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The Sundial at Ingleside Terraces 
IF.ii:~~iM;:til \: 1-;: wonders when th ere came to man the 

sense or time, and the thought of its di­
v1s1on into units. In rudimentary form it 
must have fo llowed consciousness very 

quickly, for when man became man the earth, in its in­
comprehensible space spinning, was revol\'ing daily. 
following it· long-formed habit. lt eemecl. o f course, 
very flat and very stable. Pri11111s knew that it wa • 
becau e he could see it. Sec1111d11s has lea rned to mod­
estly doubt the evidence o f hi sense , and i not so 
cock ure that what seems to be, su rely is. 

But the rising and the setting un were at fir st the 
ure t thing that happened. ome days were wet. 

some were dry. I eat and cold alternated . but through 
it all the faithful sun never ceased to rise and steadi ly 
traverse the heavens. til l he disappeared beh in d th e 
western line of shore or sea. 

T hen -some observing : avage saw that he was fo l­
lowed by a shadow that was longer in the morning- and 
towards sunset and vanished at hig-h noon. I le soon 
traced it to the . un and found that -its length was the 
same every day and at every part of the day. 

Finally there was fashioned an in strument having a 
gnomon that intercepted the rays o f the sun and 
projected a shadow upon a disc. It measured dies, 
the clay. \Ne call it the dial. To us it see ms a crude 
contrivance and its interest is historic and poetic. It 
is a monument of the pa t held in tender regard. 
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:.fost people think of a sundial iro111 a merely senti­
mental point of Yiew. They associate it with an o ld­
fa :-< hionecl garden \\'here roses and honey ·uckle bloom 
and :pill their fragrance upon the st ill. suft air.-a 
peaceful. sunny Hower-spot, ideal in which to dream 
away a s11111111er\; afternoon watchi ng the progress of 
time from the dial's silent iacc. Few. howe,·e r. kno,v 
anything about its practical side or of its c,·olution 
thr ugh centuries of time. 

The first known reference to a sundial is found in 
J saiah. 38 :8: "ll hold. J will bring again the ~hado\\" 
of the clegr c which is gone down in tht· Sundial of 

hab. ten degrees backward ." This is supposed to 
ha\' been written 700 years IL C. 'icero in one of 
his letters mentions sending a su ndial to his ,·ilia 111 

Tusculum. and it is belic,·ed that one discover d 111 

1746 is the identical dial to which he referred. 
The imp rtant feature of a sundial is the gnomon. 

Th is is the piece that project. from the face of the 
dial. [tis a lways set pointing due no rth and its shadow 
as it falls across the face o f the dial marks the hour. 
Herodotus . . ay the Greeks. deriv cl the use of the .rnomon 
from the Babylonians. The word has the ,-.ame rnot as 
gnosti and ·ignifies one \\"ho kno\\"s. l t gives knowledge 

f the hour. 
The time at first recorded was no t exact. The hours 

were not o.f the same length. and were called tempo­
rary hours, but in the thirtee nth century much s tudy 
was given to the science of measuring time. and the 
_ undial became approximately correct. 

undial in. criptions add to their charm. and have an 
interesting place in literature . 
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A few minutes' ride by troll ey out of the deafen­
ing roar of the busines center of an Francisco there 
i a garden pot-a green amph ith eater o ,·crl ooking th e 
shi ning reaches f the blue Pacific. lt sp reads out un­
der the un like a n old Italian villa. By a series of 
velvety terraces, the uppermost of which is crowned 
by a thick wood o f pine and cedar . it drops down to a 
su nken gard en where in li e a rrreat stone sundial. th e 
largest and most magnificent un<li al in the \\'Orlcl. 

Of a ll the attract ive spots in or around San Fran­
cisco there i none more whol ly delightful than thi s 
sundial pa rk at Ingle_ ide Terraces. It i a place full 
of color , fragrance and so ng, for the bircl s throu ghout 
the long. unny hour fill the air with their melody. 

That the location is favored by a mild climate may be 
inferred from the reproduced photograph on the opposite 
page, taken on the evening of the sundial dedication. 

There i a curious fascination about the spot and one 
may well spend here an in structi,·e and in:piring hour 
following in the wake o f the sun 's slow shadow. 

