter, you have the right to cast a provisional ballot at your polling place if:

•	 You were issued a vote-by-mail ballot that you are unable to surrender and you want to vote at the polls; 

•	 Your name does not appear in the roster of voters for the precinct;

•	 You have moved within San Francisco but did not re-register to vote; or

•	 You are a first-time voter listed in the pink Provisional Roster and were unable to provide a valid California driver's 
license or state identification number or the last four digits of your Social Security number on your voter registration 
form.

How to cast a provisional vote:
You will receive a ballot and the pink provisional ballot envelope from a pollworker. The pollworker will fill out the pollworker 
section of the envelope. You must complete the voter’s section of the provisional envelope, including providing your name, 
date of birth, current address and previous address. You must also sign the declaration confirming that you are a resident of 
San Francisco and are registered and eligible to vote in this election. It is very important that you sign your name at the 
bottom of the envelope – without your signature your provisional ballot cannot be counted. 

Once you have filled out the voter’s section of the provisional envelope and marked your ballot, insert your ballot into the provi-
sional envelope, seal the envelope, and return it to a pollworker.

A double-sided receipt on the back of the provisional envelope includes a Web site and a toll-free number which you may use 
to find out whether your provisional ballot was counted. To determine the status of your provisional ballot, call 1-866-325-9163 
or visit the Department of Elections Web site (www.sfelections.org/pv/) no sooner than May 19, 2008 and provide the number 
printed on your provisional voter receipt.

Guidelines for Provisional Voting

Your sample ballot begins on page 18. It is a 20% 
reduction in size of the Official Ballot you will use to 
cast your vote on Election Day. Feel free to mark your 
sample ballot and bring it to the polling place to use as 
a guide on Election Day.

Your Sample Ballot
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Voting with the Accessible Touchscreen Voting Machine

For every election, each polling place will have 
one accessible touchscreen voting machine 
that assists voters with disabilities to vote 
independently and privately. This accessi-
ble voting machine allows voters to make 
ballot selections using a touchscreen and 
review their selections on a paper record 
before casting their vote. 

Additionally, the touchscreen voting 
machine provides an audio ballot 
feature that allows voters to listen to 
instructions and ballot selections while 
voting. The touchscreen machine also 
has an option for voters to use their own 
personal assistive device such as a sip/puff 
switch. 

The accessible touchscreen voting machine 
will be available for use at each of the City’s 
polling places and during Early Voting in City 
Hall. If you would like to vote using the touch-
screen voting machine on Election Day, 
please tell a pollworker.

For audio voting, the accessible voting machine is 
equipped with headphones and a Braille embossed 
hand-held keypad. When using the audio ballot fea-
ture, the voting machine will provide you with audio 
instructions and guide you through the ballot. The 
keypad is used to move through the ballot and make 
selections. If you would like to use the audio ballot 
feature, please tell a pollworker.

Audio Ballot and Hand-held Keypad
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Make your selections by touch-
ing the candidate or choice for 
which you intend to cast your 
vote. A green check mark will 
appear in the circle indicating 
your selection.

To change your selection, 
touch your selection again. 
The check mark will disappear 
and you can make a new 
selection.

Step 3: Select Candidates and Ballot Measure Choices

After voting all contests, a review screen is displayed 
showing all your selections. 

To change a selection, touch the box of the contest or 
measure and select a new candidate or choice.

After completing your ballot review on screen, print and 
review a paper record of your ballot. A paper record of 
your selections will appear in the window on the left side 
of the screen.

Step 4: Print and Review Selections

After verifying the paper record either touch “Cast 
Ballot” or “Make Changes.”

Touch “Cast Ballot” to finish voting. The printer will 
show “Accepted” on the paper record. The voter card 
will eject for you to return to the pollworker. 

IMPORTANT! – You cannot change your vote after 
“Cast Ballot” is pressed.

Touch “Make Changes” to change a selection. After 
you make a change you can review a new paper 
record of your ballot. 

