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Th e Exc el sior 

One of San Franci sco's Unknown rr ea s ure s 

by Walte r Jebe 

• 
You've a.11 visite d Union t'.tr2dt , P1sherman 1 s Wharf, Cl e me n t 

Street, Noe Valle y , North Beach and othe r po pular Sa.n Francisco 

neia;hborhood trad in~ areas. Far t oo many San Fr a nc\scans and 

visitors to our city a r e mi s si na; a ve r y un 1que ne i a;hborhood 

shoppi~ ·and neople experience -- Thl:l ~xc e l s ior Di s trict . 

Travelin.a; south on Mission Street , you pass Army and about 

one and a half miles further down Mission you are about to treat 

yourself to one of San Francisco's u nknown treasures -- a 

merchant and community nelp;hborhood area whic h will delight 

all your human senses . 

As yoQ ~nter the ~xcelsior out of no where will a p pear one 

of San Franc i s co 's mos t beaut i fu l buildings -- Th8 Jewi sh Home for 

the .A. a;ed . Set 20J feet ba.ck en a k r.oll of w~ll mRnict:,red lawn 

a nd s hrubs, the Home boas t s a b eaut i f ul i::i;ra nd s tai rway f it f o r 

a ro:va.1 corona t i on. The entra nc e is a Ge ora; i a n-type s truc ture 

with l~ ta l columns a nd a. pea k ed roof. S o s t rt.ki n a; a nd a;ra.nd 

ls the H~me's archi tecture t hat it a ppears suited to be a c ountry 

ualac e for an em-porer of a a;reat k i ~ d om. 
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The busine ss area of the J xcel s1or is charac terized best as 

a charming; vi lla.a;e of storefront businesses. Many ~xcelsior 

me rchants are second a;eneration and our busines s community offers 

a wido variety of products and services . 

S ome of the finest restaur ants with rea sonable price s can be 

found here. Joe 's Fish Grotto at 4435 Mission o ffe~s the best 

bouillabsisse. Rex Sole , Crab Louie and other fish specialties in 

San Francisco (and at prices you will not believe!). Rocco's 

( Mission opposite Harrington) offers a breakfast fit for a Kina; and 

I , personally recommend their ham and e.a;i:r,s for anyone who has a • 
hearty appetite and would like to sati s f y it for less than $J.75. 

Rocco ' s also serves the finest baccala, short ribs , homemade 

raviolis and old- fashioned rice puddinp; (like only your ~randmother 

can make) . 

Kowloon (Mission at Theresa) is one of many Chinese and 

Oriental restaurants scattered throus:i;hout the ~xce lsior. All 

of them offer excellent food and at 1·easonable prices . Kowloon's 

1 s my favorite because you can order ·a selection of Chinese d ishes 

without havin.a; to purchase steamed rice ( rno~e than you can eat) 

with every dish you order. 

The variet:v of types of merchants you can visit in the ixcelsior 

is unlimited. Adia Candies (now second .a;eneration) still makes 

their own chocolate ~ includ~_n.,:,; white ch0colate.) [.l nd hA.nd-d ipped 

candies. No where will you find better candy than at Adia•s in 

the .£xcelsior. 

Farrah's Department Store can clothe infants to senior citizens 

at prices and quality hard to fi nd anywhere today. And Buchner 
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Music offers the best selection of old sheet music in Northern 

California . 

One of the ~xcelsior•s pride and joys is Royal Bakery. Their 

maa:ni ftcent French bread and old-style Italian cookies are 

shipped all over the country. Talk about a small merchant 

earnina; a national reputation. Ro ya l Bakery is worth a visit to 

the Excelsior, if for no other reason. 

Due to limited space I cannot name every business and 

restaurant in-· t he ixcelsior. However, as many customers of 

my own camera shop, Jebe 's Kompact Kameras, have so often told me , 

• 11 our neia;hborhood business community is so diversified that it 

meets my every shoppin12; need . " Residents of the Excelsior rarely 

have to venture beyond our villa12;e of merchants to find any item 

they need to purchase . 

The residential community of the ~xcelsior can be described 

in only one word -- international . If you wanted to select a 

perfect neiP;hborhood to demonstrate exactly how our nation can 

call itself the 11 meltiru1; pot" of ethnic diversity, the ixcelsior 

would be the perfect place to display . Our residents represent 

every nationality in the world. And what makes the Excelsior 

such a wonderful place to visit is to walk down the street and 

watch all these people with different traditions and ideas exchange 

their unreserved friendshi p toward each other . One excellent 

example of this friendship is the almost daily assistance customers 

offer mercha nts wh ile shoppini:i; in one of our stores if a sales­

person is havina; difficulty communicatini:i; with another customer 

because of a lana;uaa;e barrier . I cannot exaa;~erate how many 

times other people wh o speak both lan~uaS?;e s offer to help 
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merchants explain products or services to residents who are still 

strua;~lina; to master the cna;lish languaa;e. 