The gigantic granite gnomon of the un<lia l at In ­
gleside Terraces is tr iangular in shape, and superb in 
its s im plic ity of utline. lt rises to a height of twenty­
six feet. It bridges a limpid pool wherein two bronze 
seals sport and form the base f a f untain that play 
day and night. Running around the ·tone curb f the 
pool is a rippling circlet o f gorgeou s purple and ye ll w 
pansies. Then come the broad dial marked with Ro­
man numeral like the face of a clock. n one side o f 
the gnomon is set an exact table givin g the minutes 
that mu t be added to or be deducted from sundia l time 
in order to get true local time. 
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The park itself is la id out with regard to the points 
of the compas . Fou r great heart-. haped plots of 
grass surrounded by walks poi nt one each to the true 
south , north, east and we. t. At intermediate points 
f ur beautiful columns. representing the four class ics 
of architecture, Doric, Corinthian , Ionic and Tuscan, 
ri se in graceful clignity from star-shaped flower beds 
that are always a blaze of colo r. Each column is sur­
mounted by a bronze va. e upon which, in bas-relief, 
is told by allegorical figures the tory o f the four 
stages of man, the four sea ons of the yea r, and the 
fo ur per iods of the clay . 

• -\ wonderfu l sense of peace pervades this place, ac­
centuated by the . ky-rcAecting pool and the tweh·e 
low stone benches encircling t he garden and offering 
rest to th e leisure-loving sou l. The noise and con­
fu sion o f the great city beyond the pine forest on the 
uppermost terrace is shut out. and the hush is broken 
only by th e song of birds and the far-off pounding of 
the surf upon the beach. The view in every direct ion 
is entrancing. especially to the west across Lake 
Merced. 

There are several entrances to th e sundial park 
in Inglesid e Terraces, but hy far the best way to view 
th e spot in al l its beauty is from the entrance to the 
south. going as you enter toward s the we t and then 
along the path encircl ing the dial. In this way, com­
mencing at a point where the first shaclow at dawn 
falls across the face of the dial. you follow in the 
cour e of the sun until it drops into the ocean at 
night. 

Ry fo llo wing this route you first reach the s im ple 
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The ceremony attending the dedication o f the sun­
dia l at Ingl e:-- ide Terrace:-- wa:-- one of rare delight. It 
took place at the close of a warm, ,·ivicl day in the 
fall of th e yea r. The su n had gone clown into the 
ocean . lea,·ing the :--ky a ll crim son and gold . The air 
\\'a s so ft a nd ,.;till and hea,·i ly scented with the fragrant 
breath of fln\\·er:-. Fa r away beyond the g rassy 
,.;t retches of t he Terrace:-- t he sea refl ec ted the g lory 
o f the snn:--et. and o ne might ea:--i ly im agi ne himself 
in an olcl garden on the :--hore of the ::'ll ecl iterranean . 

The s nndi a l and the four column :,; su r roun d in g it 
" ·ere ,·e ilcd and loomed ,d1apele:--s against a rippling 
background o f flm\'erbecb. .\ s the shade of night 
deepe ned. t here \\' a:-- quiet and peace and repo:--e over 
a ll thing:--. 
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Suddenly the Terraces seemed to awaken . l, ights 
flashed fro m the \\·ind o ws of the clul> ho11:--e. and from 
its broad. arched ,· eranda:-- came :-,()11nds oi laughter 
and merrim ent. .-\utomobiles hu111111ed their \\'ay alung 
the broad a,·enues and :--topped at the :-- undial park. 
Soon th ousa nds of peopl e had grou1H.:d the111:--el\·e,._ 
about th e sundial park ancl filled the tiers ui :--eat:-­
that had been pro vided for the occasion. 

Then softly upon the night air came trains of mu­
sic. ancl two chilclrcn ."a boy and a gir l. dressed in Colo­
nial costumes a nd as dainty as Dresden ch in a figures . 
danced up to the dial and rel ea. eel the Spirit of the 
fountain. a tiny little water nymph . who rn,;c fro m 
the pool with her filmy. fluttering skirts sparkling 
and g liste ning in the moonlight. T he littl e one waved 
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her wand and immediately the s unrlial park was a 
blaze uf li g ht. Th ere was a crash of triumphant music 
and th e n :il fel l fro m th e giant gnomon that no w 
rose in classic dign ity above the splashing fountain . 
Each o f the four column s about the dial were ,·is it ed 
by th e little Spiri t and they . too, dropped th eir veils 
at th e \\'a,·e o f her wa nd. 

The stork dance now came. Two great torks draw­
ing baby buggies appeared on the scene, lured on by 
doze ns o f little children who. to the merry st rain s of 
music. frolick cl and ent iced and encouraged the . torks 
in their trip about the dial. 

Then cai:1e the special joy dance in which the grown­
up residents of the new neighborhood took part, the 
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joy of the e,·cn in g- culminating in a dance al the cluh 
house. At 111id11 ight supper was served. and the birds 
were a lready singi ng in the da\\' n \\'hen the last light 
went out. The occasion clearly demonstrated the fri endly 
pirit and cordial good feeling preva iling at l 11 g leside 

Terrace . 
Hi storic coincidences are sometimes significant. 