IMPORTANT! – You can only print two paper records 
of your ballot for review. After this you will need to cast 
your ballot.

Step 5: Cast Ballot or Make Changes

After making your selection, touch the “Next” arrow button at 
the bottom of the screen to go to the next contest or mea-
sure. Touch the “Back” arrow button to return to the previous 
screen.

Touch the “ABC” button to enlarge the text on the screen.

Write-in Candidates
To vote for a qualified write-in can-
didate, touch “Write-in” and a key-
board will appear on screen. Type 
the name of the candidate and 
press “OK.”

Ballot Review
At any time you can review your 
ballot selections by touching 
“Review.” The review screen will 
show you a summary of your 
selections. To change a selection, 
touch the box of the contest or 
measure and select a new candi-
date or choice.

Please review the paper 

record of your ballot. 

You may now cast your 

ballot or make changes.

Make Changes Cast Ballot

Step 2: Select Language

Select the language in which you 
want to vote. Voters can choose 
English, Chinese or Spanish.

English

Español

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

CESAR CHAVEZ

WALTER LUM

JOHN HANCOCK

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

ANNA MAE PICTOU AQUASH

Touch Here to Print 
and Review a Paper  

Record of Your Ballot.

Steps for Voting Using the Touchscreen

Step 1: Insert Voter Card

Insert Voter Card into the yellow slot on the lower left-hand 
side of the machine.
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NO CONTESTS APPEAR ON THE 

THIS PAGE IS INTEN
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BACK OF THIS BALLOT CARD.

TIONALLY BLANK.
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Before Casting a Write-In Vote, Read This:

Every write-in vote must be manually reviewed by the  
Department of Elections.

Unfortunately, a great majority of write-in votes cast  
each election cannot be counted. 

Here's why:

The write-in vote was not for a qualified write-in candidate. Only 
votes for qualified write-in candidates can be counted.  Write-in votes 
for anyone else CANNOT be counted. Qualified write-in candidates  
can be found on the Certified Write-In List, available at your polling 
place, on the Department of Elections Web site (www.sfgov.org/elections) 
or by calling the Department of Elections.

The write-in vote was not correctly marked. Write-in votes must be 
indicated by both completing the arrow next to the “Write-In” space and 
writing the candidate's name in the space provided.

Overvoting by selecting a candidate listed on the ballot and also 
marking a write-in vote for the same candidate will invalidate your 
vote for that contest.

Make sure your write-in vote counts!

o✘

o✘

o✘
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Changes Affecting Voter Registration

Confidential Voter Records

Changes to Permissible Uses of Voter Registration Information
Beginning in 2006, state law changed the way personal information supplied by voters for the pur-
pose of completing a voter registration affidavit can be used. To protect your privacy and the integ-
rity of voting, new laws that took effect in 2006 create safeguards for voter records as follows:

Information on your voter registration affidavit will be used by 
elections officials to send you official information on the voting 
process, such as the location of your polling place and the 
issues and candidates that will appear on the ballot. Commercial 
use of voter registration information is prohibited by law and is a 
misdemeanor. Voter information may be provided to a candidate 
for office, a ballot measure committee, or other person for elec-
tion, scholarly, journalistic, political, or governmental purposes, 
as determined by the Secretary of State. Driver's license and 
social security numbers, or your signature as shown on your 
voter registration form, cannot be released for these purposes. If you have any questions about the 
use of voter information or wish to report suspected misuse of such information, please call the 
Secretary of State's Voter Protection and Assistance Hotline:
1-800-345-VOTE [8683]

Additionally, any person obtaining information on your voter registration affidavit shall not send that 
information outside of the United States or make it available in any way electronically to persons 
outside the United States, including, but not limited to, access over the Internet. 

Secretary of State's “Safe At Home” Program
Certain voters facing life-threatening situations may qualify for confidential voter status. For more 
information, please contact the Secretary of State's “Safe At Home” program at 877-322-5227, or 
visit the Secretary of State's Web site at www.ss.ca.gov
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