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Patricia Rose, a muralist, gives a tour of murals on Harrison at 24th Street. Precita Eyes has dubbed May Mural Awareness Month.

MISSION

Celebrating art that

draws people together

By Tyche Hendricks

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

For the past two months, Potre-
ro Hill resident Aliseo Purpura-
Pontoniere has spent his Saturday
afternoons in an alley near Larkin
Street in San Francisco’s Tender-
loin. With a dozen other teenagers,

"Aliseo, 16, has scrubbed down the

dingy brick wall of a Laundromat,
marked off a 15-foot-tall by 60-foot-
long grid with charcoal, sketched
out a collaborative drawing — the
animals of the Chinese zodiac
washing laundry in a river — and is
now filling in the image with color.

Usingthe plasticlid ofa 5-gallon
paint bucket as an improvised pal-
ette, Aliseo mixed blue and tur-
quoise until he had created a hue
just right for the sky.

“This is a way of getting your art
on the street,” said Aliseo, who was
drawn to graffiti before he discov-
ered mural-making. “Lots of peo-
ple stop and look at it. It’s not like
being famous, but it’s a way of get-
ting your art looked at. You have an
audience.”

Aliseoand the other members of
his urban youth arts class — run by
the Precita Eyes Mural Arts Center
— expect to finish their mural this
month, a time when it is likely to
get extra attention. He and his
classmates are volunteering their
time for this project, and Precita
Eyes helped the Laundromat pro-
vide the paint and materials.

The tour stops at a political mural in Balmy Alley by Nicole Emanuel. The garage door was painted
by Susan Cervantes, and the recent renovation was by Susan’s son Suaro Cervantes.

For 15 years, Precita Eyes has
carved out May as mural awareness
month, and this year they have
booked a full schedule that in-
cludes mural workshops, mural
tours, a competitive “paint-off,” a
daylong festival and an awards cer-
emony to honor the year’s most vi-
brant work.

San Francisco’s rich tradition of
muralism dates back to the 1930s,
when Mexican painter Diego Rive-
ra completed monumental works
at the Pacific Stock Exchange, the
San Francisco Art Institute and the
1939 World’s Fair, said muralist
Juana Alicia Montoya, who teaches
a course on Raza art history at San

Francisco State University.

“In the 1960s and ’70s, the Missi-
on District became the cultural
heart of the Chicano movement in
California,” said Montoya. “And
the murals were an integral part of
that movement, as was theater and
poetry.”
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ﬁa_rary
gets an
upgrade

Branch on Mission

is only the first of 19

to be modernized
By Kathleen Sullivan

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

It’s noisy inside the Excelsior
Branch Library these days.

One recent weekday morning,
instead of the usual hush, the one-
story building was filled with the
sounds of construction — loud
conversations conducted over the
metallic whine of an electric saw
slicing through panels of plywood.

The library also was filled with
light, streaming in through new
windows and from new cathedral-
style light fixtures hanging from its
20-foot ceiling.

And it was filled with empty
book shelves — framed in beauti-
fully grained maple — awaiting
books.

The library, whose sliding glass
doors open onto Mission Street, is
the first to receive an extreme
makeover under a $106 million
program that will modernize 19 li-
braries, approved by voters five
years ago.

It will celebrate its grand re-
opening in early July.

All of the renovations are ex-
pected tobe complete by the end of
2009.

Under the renovation program,
the libraries will get new electrical
systems that can handle more
computers, including personal
laptops brought in by patrons;
wider aisles and bathrooms acces-
sible to all visitors; and frames and
foundations strengthened to bet-
ter withstand earthquakes.

A crew from CDX Builders Inc.,
the San Francisco contractor over-
seeing the renovation, has in-
stalled new footings, grade beams
and steel I-beams in the Excelsior
library, which was built in 1967.

“We beefed it up quite a bit,”
said project manager Victor Chu,
standing in the foyer of the library-
“It’s sturdy all around.”

The library also will have a new
community meeting room with a
terrace for public use.

Across town, the West Portal
Branch Library, next in line for
renovation, has been shuttered
since December.

The two-story building, with its
white stuccowallsand red tile roof,
was built in 1939 with money from
the Works Progress Administra-
tion, a federal program that creat-
ed jobs for millions of people left
impoverished by the Great De-
pression.

The library has been stripped of
its books, shelves and furniture.
The lead paint on its interior walls
has been removed. So has its vinyl
flooring, which contained asbes-
tos. Its courtyard has been roped
off with a makeshift fence of yel-
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Creative Arts returning to former home in Western Addition
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Cost hike affects library plans

» LIBRARY
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low caution tape and construction
barriers.

Signs all over the building —
and a freestanding sign on the site
— announce its impending trans-
formation.

When it reopens in late 2006,
the building, whose main entrance
is on the second floor at the top of a
wide red brick staircase, will have
an elevator with an entrance on
the sidewalk level of Ulloa Street.

Mindy Linetzky, bond program
administrator for the San Francis-
co Public Library, said the city felt
the first sting of the recent Bay
Area spike in construction costs
when bids came in 25 percent
higher than expected for the West
Portal project.

In response, the San Francisco
Library Commission dipped into
its reserves and approved an addi-
tional $650,000 for the project,
which is now valued at $4.5 mil-
lion.

Linetzky attributed the rise in
construction costs to a variety of
factors, including increased ener-
gy prices, unexpected jumps in the
price of steel and cement, and
competition for both basic materi-
als and workers.

She said the hike in construc-
tion costs has affected some of the
renovation projects currently un-
der design.

“We're still doing all the priori-
ties that we’ve already promised —
seismic upgrades, ADA (Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act) code
compliance and new technology,”
Linetzky said. “But we may cut
back in some of the extra frills. We
may have to cut back on the
amount of additional square foot-
age to the buildings.”

She said the library may not be
able to expand the Bernal Heights
Branch Library, whose original de-
sign included a small addition on
the Andover Street side of the
building.

Linetzky said the library is ex-
pected to recommend that the
commission boost the budget for
the Noe Valley Branch Library by
$500,000 to $670,000 to cope with
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Excelsior Branch workers place the first set of books on the shelves of the newly renovated library.

The city felt the
first sting of the
recent Bay Area
spike in
construction costs
when bids came in
25 percent higher
than expected for
the West Portal
project.

the increase in construction costs.
The original design, which was
approved by the commission last
May, was valued at $4.2 million.
The library has already altered
the plans for the Noe Valley library

to save costs, by reducing the
amount of excavation and re-
arranging the bathrooms. After the
design changes, the size of the pro-
gram area increased slightly.

“Anybody walking into the li-
brary wouldn’t know the differ-
ence,” Linetzky said.

Luis Herrera, who was appoint-
ed the City Librarian in February,
said the library will monitor the sit-
uation closely as the renovation
program proceeds.

“We don’t want to shortchange
any community whose branch we
were planing to renovate,” said
Herrera, who oversaw the public
library system in Pasadena before
accepting the top post in San Fran-
cisco.

“Obviously, we have to be look-
ing at the plans very carefully for
each neighborhood library. Our
plan isto move forward with all the
projects as we originally intend-
ed”

E-mail Kathleen Sullivan at
ksullivan@sfchronicle.com.
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