Just why th e final blast at Panama. th a t permitted 
the waters of the Atlant ic and th e Pacifi c to inter­
min g le, should occur on th e same clay that the ," un ­
clial at Ingleside was dedicated may not be at first 
apparent, but the ' 'ki ss o f the ocea ns, .. promi se of the 
coming greatness of San Francisco. needed as a com­
plement some assurance o f th e fitting hnm es required 
for its happiness and highe. t welfare. 
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l ngl eslde T erra s as a r s ld en ce p a rk w as ca r efully plo tted by Its l and ­
scape engin ee rs t o t a k e full advantage of th e contou r o f th e hill s an d 
valleys. Th e vi w of th e ocea n Is prese r v d and enh a n ced by Its b ea utiful 
t erraces, and th e w a rmth of th e ·unshln e Is fully con s r vecl . R c t a ngula r 
lines a,· f ew , grace ful curves pred omina ting. Th e street w o rk Is the b es t 
that skill can d e,· tse or money pay f o r . Com e See-.. Th a t' s All. " 
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r ZOlb Avc.ond t:llls ~l. c.or nt 
Ile:. lonqer Thon by way oJ tht l'wln P 

ncl and Morkt1 ~tre.cr. 
uteover Oc.conAvc.ond Hb!tlon ~t.. c.o 
, 1, I~ mile, lon 4Jcr than by wa.y oj t 
n Peal\ ! Tunnel ono Mo rK. er 5,Jrte 

Th val ue of high-c lass, w e ll Improved ,·es icl en ·e p roPl' rt y, wh <· n p ,·o ­
t ec t c-d b y wise r es tric ti on s, dep end s u pon th e r e lati on th a t its di s t an ce 
In mil es b C'a r s to its n earn ess 1,, tim e to th e c ity cente1·. 
From Fourth a nd M a rke t , ov r Twenti eth Av £- nu e a nd l~llis Stree t , t hC' 
distance Is 7 ½ mil es, and the running tim e Is 42 minutes. 
Through th e lunn <, J th e d i s t a n ce I s 5 mlles,-on - t hi r d l ess. F o r 
about h alf thi s cll s t a n ·c th e cars run throu g h th tunn el a t rapid 
sp e cl with out stops, taking hut 5 rnlnut;,s. The r em a ining 2½ mil es 
will occ upy 15 m i nutes, making 20 In all. So that whi l e th e di s tan ce 
Is r educed on e-third, th tim e Is r du ced more th an on e- h a lf. 
If th o comfort and h eauty o r tngl t>s l,l e T P1-rac,• s m·o r each ed In l es,; 
th a n half th e time, will It n o t I.J c of more than double th e v a lue ? 
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Concerning Homes 

•

I•: \'()~ I) qu e,;t ion. the 1m,,;t illlp1>rta11t thing 
in life 1s li,·ing. ( )i first impo r tance i,; 
how we li,·c-to what purpo,;c , and clo::-ely 
after fo ll ows ,,,ftcrc we !i,·e, important uf 

it self and largely influencing the lll ai n considera tion. 

\ · suming th at a ma n rea lly ali,·e and \\'i,;hing to 
make hi s li fe worth \\'h ilc . finds hilll sdf in San 1: ran­
ci:co. is he li,·ing o r is he Ill rely cx i,;tin g·. q11artc rcd 
i11 a hotel. a boardi ng IHl u,;e o r a11 apartment ? Th l' 
o nl y place in whi ch unc ra n li,·c to any ath·a ntagc 
i,; a ho m e. Of cour,;e th ere arc pcr,;ons. si ngle o r 
. in gular. ,·ictim s o f mi sf!l rtune o r blind to opportu ­
nity . who get a long S<> m cho w witlwut one. Intl mar­
ri ed people. c,;pcc ially \\'he n they a rc blc,;scd \\'ith 
child ren. arc to be c ithl'r p iti ed o r hlalllcd if they d1 ) 
not li,·e in a rea l home. \\ 'ne be to th e parent who 
deni es to a ch ild hi s in hncnt r i:,·ht. 

:\ child ',; future large ly depends 0 11 hi ,; e11\'i ro n-
1n e11t. a nd the bes t a,; ,; ura1 1re of happin ess and we ll ­
be in g i,; in growi ng up in th e hea lthy atnwspherc 
of a clean an d happy home. San Francisco has su f­
fer ed fro m not encourag ing att racti,·e ho mes. 1Iolll cs 
need prot ect io n and she has no t affo rd ed it. H o uses 
011 twenty-fi ve fo ol 1/)ts . ., clbowing s tables and C hin c,;e 
laundrie,;, ha,·e driY cn th o usand s ac ros • th e hay o r 
down the peninsula. Th e ri sk o f buying p roperty lia ­
ble to he rui ned i,; grea t. and penplc \\'ho oug ht to have 
homes pay rent and scrap l\' ith stingy la ndlord s. 
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Experience has shown that th e on ly hope for homes 
that can be relied l 11 is rig-id restriction against abuses. 
In a ll our larger cities pri\·ate enterprise has acco m­
plished \\"hat legislation ha · failed to attain. In an 
Francisco. L>rcsidio Terraces is a good example in a 
sma ll \\"ay. and other illnstration s are happily now 
afforded. but the most extens ive and the most fully 
deHloped tract is f ngleside Terraces. 

