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Parish.Prays 
R'or a Miracle 1'1 • 

By Susan Herbert , vi~ited .the parish, said Sunday 
, Th~A.ong ba~~ SltVllij .'Mas.~~ , ~41, delivered homi-

on· lhe . w0all~ of All liall~~s •:iii'ci's: b\i~"'tle-d,id not specifioally 
Church in the Bayview .\(equiet address the clos\lre. • 
evidence of the parishion7r ' "The ~hurch f aS packed •. , 
unshakable optimism. • ¥,very pansh g~oup brought 

"For •wilh Gbd! .not°hillg· • tlleir b~nnc, 10 show him ho'V 
shall be impossible,"°Lh~·ban-'. '_ much 

1
·)toes on here, '' said 

ners read. , .·.:. ', . Devere,:1Heofferednoencour-

In 1he pews, churchgoer· . ~gerrien( •· • 
say their rosar,y and novenas 

1 1• .' AU Ha~lqws, with its Fili- , 

1 daily as they wait for word that · • • . • l Se, Chllrch, page 3 

their church will notcloseatthe . .f 
end of this mont~. 

Unlfss V.aticaru>fficials in 
R4rn<. oV,t;,H4 e . Ari;:h~ishop 
John. R. Quinn, how~v(:r, the 
108-year-old white-frarpe ' 
church on Newhall Street ha~ . 

1 only about thr~ weeks more to 
mini ter to iis mu1ti~¢thnic_p&- ' ... 
1ishioners. • • • '. 

"I don't think a' miracle 
• will happen,' ' said the Rev . ,, 

Robert Mc Elroy, director of 
pastoral planning for the Arcp­
diocese of San Francisco. ·•11 
b(:lieve Rome will uphold the •• 
archbishop's decision.''. 

AH I-fallows i. one pf nine . 
churches ~ated to close as part 
of the archdiocesan ph;p to co1~­
solida1e its mini i.trie~ in the fac'e 

1 
of diminishing contributions 1 

and a shortage of pries s. . , 
1 • All Hallows is closing be-

cause it did not mea ·ure up to 
the criteria of a viable parish, 
according to the Pjls oral Plan- · 
ning Commission, which made 
it~ recomroend?tions to • i°he· 
archbishop in November. . 

"Wi,are viable. Whatmons 
doe he want fr m u ?','. a~k~d ' 
Judy Devere, a 65-year-old 

1 Filipina parishioner, on 
Wednesday \lfrer Mas~. "We 
are still waiting to see the 4rc~, 
bishop and hear from his lips 
just what is wrong with us." 

On Sunday, May 2~, Q~inn 

1. 



CHURCH:· All Hal.lows Awa.its Closure News 
J. ;,;;. µ.,. "C 1 
pino,Samoan,Latino,African-Ameri­
can, Chinese, Irish, and llaJian parish­
ioners, is a reflection of Lhe changing 
demographics of Bayview-Hunters 
Point, an area that was once mostly · 
African-American. 

''Qualitative" reasons 
The pastoral planners recom­

mended Lhat Quinn close All Hallows 
because it deiennined Lhat All Hal­
lows showed declining Mass anen­
dance and Lhat almost half of those 
auending Mass 1.here were coming 
from outside Lhe parish boundaries. 

Once All Hallows closes, Our 
Lady of•.Lourdes and Si. Paul of the • 
Ship~, ,,9') J?fe~1:1-i"nantly Afri-

1 can-A~erican parishes, will be the 
• two Catholic churches serving 
Bayview-Hunters Point. · 

Change, in • 
Polling Places 

The registrar of voters has an­
nounced two changes in voling lo­
catio~ for Tuesday's primary elec-
tion: , 

, Voters in Precinct 2401 
should vote at Jefferson Schoo!, 
1725 Irving Street 

•• Voters in Precinct 2547 
should vote at Lhe pµblic liprary, 
38i7 A~ton Street. , • I 

For more infonnation on these 
or other city voling locations, call 
554-4375. 

Ala meeting wilh the parish coun­
cil in March, McElroy said that All 
Hallows was closing for "qualitative 
not quantitative reasons." That state­
ment left Lhe parishioners puzzled. 

vent several yews ago. 
McElroy Sflid that the youth pro­

gram that emanated from All Hal lows 
would continue under the ~uspices of 
the archdiocese and.Ula\ the archdio- , 

'We are viable. What more does he want ., 
from·us,? We are still waiting to see the 
archbishop and hear from his lips just what 
is wrong with us.' ,· , ll 

I 

McElror ~xplaincd h,i~ ~ommcnt 
for the Independent: J 

'1he commission r~ched a con-. ' , 
clusion that a more effective pasiornl 
outreach could be made if Lhe c11urch 's 
resources in Bayview- Hunters Point 
were concentrated in two parishes 
rathei Lhan Lhree. The commission 
then ~ed which two could provide 
more effective outreach for the com­
ing decade. The commission fell that 
Our Lady of Lourdes had a greater 
vitality 'aoct was more rooted in the 
Bayview-Hun~rsPointcommunity ." 

"Geographically, iL malces sense 
to pick a church for Lhe norlhem half 
and a ohw-cti .fQr IJ\e sou111em half," 
fyicElroy said. 1 

McElroy said tlla;l the money fro'l1 
All Hallows• coffer~ would ~tay in the 
community. All Hallows reponedly 
has nwre Lhan $600,000 in its wish 
bank account from the sale of its ~on-

i, ' , I I 

- Judy Devere, 
All Hallows parishioner 

I 

cese would sl)bsidize it -, providing ' 
an estirpated $30,00Q - for the first 
year. 

·• •• ' • 6 I • f ~• \ j 

McElroy said lhaL funds • also 
would go IO subsidize S 1. Paul of the 
Shipwreck elementary school. • 

"The school has had a dramatic 
sl)ortfall in operating revenue because 
of AFDC [welfare grant] cutbacks," 
McElroy said. "They need $90,000 
Lhis fiscal year and will need more 
next year. It looks like we will have LO 

sub ·idiz~ it on fl regular basis." 

Combining the parishes 
Despite the unwillingness of 

many parishion~s to accept the emi­
nent closure, the U'aJ)sition ~ moving 

l 

' I --- - ~-.-.--~ - . 
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ahead, McElroy said. 
The Rey. Kirk Ullery, pastor of 

Our Lady of Lourdes, will move into 
All Hallows' rectory, and the rectory 
and part of Lhe school will be used as 
a center for Lhe combined parishes. 
' The All Hallows chapter of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society will con­
tinue as an independent group, keep­
ing its own bank account. The group 
will be allowed to use parisli SIXlce for 
its thrift shop. • 

Because many of Al! Hallows' 
parishioners ~Y they ace nm ~omfon­
able with the gospel singin~ at Our 
Lady of Lourdes ilfld St. Paul of the 
Shipwreck churches, McElroy said 
Ullery would establish a more tradi­
tional Mass al his churcp for them. 

"FaLherGoode [pastor of St. Paul . 
~! !~e.J~jpwrtz} i • i ·n f , ~J 

whatever he can do, but no one tfrom 
All Hallows) hall talked abouL going • 
to that church," McElroy said. 

The Knights of Peter Claver, an 
African-American group, has already 
chosen St. Emydius church in the 
Ingleside Disuict as its ba~. 

McElroy said no plans would be 
made for All Hallows' church build­
ing for at least a year. 

• "I wondet'if 20 years down lhA.­
line if the church will have to evange­
lize in this area," wonder~ one pa­
rishioner. "Iho~I'mproven wrong." 
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