1109 Alice Street
Modesto, California
January 2, 1957

Mr. Rene Vayssie
1977 Clay Street .
San Francisco, California
Dear Mr. Vayssie,

I wish to thank you for your stand in rejecting the

Flame and Fhoenix design for a mural in the Marina Library.

When I saw the sketch at the Art Festival T was appalled
that this, of all the excellent designs:-submitted, should have been
chosen. It was so far below the standard that it should hardly have
been exhibited with the others. '

I am a librarian. The thought of havinz to work, read, or
study in the same room with that design as a tapestry — a design es=-
sentiazlly one huge rlob of flame-red -- 2 pendant bonfire — gives me
gooseflesh. %

You would not be able to escape i% anywhere in the room.
Mo matier where you were that red glob would grab a* your eyesight.
Ncone could read in decent comfort in that room. As a further outrage
to aesthetics it was to be situated immediately next to a firerlacel
A firerlace is a Adelientful a“dition to = library = but with two fires
going a2t the same time —--= Ye Gods!

T am certain that the members of the jury anc the Art
Commissicn zre not and never have been library matrons. The faults of
the desimm for the functimn it was to serve are so obvious! Their
cizims to rears of the study of art and deep knowledge zre extremely
dubinus, .

T enjoy =nd aorreciate abstract art. In the crivate library
where T work ‘hera is always on exhibit one of the three abstract vaintings
and ‘wo pieceas of sculrture that I own, rurchased from San Francisco
7alleri»s. The merits of abstract versus realistic ar€ are not the
cues:inn for debate., The ~uestion is simcly cne of what is sood art and
good tast, and Mr. Adams! design was neither.

A friend who saw it described it as a tgallery shocksr! — an
ettemnt bv an artist with nothing to say to ret attention.

Thanks tc you it will not be allowed to become a2 library
shocker,

Your critics are unwilling to defend 'or to debate the
marit= of the desieny rather they draes the red-herring of clichés —
I™ur Zfvie Pridet and tCur Tultural Heritaget acrnss this matter,




Mr. Stearne has criticised you in uncentlemanly terms for rejecting
this towing to the Tact that the tarestry would have to be woven at

the Aubusson Tanestrv Center in France,"

If this is 'small-minded chauvinism! then T have = rood case of it

too. I resent the fact that this much (too much) tooted'prize' — a

paltry $2,000. for mndel, com~leted and iretalled work — shonld not
go to =z local artist in =ntirety for complete executien cof the work.
Jt is one thing to nroduce a work of art, and quite ~nother tc commi
it to be done from = sketch, as was Mr. Adams' intention,

Mr, Stearnefs rrotests abont Jan Francisco btein~ 2 cultural centar
ring rather hnllow i f he sees ncihing inimical ¢~ the cultural herit:re

in not troducing the work in entiretyv loczlly.

4 librarv embe’ies the works o” the mind and spirit of man throurh
211 the ares: it iz o rigntful vlace for rwzinting and sculpture to be.

But ‘o chcose a work for a librarv which in rzature is dest~uctive to the
enjcrment of books and reating — which screams 'look at met! — is r1ite

wrong.
Arain, thank you for veur good taste and ~ood judgemert,
Ve% truly vyy
Misz Benella Gallwug '
Conies 10 ==
Mr. Eric Stearne .
Mr. Frederick W. Quandt
Eljzabeth Quandt
Henrik Gull
Mr, Alfred Frankenstein
The San Francisco Art Comnission
The San Francisco Titrary Comrission
The Editor, San Francisco Chronicle . .
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