
Mr. Rene Vayssie 
1977 Clay Street . 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Vayssie, 

1109 Alice Street 
Modesto, California 
January 2, 1957 

• I wish to thank you !or your stand in rejecting the 
Flame and Phoenix design for a mural in the fl.arina Library. 

When I saw the sketch at the Art Festival I was appalled 
that this, o!' allthe excellent designs · submitted, should have been 
chosen. It was so far below the standard that it should hardly have 
been exhibited with the others. 

I am a lihrarian. The thought of hav:n~ to work, re~, or 
sturiy in the same room with that design 2 s a tapestry - a design es­
sentia1ly one huge ~lob of flame-red -- a pendant bonfire - gives me 
p,ooseflesh. 

You would not be able to escape ii-, anywhere 'in the room. 
~b mat:er where you were that red glob would 8rab at :rcur eyesight. 
Noone could read in decent comfort in that room. As a further outrage 
to aesthe~ics it was to be ~~ t uated im~nrii.at~ly next to a fireplaceJ 
A firedace is a rieli'"!htft: l a,..d:tion to ,, library - but with t~ fires 
~oi.n.,. ?." the :;a.rne time -!e r.odsJ 

Tam cert~in that the memhers of the jury and the Art 
COr.'U!li55~cn r~e not a~rl nPver have been library rntrons. The faults of 
+he rles~:-;n for t!ie f'unctinn ,t wa~ to serve are so obvious1 Their 
c ~Fi m.-=; t r, ~,e.'l.rs of th~ ~turiy nf ;:i,rt !!nd deeo knowledc:e are ,;,xtremely 

• . ' 
dl.!b l r'lUS. 

T o,njny =:!11 ~pr-r~c.:..c1te ahst.ract art. In the crin::,e library 
where I work ~herQ, i s ~lways on exhibit one of the three abstract oaintings 
,me ~wo l'.'ieces of sculc '.:. ure that I 01,,1J1, rurch;;.se~ frmi San Francisco 
;~ :i 11 P.ri •' s. The !TIQ,rt ts · of 2bst.rHct ver~u~ realistic :.!"Ca.re not the 
,,, ie s: inn for riebate. 1'he ,-:uestlon is s:im:'1y one of what i.~ ~ood art o.nd 
!"0od t ;is~ anrl Hr. Arlams' design was neither. 

A friend wh0 s~w it descr1beci it as a tqallery shoc~er' - an 
r. tt. '?'ll=--t b...,- an arti st with nothing t.c say to ."'et attention. 

Thanks t.c yo11 it will not be allowe1 to become :1. librar,y . 
shocker. 

Yo11r crH i c ,- 3.re unwi 1 ling to defend 'or to debate the 
:::eri t~ nf +: !le rlP!""f m; rather they draP' the red-herring- of cliches 
' C'l: r ~~ vi c P:-irle t " nrl •rur ').11 !",ur~l Heri +,,1.ge t acr-,,s this matter. 
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Mr. Stearne has cri t~ c1 sen you in i..:n~entleIMnl:r terms for rP.ject.1 ng 
this •owing to ·1.he ,.-1ct t hat the t:irestry woulrl h;we to be •..raven at 
the Aubusson ~a~~tr:-1 Centr>r i.n France." 

If this is •small-~i.nded chauvini~m• then T h~ve a ~oorl case of i.t 
too. I resent :he fact that t'1.if; much (too much) tooten 1prize' - a 
paltry $2,<XX). for mod-=l, co:-:i,..,leted and i.m talled work - sh".:)1.1ld not 
e.o to ;::_ local artist in <=?nt.irety for com;,}ete ex~cut:on c-f •.he ·"'ork. 
It is one th:ing to ;1rorluce a wr-,rk -:,fart, and ".11.1HP. ~not~e-:-- tc corT'd :::ir.n 
1 t to be done from :: :,ketr:::1, ~s was 1-!r. ft.-i:1!'!",' :i ntPnti on. 

Mr. St <>nrn~ '=" ~rot~c:;t s :iho11t S.1.n Fr'3.:1cisco 't-e~ r. .~ " ruFur~J cen•.l'lr 
rln;;; r :-.!~~er 1:r,11C'w :f he ::;ees netting :r.~:n:cal ~'."' t11e c11~t1Jr~l , erit :_;.,.e 
in not r-rorl'..lcing the •. .,ork in t>!"ltiretv 1oc:.1]y. 

A librr.rv P.mN:','i e: the w01·ks o~ t he mlnd ar.~ r.;;-.-:irl~ 0f :ii.an tr.roufh _ 
=.l.l the a.i:::es: ..:_ t i~ ;:. rifhtf1i1 r~ ,~ ... f~r :-~inti nr: '"-nd scu)-:'lbre to be. 
B,1t :o choose a work fnr a 1i.br2r,.r W!"dch '.in r.2~ure j:-o dest.'."l.i.c t: ve to :he 
enj0°"::ent of book,; and ::--e1.~in£1 - which sc!"F.e.m..c: '1nok at Tl'lf' 1 _;. ¾- s rmite 
wrong. 

Ap;ai n, thank :irr.u for vcur _good ta~t e c=:n(! :ro()d Jud~:ei!"!1:r.t. 

Mr. Eric Stearne 
:Mr. Frederick W. Quandt 
Elizabet~ Quandt 
Henrik Bull 
Mr. AJfred Frankenstein 
The San Francisco Art Cl"l!I:7li~~ion 
The San Francisco Litrary Corrrrr.:_:1:,:ion 
The Editor, San Francisco Chronicle 
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