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VICTORY! Condo Moratorium Extended

by Charles Gale

The Condo Moratorium has
been extended. It is another
victory which helps preserve
San Francisco's current hous-
ing stock.

The current Condominium
Conversion Moratorium was due
toexpire at the end of. . 1985,
A coalition of tenant groups,
led by Bill Daley of Tenants
for a Condo Moratorium, and
strongly  supported by Old St
Mary's Housing Committee and
other San Francisco Housing &
Tenants Council members, began
the campaign for strengthening
and extending this ordinance
tn June.

At the October Planning,
Housing and Development (PH&D)
Committee meeting of the Board
of Supervisors, proposals by
Supervisors Kennedy, Silver
and Molinari were on the agen-
da for consideration.

A large group of tenants,
led by Old St Mary's members,
turned out for this hearing,
wearing visible identifying
badges. Dye “#tomthe turnout
and well-organized® testimony,
the committee combined the
various proposals and unani-
mously voted out a recommenda-
tion with all the features
most strongly recommended by
tenant spokespersons.

Bill Daley said, FElLiEis
really great how Old St Mary's
can turn out people on such
short notice. Their presence
influenced the Supervisors to
go for the longer occupancy
requirement, which will help
fight off speculation.”

The version sent to the
full Board for their approval
included the following provis-
ions:

1% Extension ‘of the bl
as ikt iist .currently ‘on the
books and effectively keeping

the conversion of rental
to under 200 per year.
2. This extension to be
in effect for four years.
3. Requirement establish-
ed of three-year residency for

any person applying for condo
conversion.

units

At the Board of Supervis-
meeting on November
fourth, all the members pres-
ent for the vote favored the
passage of the ordinance sub-
mitted by the PH&D Committee.
The vote was seven for and
none against, proving once
more that with well organized
action the tenants of San
Francisco “have clout a City
Hall.
Bill Daley said, "Thanks
to the volunteers for all the

ors

support at the PH&D Hearing."
We can influence the politici-
ans to act in our behalf for
the community's benefit. O

Mission Ter
Lobby Sen. Foran

On Wednesday, October 30,
the St Peter's Housing Commit-
tee sponsored an Informational
Forum for the Latino Community
0 Renter''s  Rights and ‘the
Threat of AB 483. Over sixty
persons attended the forum,
where the key speakers were
Pedro Ruiz from the SF Rent
Board staff and Ricardo Calle-

jo, President of the ParkMerc-
ed Residents Organization.

They stressed the need
for the community to mobilize

to prevent AB 483 from becom-

ing law. Both speakers were
received enthusiastically by
the people attending the for-
um, most of whom had come to
the St Peter's Housing Commit-
tee for help with their hous-
ing problems, over the Ilast

six months.

Everyone strongly favored
having monthly meetings. Many
were interested in joining one
of the two standing committees
to immediately begin work.
Everyonz left with petitions
in hand, petitions demanding
that Senator Foran take a
position against AB 483, the
Costa Bill,:

mee

Last spring,
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discuss his position on AB 483
with his constituents. He
never responded to the St
Peter's Housing Committee in-
vitation. Now, we plan once
again to invite the Senator to

a General Meeting in early
December to ask him to clarify

his stand on the Dbill.
committee plans to take the
petitions to him at his of-

fice,  notifying the press of
their visit and of the urgency
of preventing the passage of
AB 483. O

AAAAA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS |
SEE YOU IN 86

AhAAA

the Senator

now
Bill
threatens them. More on
Issues Committee's Sunset
district signature drive and
the bill on page 4.

residents learn

Sunset
Costa Anti-Rent Control

What Costa’s Anti-Rent Control Bill Means To You

What AB 483 will
Create permanent Vacancy Decontrol

do: :
in every California city.

Exempt every single-family unit from rent protection.

Reiterate existing control
Encourage

landlords to evict

exemptions on new construction.

tenants to raise rents.

