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February 13 1973 

I nformatiom on TED WURM' s t alk scheduled for April 13, 1973. 

To: Jack Coll , Anza Branch, SF Public Library 

This will be a slide lect ure showing and telling of t he early construction 

of the HEI'CH HETCHY PROJECT - -- primarily that work done in the mountains 

and deep canyons of Tuolumne County s tarting in 1914 . 

The City established over 20 construction camps in Tumlumne County in order 

to build Retch Hetchy; they put in a 68-mile mountain railroad ; they 

employed thousands of men under the City' s f amous engineer, Mi ke 01 Shaughnessy. 

We won' t go i nto t he whole project (this time). I have slides of the various 

camps , with data and anecdotes on the men and the life . ost oB the camps 

:I:rm«a ti®KX are gone , their locations t he "ghost towns" of Tuolumne County. 

Other camps were set up as the aqueduct came westward, all the way to t he 

shores of t he Bay ( t he first water flowed into San Francisco homes in 1934) . 
We ' ll t ouch briefly on these to complete the,,pic ture , but t he lecture will be 

concerned primar ily with the City' s work in Tuolumne County . 

After eight years of research , Ted Wurm has just completed a book t elling the 

story of how Retch Hetchy came into being and how t he project was conceived 

and buil t . A lot of emphasis is on the Hetch Hetchy Railroad and on t he 

people who worked on the great water and power project. The book will be 

published by Howell-~ North Books (~ i lh Nearly 300 photos 

wil l be used to illustrate this work. 
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JU3J_,CT : AFlUL 13 P. OGilAII 

On -i'rid y eveninr; , 1-tpril 13 , I'e d G. :.lu.r m, Ba.:,,· ;...r ea 
~-,riter ,:mcl editor , !)r e s ent ed D. f ns c5.n:.,_ tin~ eli de- lecture , 
11 :etch lietchy- the ea r ly yer-- rs" t o an atter.t ive a udience of 
25 ~,eopl e u.t " nza Branch . 

i·".r . ·:urm , author of D. book on t he I et ch :i.etchy proje c t to be 
publ i shed l a t e r -chis ye :- r by 1·0\Je l l - ·:orth :Uooks , use 
hi s :)e r s onnl coll ect~.on o f sl ·.des in tra cin,; the development of 
the city ' s ,mt er system- t i1e purchase o f the priva t ely o·.-med 
J::-r • n,:; ~fo .ey i1a t e r Company , the con.:; truction of Hetch :ietchy 
\v:. t h _. .n Yo;:;e . ite r .... tiona l :.)o.rk over the bi t e r o:;-r"03ition of 
John :-;uir , and the r ole o f the 12.. t e i-1 . ·1. O' J hc..ughnes,:oy , i ty 
1~bi n eer . Hr . ..urm incl uded many i:'.ltereaEns deta ls on the 
te chni ca l side of the pr o ject ; i t wu.s a surpr i se t o me t c, l e c.,rn that 
w2~ter from I-J:etc'1 Hetchy is broL·.cht to the Day ;\rea \vit' out any 

um:Jin0 beinb r e ::_uired . 

I n the discus uion tha t allowed t\-/0 member ::; of the audien ce , 
t he ::everend John :a . McGloin , J . J ., liofessor of Hi story a t 
t he Univer::;i t y of 0a~ }"'rancisco end .ichar d Dillon , Li brari an of 
the ~utr o Libr ary 311d author of lTh'X.'lY books on .iester n history , 
participat ed . 

I ':las di sa. :;ointed in the size of the crowd a s the lecture had 
been publici zed in the .Sunda y d&tebook . I a l oo had distributed 
announcements a t the Apr il meeti:'.l::; oi t he Bay Area ,g__e ctric ;{a ::. lroa d 
.\ s o;oci ,~ tion a s Lr • .iur r.i is \vel l :rnm-m i n r ail ~an circl es . A 
subGt :m t i.::l por t · on of the ~roe rr.,r.1 tleal t 1.1ith the He t ch Hetchy 
-.ailroad constructe d _. n conne ction ,-.,it h the 1-'roject . T11.e l aG t 
tr,.:-.ins on th3.t route , incidenta ::.ly , operic t e d in 1949. 
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