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New stoplights, 
more lag time at 
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To safeguard San Francisco's 
worst intersections, city engineers 
plan to hang stoplights across busy 
driving lan , install bigger len es 
to catch the eye of each driver and 
allow more lag time between light 
changes to help clear congested 
er streets. 

The changes, prompted by a 
long loot at accident totals across 

the city, aim to help drivers who 
often complain that they cannot 
see traffic lights on cluttered side­
walks. The timing changes, calling 
for a one- or two- econd delay with 
red lights in all directions, are de­
signed to reduc~ the danger when 
a driver slides through an intersec­
tion on the tall end of a yellow 
light. 

The plans were drawn up by 
the Traffic Engineering Depart• 
ment and will be sent to the Park­
ing and Traffic Commission next 
week. 

"One big difference between 
San Francisco and other cities in 
California Is that San Francisco 
bas narrower streets that were 

built in preautomobUe days," said 
traffic engineer Jack Lucero 
Fleck, who wrote the report. 
"With narrower streets, narrower 
intersections, there's very little 
room for error." 

There are more intersections 
and a higher volume of cars on the 
streets in San Francisco because 
there are not many freeways, 
Fleck said. 

He noted that the number of 
injury accidents last year - 5,300 
- was the lowest in 15 years. 

The city's mo t accident-prone 
intersection Is Fourth and Harri• 
son, which had 29 accidents last 
year. 

The maze-like corner at 13th 
Street, Howard and outh Van 

came in second with 23 acci­
dents. The Inter ection of Market 
and Van ess bad the third high• 
est number of accidents with 20 
la t year and also Is the worst inter• 

ction for pedestrians. Eight peo­
ple were injured in crosswalks. 

To improve signal visibility and 
safety at these and other high-acci­
dent inter ections, the city plans to 
install 12-incb ignal lenses to re­
place the eight-inch size. Engi­
neers also want more "mast arm" 
signals that extend over the lanes 
and will phase in an "all-reii" one-
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to tw ond lag time between 
light changes. 

The city will also add the all-red 
interval to six other intersections 
with high numbers of "rlgbt-an-

j gle" accidents, in which cars run­
ning stoplights have broadsided 

~ other vehicles. These cross streets 
~ tJ are: San Bruno and Silver, 25th Av­
,_.. J enue and Clement, Columbus and 
d,. ~ orth Point, Seventh and ion, tJ. 14th Street and South Van ess, 
> and Leavenworth and Sutter. 

San Francisco bas an unusually 
high rate of right-angle accidents, 
which account for 20 percent of all 

traffic accidents in the city, ac­
cording to the cautornia State Au­
tomobile As.wciation. 

The city experiences almost 20 
tim more right angle accidents 
than the state average - 371 annu­
ally per 100,000 people in San Fran­
cisco versus 19 per 100,000 state­
wide, the insurance firm said. 

"San Francisco does not have 
disproportionately more Intersec­
tions, so it suggests that drivers in 
San Francisco are a little more 
careless when they enter an inter­
section than other motorists in the 
tate," said Barry Shiller, a repre­

sentative with the insurance firm. 

"It means entering an intersection 
is a lot more risky in San Francisco 
than other cities in cautornia." 

According to the city, the btg­
g t improvement in 1993 was the 
intersection of Pine and Presidio, 
which had the highest accident 
rate in the city for the last five 
years but no longer makes It into 
the top 25. The inter ectlon averag­
ed 14 accidents for the last five 
years but reported only six acci­
dents in 1993. 

ew ignals banging over driv­
ing lanes were installed last year 
and are credited for reducing acci­
dents. 
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