: recedent of removing housing from local control.
St Peter's Housing Com- Seb B:

mittee will present the peti- What AB 483 will not do:

EL0AS e e nator when. he Create one additional unit of rental housing. :
attends ipur general mesting. Allow cities to stabilize rents while emergencies exist.
'f he does not respond, the
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Tenant Teaser

by Charles=vﬁathbone :
; » <> <> by Judith Vasos
1 2 %3 ke 6 7 8 9 p 5
tltﬁ 55 Dick and Cathy Malone
o W e 3 W 5 e !\ ¢g¢.t Cc¢ were more than satisfied
. ‘UL 4 when they moved into an
(¥} '3 9 2a : H H
RENTERS WHO apartment|bunldlqg in ‘San
FIGHT — TO WIN Francisco's Marina dist-
P £ e <> ety It was old classic
<> Sanc:-Erancisco.;: ohly >“twe
s ¥ ” blocks from the Bay. The
building was well maintained. If something
il oy o 4 s e s was broken, it was repaired. Many of the
peopiless n: sthe -18-unit & builliding, ®had: i [Fived
2 3 - there for over 25 years and a family |ike
atmosphere had developed among them.
e TR i B e Shortly after the Malones moved in, the
_ building was sold. They began having prob-
o p 3 lems getting necessary repairs and sensed a
difference in the way they were being treated
o " 4 & by Mr Page, the new owner.
It wasn't before he sent all the tenants
i s i = notices of the petition he filed with the
Rent Board for rent increases based on capi-
g o B o tal improvement pass throughs going back to
1981, before he owned the building.
% o i People were upset and held an impromptu
: | meeting to discuss what could be done. Never
i . 3 at i having faced this situation before, the ten-
ants didn't know what help was available and
. e % agreed that hiring an attorney (despite the
o >3 expense) might be their only alternative.
answers on page 4 A week later, someone
ACROSS | " DOWN mentioned seeing a news item
e ; : about OId St Mary's. The
1. Kitty'® ifavorite spot. 1. Jar caps. : . : :
ke 2. Andre's farewell. residents looked into it, even
7. Ovine utterance. 3. French mathematician; computer language. though there was some feeling
10. ___ Lupino. s 4. House of Representatives. (abbr.) that it might be ineffective
11. Developer's document. (abbr.) 5. Spay. 3
13. Non-discriminatory firm.:(abbr.) 6. Resident' ‘s word’ for housmg because it was free.
15. Genetic molecule. Ca g BOtas s ifled T Cathy Malone called OSM
£7.. Take swey wesncns, ool Ag$,nst e and talked with counselor Jodi
19. Certain trees. et 1T o s humans : s -
20. Shopping list regular (.abbr. )‘ 12 Ersatz. Re"." who met with the group
21 Move=in: expense. - saeai o e - 14. New language. ‘ three days later, giving them
25. Egypt's formal name. (abbr. X 16. xousingliunriyz- (abbr,.) , information on rent laws and
26. Golfer's mound. 18+ Arctic’ lig " x 4
27. Long-awaited Amendment. .19. Word with catcher or opener. the”: options. 'T_O| lowing the
28. Topical. 90 Aviv. meeting, the residents unani-
0. Auto. 23 SRk sw1m :
32. S:cz. 24. Vaccine developer, - mous'?{ agr‘?ed vtO go with OSM.
35. Decay. 29, Bewilderment. We felt we got .good
36. Profix with legal. 80, /';aZ watmsr. 4 sound advice from Jodi," said
3. - "Anyspents . o ostotoie . enui u ; g i
38. Housing group goal. 33. Picnic pest. Mr Malone. She knew the law
#3. Ceasar's man. / 34. Petrol. } thoroughly and how to help us
