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Dr. Loco has a 
prescription for 
smarts r B-11 

What films will be a hit this 
fall? Anyone's guess [ B-1 J 

Sett-enclosed Virtual Boy is 
a new way to play [ B-1 J 

Dr. Loco (Jose Cue
llar) is o miu;ician 
and a professor ot 
S.F. State. 

Dr. Loco's prescriptiori for smarts 
As professor or rock 
musician, he tries to 
tum on light bulbs 
"In cla.s I 'm known a.s JJrofc.sor 
Cuelwr. On stage . . . I'm Dr. Lo
co." 

- Jos~ Cuellar, chairman, La 
Raza Studies, ·san Francisco State 
University, leader of Dr. Loco's 
Rockln' Jalapeilo Band 

B:, Monica V aledcia 
OF n-E EXAMINER STAFF 

RUSHING DO'.VN the hall
way in a flannel , dark 
shades and braided beard, 

Jose Cuellar doesn't look like your 
~verage instructor. He's hip. He's . 
cool. H,_.'s colorful. Arriving at 
Room 1115 of the campus psycholo
gy build. ng, Cuellar looks like he'd 
be more comfortable cruising in a 
low-rider. 

Cue!' tr gives a quick handshake 
just bef ,re opening his office door .. 

" l l •Jpe you haven't been 
waiting iong. We just finished our 
departr. ent meeting . .. preparing 
the aca !emic calendar, you know, 
getting ready for the new semes
ter," Cliellar says, flashing a wide 
smile. 

Cuellar rests his tattooed hand 
on a desk engulfed by research pa
pers and history texts. He is chair 
of La Raza Studies at San Francis
co State University. As department · 
chair and professor, Cuellar is a 
lecturer in the history of Chicano 
music and a principal researcher of 
a multi-year project an U.S. Mexi-
can communities. • 

"'Profesor Cuellar' is the ana
lyst in me. He's the one who likes 
to think, synthesize information 
and communicate that to stu
dents,'' Cuellar explains at his cam- . 
pus office. "It's exciting to eee the 
light bulbs go on in the claasroom." 

During the day, Cuellar is a pro
fessor on campus. But when the• 
moon rises, a new persona takes 
over. "All of a sudden my alter ego 
kicks in. 'Dr. Loco' kind of emerges 
out of the classroom and recon
nec1s with the artist part of ·me," 
Cuellar says. "We11 be cookin' on 
stage and the audience moves to 
the same groove. There's a sort of 
Pit,d riritv therC' t.hnt's renlly c,w,1." 
Cudlnr i,,nds Dr. lAico's i{,,ckin' 

.low Cuellar of S .F. State is perhaps better known as the leader of Dr.' Loco's Rockin' Jal,ipeiio Band. 

Jalapeiio Band, the San Francisco
baaed group that fuses rock, salsa 
and blues with progressive politics. 
The band will churn out "movi
miento music" at three Bay Area 
spots this month. Performi~g since 

. 1989 when the bond formed at 
'Stanford University, Dr. Loco's 
Rockin' Jalapeiio Band may very 
well be the smartest set around. 
Cuellar and his eight compadrcs all 
hold college degrees and many 
teach at Bay Area universities. 

"We work day and night .. It's 
part of the same discipline from 

school when y~ pull all-nighters," 
he says. 

Cuellar knows· both history and 
R & B. The San Antonio native, 
who earned his doctorate in an
thropology from UCLA, combines 
his careers as both educator and 
musician to deliver a significant . 
message. 

"It not only takes dedication to 
play well , yo~ need to understand 
the world from a multidimensional 
foundnt ion that an education pro
vides," he explains. 

'l 'h,· I< ,co prof structures his per-

formances as he does his academic 
plan book. "Just like I plan my 
lecture notes, I plan my sets so that 
my performances have a kind of 
shape to them, a connection with 

• the listeners," Cuellar says. On 
stage, Dr. Loco dips back in prepa
ration for the fiery grooves that will 
blast from his sax. After the band 

• heats up the dance club, Dr, Loco 
introduces the ,lnlapd,os hy nnnw, 
instnunent and degree. I mpre.~.st.>d 
by the b,md memlw,rs' credentials, 
fAn8 npprottch him ofh: r tiw !-.h f 1W. 

•• P l·ople tal k to mr Hft c r t he 

·,j1,11 \ • ,I J,ll :,,, \' d i " j)jnl! 

uut 1, I ,d1uul. I ll ·l! 1l1L' ll1 1I '!:-, no t 

l'llOll!-! h to j u:-.L l1t1\ 'L· H <·n ree r in 
rnm,ic, thut cm cdueotion is just a~ 
impufl.ant. It. g-ivt•~ yuu chuicc-s ,1 
Cu,-llnr explains. Cuellar la id dow 
his tenor saxophone during the lat 
'70s and early '80s to pursue aca 
<lcmic endeavors. After earning a 
Ph.D. from UCLA in 1977, Cuellar 
started lecturing at numerous cam
µuses and racking up a number of 
teaching and community service 
awards. The "Dr. Loco" bu1.z kick
ed in when he ran into his old 
fri ends in Los Lobos in the mid
'84';. 

"They asked me how I was do
ing and I told them I was teaching 
at Stanford," Cuellar savs. "Dave 
(Hidalgo) said, 'No, h~w's your 
hor:i going?' whid, ,nade me think/ 
about playing again. I carried my 
horn home with me but it was in 
the closet." 

At the time, Cuellar had been 
teaching a course called "The His
tory of Chicano Music" at Stanford 
University. He gathered the musi
cal talents of students and faculty 
to form "Dr. Loco's Origine.l Corri- ! 

do Boogie Band" in I 988. After . 
band members left following grad-

1 

uation, the lineup changed and the 
band was revived as "Dr. Loco' 
Rockin' Jalapeiio Band." 

"I wasn't looking for players 
with degrees. It just sort of hap
pened that way," Cuellar says. 
"You've got to always be learning, 
growing and exploring. Those pat
terns that come out of an educa
tion can be applied to life. In part 
this stems from the history of the 
band." I 

The band released its third al
bum, " jPuro Party!" in May, a 
spicy fusion of mestiw and mulat
to styles celebrating the band's 
Mexican American heritage. 

"You find the same themes in 
the music that you find in lit.era• 
ture: love and hate relationships, 
issues of humor, of irony, of history 
. , . immigrant concerns, the exploi
tation of migrant. workers, racial 
tension." 

"We've been able to identi fy 
with n diverse group in different 
ways. Children are inte rested in 
th~ music hcco usc it's li vclv and 
somctim('s silly. l >nrc nls RPJ~roach 
u :; fro m I.ht· 11C·11dL"111ic a ngle , so 
w t•'n· ..;et•11 as l'd11 r 11i11,1111! roll· rn11J . 

IS,·,· UH 'U, Ji.21 
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Dr. Loco's 
Rx for smarts 
els. At La Pena (in Berkeley), we 
identify with a college crowd that 
likes to dance. One time, someone • 
came up to me after a show and · 
said, 'If you can do it, I can do it, 
because you guys are a bunch of 

.SAN f-RANCJ .S CO E XAMINER 

street guys and yet you've gone to · 
school,' " Cuellar says. "We've had · 
this positive influence wherever we 
go and that's very important to us. 

"Education is part of our lives 
forever and that's what we repre
sent." 

Dr. Loco's Rockin' Jalapeno 
Hand will per/ arm at the Great 
American Music Hall Saturday 
and at Justin Hennan Plaza on 
Aug. 30. 

I 
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