\\"hen the Lrban Realty Improvement Company, 
a well capitalized concern. bought the old Ingleside 
race track property, compri-ing 1-+8 acres of hills and 
valleys lying east of Lake :\Ierced, and proceeded to 
make of it a beautiful res idence park the wise-acres 
scoffed. but the management went steadily on. Land­
scape artists laid out the tract skillfully and with good 
ta te. l t has a Jll' rfect sewer ystem, a wholly adequate 
!->Upply of 1rnter. a unique and abundant lighting system . 
and the best possible pavement and side\\"alks. 

:\ series of terraces preserve to nearly all lots a magnifi­
cent view across Lake :\I creed to the ocean. \t\"ide curving 
avenues. orna111e11tal courts and parking. and imposing 
stone portals enhance the natural beauty. 

Crowded conditions arc impossibl e. );o building 
is nearer than 100 feet from t he resid ence that face~ 
it. nor less than fourteen feet from a neighbor on 
ei th er ·i cl c. T he lots are n t less than fi fty feet front , 
and deep enoug h for lawn and garden. 

T here ne \·er ca n be, in the tract any laundries, li v­
ery stables. or sa loons. Pu rchasers may absolutely 
rely on be ing protec ted against any objecti nable fea­
tures t hat will deprec iate property Yalt!es o r interfere 
with th e enjoyment o f a home. 
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Ingles ide Terraces, as a res id ence park. is no longer 
a probability . lt is an acco111p li,d1 ecl fac t. ln loca­
tion and the character o f impro vement it ha · been 
generally comm end ed as the mos t attracti,·e spot in 
San I'-rancisco. f.lowers grow in profusion e\·cry­
where. fine club hu11se is th e .-cenc of frequent 
socia l gath erings. A \\'ell-equipped la wn-tennis court 
is fr ee to all. lt harbors a large nu mber ()f \\'ell-

contented re. icl ent , and th e building of comfort ab le 
and beautiful home. steadily continues. 

The park is so extensive tha t it affo rd s room for 
people of \'ariecl means and tastes. The higher priced 
lots have naturally been improved by more expen­
s i\·e residences. while other portions ha1·e afforded op­
portunity for s impl er homes-but all in good taste 
and on an equality in sharin g view. climate and st reet 
improvements. 
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The only drawback has been lack of tran spnr ta tion. 
But the additional service afforded by th e Ellis St reet 
Car ( 17) i1as greatly illlf}roved facilities. and with 
th e completion o f tt1e T win Peaks ttmn el deii,·erance 
will he at hand . \\"hen this superb tract can be reached 
in twenty minut es from :\larket treet. \\'hat wil l be 
the value and _the price of these lots? 

Ou r one appea l has been: " ·ome See. That"s :-\1 1."' 
Arguments are unn ecessary. A ll we ask you to do is 
to vi it Inglesid e T erraces and judge for yourse lf. 
If you have any doubts as to th e working result of 
a h me in the locality you may ring any door bell and 
ask dwellers on th e tract ho w th ey like it. 

The cofor plates herein a re from the new process 
actual photograph s, not copy ing a fancifull y painted 
land scape. but telling th e trut h, though somewhat 
inad equately . 

It is a double pleac ure wh en uccess in a le<riti111ate 
business enterpri se also adds lo the com fort and hap­
pin ess of patrons. The directors take plea~ure in see­
in g this beautiful spot appropriated by attract ive 
homes. Th ey have acted in go d fai th . 11 the work 
has been clone on honor. and they feel sure that full 
equiYalent ha been rendered fo r every dollar paid in . 
Looking forward th ey see every lot occupied by an 
appropriate home and a great colll munity o f we ll -satis­
fied re idents. l\fay you be one o f the fo rtun ate group! 

Beautiful homes, ranging fr 111 $6.()(X) to $20.()(X) . 
. reacly for oc.cupancy may be purchased 11 0 \\'. Choice 
lots. graded and improved. ready fnr bui ld ing. lllay he 
had, and houses to suit will he buil t to order 011 short 
not ice. Payment may be macrc on \fery fan, rah ie tcr!lls . 
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URBA REALTY IMPROV E JENT 
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