44, Word with locker on note. 36. Tenant loves it, landlord doesn't. organize to work together most
ice. 38. Eggs. :
:(55: E&?#éifoﬁa"k = 39. D?iincumber_ _eff¢Ct|ve|y. She recommended
47. Numero 40. Assemblage. filing a Decrease in_ Service
48. Medicinal plants. e ) 4;- /T\"imali housing. petition and helped us find
50. Delivery service. (abbr. 42. To make _
52, Ceasar's three. 48. Help. s ways to deal with the tremen-
53. British health group. (abbr) 49. Silence, please'7 e A R dous flow of information re-
55: Tenant's fix-it Strategy. 5;. l;atherf| 5 ; quired to prepare for the
el Et : 52. Press uid. 3 ;
62. Porcine utterance. 54. Ancient British rebels. 'hearlng. For example,‘ each
63. Spring holy day. 55. Sharp blow. floor had a floor captain who
64. Beatnik housing. 2?'E¥a$*y' disseminated information to
66. Negative. . Uproar. : ; ;
67. A cereal grass. 58. Pot sweetener. people'on their floor. ‘ Some -
68 __.doalfmS- gg-8m8- 4 one was a liaison with city
69. Famous hi . . Jogging gai : A :
70. Hiker's housing. 65. Carry out, e hall - picking wup necessary
71. Orchestra space. 67. Premium work hours (abbr.) papers and forms. We also
' appointed a spokesperson from
: the = grouprto presentour case
RANDOM HOUSING NOTES at the hearing. Everyone had
a task, a part to play in this
by Anne Random ; event which = was literally
1The number of housing wunits f{The Bay Area is the most touching us where we lived."
required wunder the Downtown expensive place to buy a house In .the midst..of ‘all- the
Plan  is less than the guide- in the United States, with the cooperative effort to prepare
lines used by -the : Planning median cost $144,000. Prices for the hearing, Page intro-
Commission before the Plan was of used homes in San Francisco duced a new twist which pulled
passed. Carol Ruth Silver has increased almost $10,000 in the tenants closer together.
introduced an amendment to the last three months. He ‘@isent  —a* notiices ol a "+ 0hg
increase the amount of housing fThe Downtown Pian is success- term woman resident, who was
units downtown developers must fully providing the illusion retired, asking her to move
contribute. of slower growth. Since its because he was planning to
: : passage, the Planning Commiss- occupy her unit. By law, the
. p D T E ion approved Executive Park, unit requires a building man-
1. 157 mi b Ibns" square” teet” of GRG0 L D BEANM L RETEdITRRY &
Pubiished monthily by Oid St. Mary’s Housing Committes. offices near Candlestick Park. Wadnt s-been g manager since
GIONE TR P o At $5 per square foot, they Page assumed ownership.
Editor: Gary Tutin would be contributing $7 mil- ' Everyone was furious at
Layout: Charles Rathbone ‘o to'transit, Instead of his attempt to evict someone
Copy Editor: Louise Squeri the $1.8 million they agreed who had |lived there for so
; R : - " i
Editorial: Bruce Livingston, to pay. The Downtown Plan's Loina. FenoiEts - [DIck Jodi
Herbert Hernandez, Loren Nordlund e i went into high ear and advo-
i limit is 950,000 square feet gh g
Eanic - Rolk. Aalt SRS i cated on behalf of this woman
Charles Rathbone, Jodi Reid peitt “yearnss but ‘its —loopholes : .
Erica Silverberg Judith Vasos appear wunlimited. Executive She talked with the owner and
Art: Dorothy Drew, Sean O'Driscoll Park is the third project
Rapnscikiane Gastelle exempt from the growth limit. Continued on page 3