As you know, no neia;hborhood of substance or value is me.de up 

of buildina;s or businesses. It is the people who live and shop 

in the ~xcelsior that make our villa~e the unknown treasure I'm 

writinp; to you about. And no wher8 will you find people as 

friendly, helpful, or charmin~ as in the .:;xcelsior. Two of the 

excelsior Branch Librarians can probably express this better than 

anyone I know here . Versa Cullen and Pat Smith have served 

library patrons in every neia;hborhood in our City. Versa describes 

the excelsior as "real community with a small town feelina;. People 

really appreciate what you do for them here. 1 have never heard 

the words 'Thank you' said so often and with such sincerity 

anywhere else." Pat has found the Excelsior to be "a warm 

nei~hborhood full of so many different kinds of people who somehow 

come to~ether and have a fierce pride in their community. Livina; 

here seems to break down all the barriers between people. If only 

it could be like this everywhere in the world." 

If you're wonderinp; about the cost of livinp; in the .d:xcelsior, 

you are in for another surprise. Houses rent for $600-1,000 a 

month; J bedroom apartments ra~e from $500-600; 2 bedrooms can be 

found for as 11 ttle as ,J400 a month; and 1 bedroom apartments 

rent for $JOO up. Where else in San Francisco can such rental 

rates be quoted? 

The transportation system in the ~xcelsior is varied and 

extremely efficient. Only 10 minutes to Civic Center by Ba.rt 

01· 15 minutes to the Financial District 1s hardly a lonp; commute. 

You can reach Union Square to shop in less than 15 minutes. And 

we have tw ~tations close to us Balboa and Glen Park . 



Muni and Sam Trans buses travel1~ on Mission Street is frequent 

and can make whatever connections you nee4 to travel to anywhere 

in our City. And our littJ.e Jitny Vans make travel to downtown less 

crowded for commuters who enjoy ridinp; in small vans rather than 

crowded buses. Hia;hway 280 is minutes away in the ~xcels ior and 

travel by car in our neia;hborhood is less difficult than most San 

Francisco neia;hborhoods. 

Another treasure to be found in the ~xcels ior is our recrea­

tional facilities. I can say they are unequalled in San Fran-

cisco. We have Balboa Park with its indoor swimmin.a; pool and a soccer 

field where international 11;ames are often played. McLaren Park 
• 

is second lara;est onl:v to Golden Gate Park, and it offers a 

swim.min.a; pool, a;olf course, horse stables, an amphitheater, picnic 

areas and a spectacular observation tower. And our Excelsior 

Play~round offers baseball fields and basketball courts for night use. 

Crime on the streets of every city is of concern to everyone. 

I am delia;hted to report that our local police station is second 

from the bottom of the list of San Francisco police stations for 

crime statistics. And I assure you it is not because we have 

inadequate police coveraa;e in the Excelsior. The Ina;elside 

Station provides visible and efficient services to businesses and 

residents alike. They truly do serve and protect in the Excelsior . 

Several years aa;o the Excelsior experienced a juvenile 

delinquency problem. Juveniles were using spray cans of pa.int, 

and a;raffiti was found in both the residential and business 

districts our our community. The creativity used to solve this 

problem still amazes even the most optimistic people I know. 

--==-· 

Walter Jebe/The ~xcels ior Page 5 

.... 



Walter Jebe/The ~xcelsior Page 6 

Dan Sweeney, a member of one of San Francisco's most active and 

dedicated neia;hborhood i:i; roups, COMO (Communities of the Outer 

Mission Or~anizations), developed the fantastic idea of a mural 

to be desi~ned and painted by our youth on a wall in our p·la.yQ;round. 

Dan work ed hard with the youth to excite thorn about this mural 

while COMO, The ixcelsi_or Busine ss Association, private 

individual~ and Mayor Dianne Feinstein made the painting of the 

mural possible. I cannot describe how much work and love was 

involved in t h is project. And it did not stop there. The 

fpllowina; summer a mural was painted on a wall at .£xcelsior and 
• 

Mission , and after J years the murals remain intact and the 

~raffiti problem we faced has vanished from our comminity. I'm 

sure you can ima~ine the pride e veryone in our nei~hborhood 

feels about these projects. It brou~ht us all to~ether -- young 

and old, merchants and residents, and it has inspired us all. 

Come visit the unknown treasure of Sa.n Francisco . ~n joy an 

international villai:i;e right here in San Francisco. One thirus I 

can promise you is that you'll be welcomed with smiles from a 

"small town" neighborhood which has worked hard to be all it 

can be. 
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