Christmas is upon us

and Hanukkah - oy vey

No better time to make a list
And here is what we say

The Housing Committee really needs

A few small things - that's all

so here's our list - please check it twice
Then we can deck the halls

OSMHC HOLIDAY WISH LIST

New electric self-correcting typewriter,
Vacancy Control, Photographer for Update,
Volunteer Oftice help, Defeat AB483, Ad
salesperson, Storage shelving, Volunteer
Counselors, Xcrox paper, clip boards,

badge-a-matic, megaphones, office supplies,

border/gravhic books, typescetting machine,
black & white 35mm film, soft drinks,
coffee, coffee pot (30 cup), under-

write newspaper, $%$57,000, Charles to
finish corkboard peace.

DWELL ING Wl TH SUCCESS

(continued from page 2)-
informed him that his grounds
for eviction were illegal and
she kept us informed about our

legal rights with this issue.
ol & was settled very
creatively when, rather than

live under threat of eviction,
the woman agreed to be build-
ing manager for a year. This
incident added another dimen-
sion to our feelings toward
Old St Mary's - as we saw the
care and concern demonstrated
by Jodi . Rallying to the aid
of our neighbor also gave us a
stronger sense of community."

There were two days of
hearings, which most of the
tenants took time off work to

attend. They were awarded an
$81 one time reduction in rent

for reduction of service. The
Rent: Board did grant rent
increases' but, according to

Dick, "they weren't as high as
they might have been iif we
hadn't ~‘gotten together and
worked with Old St Mary's to-
organize our case. "

"The greatest benefit s
that the hardship of the bat-
tle brought everyone togeth-
er," continued Malone. "The
sense of caring and pulling
together was like an experi-
ence in a small, close-knit
community. Despite the worry
and concern, |'ve never seen

people happier than when we
were working together to help.
each other." =
Two weeks ago,  with the
hearing settled and everyone
feeling  good, .. the “resjdents
and Jodi celebrated at a party
with champagne and catered
hors d'oeuvres. |t was a well

deserved treat for a group of
people who pulled together. O

Sheriff Hennessey discussed

evictions at last month's

General Meeting.

Know Your Rights
Christmas Without Evictions

by Erica Silverberg

Almost daily, Housing
Committee counselors hear
someone say, "A new owner just
bought my building and |I'm
sure he'll try to evict me."

These calls generally
come from long-term tenants
paying relatively low rents.
They are often elderly, and
while they have benefitted

from the stability of the rent
ordinance, they are afraid to
face a rental market with less
than a 4% vacancy rate and
available units renting at
current market values.

The lack of rent controls
on vacant units in the city
(vacancy control) has created
a tremendous incentive for
landlords to evict long term
tenants.
of Independent Housing Servic-
es, says, "At times, over half
the elderly clients we
seeking housing are
evictions., They're
victed because of the gap in
housing prices. They're long
term tenants in rent
led units."

Old St Mary's
Committee is gearing
the battle to win vacancy
control, but meanwhile we of-
fer a simple way to _
the twelve _Just Causes of
eviction named in the San
Francisco Rent Ordinance. . If
you are in a rent controlled
uni-t din. the ¢ itye VOUE d
lord can evict you for one of

these reasons.

Pacific Bell

for underwriting
this issue of

UPDATE

MORE RANDOM

Continued from page 2
Wi ll the Downtown Stadium
mean a giant loss of housing?

According to Steven Tab of the
Coalition - for San “Francisco
Neighborhoods, nearly 1500 of
the 4460 housing units planned
for Rincon Hill would be el im-
inated. He also believes po-
tential developers will be
scared off. "Affordable hous-
ing will be provided at Rincon
Hil Ll conlyes it the ssitadifams -5
not built." The Supervisors
feel that the land costs make
affordable housing in the area
unlikely, stadium or not. O

cCu

unt

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Individuals — Businesses
» Open Year Round -

Out-of-State Returns, too!
10% Discount for OSMHC Members

-387-5205

In fact, Walter Park

get
facing: |
being e---:;

control-_
Housing:

ppstior

remember -

land-:

The Twelve Just
(sung to the tune of
Days of Christmas')

The “firstoeviction just
cause my landlord can give me,
massive re-ha-bil-i-ta-tion.

Causes
'the 12

The second eviction just
cause my landlord can give me
is |I'm a nuisance and massive
re-ha-bil-i-ta-tion.

Thedthirda.
The fourth...
agreement.

conversion.
won't sign

The fifth.... NON-PAYMENT
OF “RENT= < |
The sixth.... illegal use

Ot uniti2s
The seventh..

won't give
tandlord access... :

The eighth... breaking
the agreement...
The ninth.... unapproved

‘sub-tenant...

The tenth....

“rental use,

; The eleventh. is
temporary*,..

7 The twelfth Eviction Just
Cause a landlord can give me:
owner moving in, only tempor-
ary, remove from rental use,
-unapproved sub-tenant, break-

.iing. the agreement, won't give
landlord access, illegal wuse
of unit, NON-PAYMENT OF RENT,
won't sign agreement, convers-
ion, I1'm a nuisance and mass-
ive re-ha-bil-i-ta-tion,

remove from

only

*Landlords can evict tenants
temporarily to do capital im-
provements or rehabilitation
on units. :

Updated Calendar

5:15 PM

Nov 25
Mon Nominating Committee
Nov 28 HAPPY THANKSGIV ING
Nov 30 °:15 PM
Sat Decorate OSM auditorium
e for Christmas party -
Dec 2 5:30 PM
Mon Counseling Committee
Dec 3 5 SRR = |
Tue SF Housing & Tenants Council
Council Steering Committee
Dec 4 5:15 PN
Wed ** CHRISTMAS DINNER **

(Call 398-0724 to reserve a seat)

Dec 5 5:15 PM
Thurs Fundraising Committee
Dec 8 HAPPY CHANUKAH
Dec 9 5:30 PM
Mon Issues Committee
Dec 13 Deadline for Board
Rl Nominations & January UPDATE
Dec 18 5:15 PM
Wed Board of Directors Meeting
Dec 25 HAPPY CHRISTMAS
Jan: 1=ai1985 HAPPY NEW YEAR
Jan 8 5:15 PM

Wed GENERAL MEETING/ ELECTION

Joe’s Corner

The |Issues Committee deserves
a great deal of praise for its
workshop on the legislative
process held on November
ninth. They are doing a great
job!! Join them!! Call Jodi,
Marie or Erica and sign up to
attend the next meeting.
- Joe Lacey, Chairman -




TENANTS STUDY POLITICAL POWER Sen. Roberti

by Loren Nordlund ANT | -RENTER BILL STILL LOOMS
4 The Issues Committee s WantSOur He!p
Old St Mary's Housing readying itself for continued
Committee is "the most effect- work in the tenant's rights
ive grassroots group to work struggle. ~AB 483, although
in Sacramento on tenants' is- dormant, will resurface in the Over the last few years,
sues." That's what Claude Bay Area when members of the |Old St Mary's Housing Commit-
Everhart, Chief Assistant to State legislature hold an in- tee was involved in statewide
Assemblyman Art Agnos, said at terim hearing on January 10. battles to defeat anti-rent
a recent workshop entitled Passage of the Costa bill control measures, such as the
"The Politics of Organizing on would severely handicap local present AB 483. Year after
Housing Issues." communities faced with housing |year, we are forced to divert
The November ninth work- crises. An Issues Committee |some of our energies from
shop, arranged by the Issues group is already planning ac- local housing issues into de-
Committee, helped define pos- tion to voice our concerns at feating this type of legislat-
sible strategies for future that hearing. If you want to ion. This year, the monster
Old St Mary's activities. One attend the hearing, call the |of AB 483 is breathing down
of three speakers present, Mr | office at 398-0724. our necks.
Everhart stressed the need to Another Issues Committee Our success in squashing
find coalition support from activity in progress is an these bills in the past is due
other groups, like mobile home outreach to Sunset district to two important factors. The
owners. renters, many facing the loss first is our own' hard work,
Walter Park of Indepen- of rent control if AB 483 |energy and commitment. The
dent Housing Services began | passes, since they rent single |other critical link to our
the workshop with an overview family units. A meeting s success has been Senator David
of Housing problems in San | planned, with Milton Marks as |Roberti (President Pro Tem of
Francisco. He pointed to sev- the guest speaker, for Novem- the Senate). With his leader-
eral pressures on local hous- ber 20th at Holy Name of Jesus ship and strong commitment to
ing, especially downtown Church on Lawton Street. local control, we have defeat-
growth. Every million square The committee is also |gg anti-rent control measures
feet of office space creates a working to improve the evict- in the past. Andiwe will . -do
need for 880 housing wunits. ion controls in the Rent Stab- it again this year.
As persons pay more for their ilization Ordinance, since Now Senator Roberti needs
housing, Parks told the group, | current loopholes have fueled |,,r nhelp. He is compiling a
"the Reagan administration's Fhe dramatlc.rlse {n-evicloOnSs mailing list of tenant activ-
solution to this problem was in San Franclsco. L ists whom he wants to be able
to adjust the definition of to communicate with directly:
reasonable rent from 25% to When he was at the Issue Committee to inform us of urgent prob-
30% of a person's income. In workshop, Claude Everhart said that lems and enlist our help (for
San Frahcisco,, |t goes to -50% the most effective way to influence Wione calle WiNettecall -«
and sometimes higher." your Iggislators is to sganc_i thﬁm : We ask’all old ét lw;\r.'s
Those attending learned hz_and-wrltten letter explaining how . . 5 y ]
: ; bill affects you. Here are the members - tolconsidersthis: re=
deta’IIS about the workings of names of the Committee members who quest. Your name will be put
campaigns and eleCtiOTS b)ll will consider this bill in January. on L AT | 1k a T Sh g
Rich Schlackman a politica
consultant. He, poizted out The Senatg Judiciary Committee Z:‘g?:;?g: of ggfgce:?edizenagsi
that recent absentee ballot g;aggaﬁ:ip'w" SRTomERES Shole y
“changes have made""every day (916) 322-9900 If . you do not want your
an election day. He also name sent to Senator Roberti,
shares the widespread opinion Bill Lockyer, Ed Davis call--our " office db "368-0704
of poilitical professionals John Doolittle, Barry Keene, and ‘we el scrateht i name
that c¢ity government is ap- Milton Marks, Nicholas Petris, from - e memborshio i bat. we
proaching "watershed years," | Robert Presleys Art Torres, wai, S sc  phou D e by
The - ‘upcoming mayoral . race,. | o answatson December 15th, so that Senator
COUP'Td With “probatie Sypef‘;?' Roberti can compile his list
sorial vacancies "may signifi- 2 : E
cantly affect city government DONT KEEPlTA SECRET! SZLZQemthnL‘;?;f'at“re b
for the next ten years," Rich Weddings, Birthdays, Help OSMHC and Senator
said. Services, Sales Roberti defeat AB 483 -- once
resorsansensansepsonsensazsers: | This Space Available aidfor all. U
a %&%ﬁw e s YOUR CHANCE TO HAVE A
e e e e . GREATER VOICE. . .
an to an a o our members an voliun- { -
teers.
We cordially invite you to attend our din- 7 HELP PmtECt Yaurnghts! 'All merpbers Of Old St
ner on  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4th To continue our tenant/landlord Mary's Housing Committee are
Lot e : lcounseling and further our efforts tofj €ligible to run for the Board
Dtgosgélﬁgin?aci{gﬁcg:anc) win tenant protections through legis- of Directors. Potential can-
The dinner is complimentary - our way of lation, we need YOU as a member. didates will receive a packet
Seating availibla, so ask That you RSVE TOGETHER WE ARE STRONG! | delineating the requirements
to 398-0724 by November 2qth. : i : 5 and responsibilities of Board
: A% Join our Housing Committee, re- L :
R R R R R e e e aer | ceive our monthly newspaper and be mt_embers. : Th? Nomlr.latlng Com-
e e A L e part of San Francisco's leading mittee W"_' interview poten-
LiA|P Hive 23 ﬂﬁ__ renters' rights organization! tlng Canglda"iesthbetween now
Py ! '3 an ecember tenth.
| IDIA L RERE 0lE DINLA JOIN TODAY! DON TD'ELAY Board members make de-
DIliSiaRIMERE LM TP (3 $ 5 Low Income [3 $50 Sponsoring cisions; they also carry them
SlEiclu(RIVIT|IYIDIEIP|lo|s|\|T Dmsg"g&?:f“'p Os gte;]rgrbershlp out. It is an opportunity for
VIARMMTIE E EIR AT* Membership 5y ex;l)anqing ycl)urd ho;izons;(' lclje-
[0 $25 Supportin veloping eadership ski S5
b O SA cla REBEAG Me?r?bersr?ip : having fun and advancing the
Rlo|T FlAIR A LINA '} principles of Old St Mary's.
|o|lR1GAINIL 2 E|TIENIAINITIS NAME , All of us. ‘are. learning, so
IV  IREBFlolo THRA I TIM ; don't feel that inexperience
AL OV N olAIL 0 |E|S ADDRESS zip is an obstacle.
UP? Ll i I-f you can handle it, the
PHONE (home) (work) Old St Mary's Board of Direc-
LA IRIAINIDIDEDDIYC T Please make checks payable to: tors may be right for you.
Al ot N KEEAISITE|R 0ld St. Mary's Housing Committee For more information, phone
PlAlolNo TElo|lAlTEU V|0 660 California, SF 94108 the office, 398-0724.
Nlol|B TIEIN|T Ph T *Contributions are tax deductible - Gary Tutin, Secretary -
e :
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