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Cimgd de Mayo Parade ~ by Faren Zapata

Cinco de Mayo is a day of pride and celebration for both Mexicans and
Latinos. On May 5, 18&E, Mexican forces defested the invading soldiers
af Napoleon in the ftown of Pusbla. Some say this defeat ended European
imtervention in the Americasi other say it encouraged the French to
sand reinforcements., Either way, the batitle st Puebla that fifih of
May signified the pecople’s solidaserity and determination. Today, people
of many nationalities celebrate Cinco de Mavo with parades and
festivals that honor Mexico’s challenge to impsrialism and that
recaognize the resistance to imperialism Dy other Latin Amsrican
countries.

This Mawv 5,

Franciseco’s Cinco de Mayo arand parade will beain at



P @AM AT J9TH ANO bPyant airegts, LT Wil TUPrn Quwn iflshludln Suirsael
arcd go up to the Civiec Cermter Plaza, culminating in the Cinco de Mayo
festival from 11 a.m. to & p.m. This vear’s parade festures over 50
contingents, including mariachis, Aztec dancers, and beautifully

adorned fleoats. The festival will feature carnival rides, a children’s

araz, two eniertainment gtqgea with banda arnd salsa music, and frae
fealth scresnings and health information. :

Mew to the festival are an enclosed cafe with traditional Mesican
music, and an artisan island where visitors can watch artists work in
their different medioms. Admission to the Civiec Center festival is $4
for adults and #21 for seniors. Children under 12 are admitted frese 1f
aCCumpanled by an adult.

San Francisco’s Cinco de Mayo festival is hosted by the Mission
Economic Cultural Association. This year’s celebration honors Latino
men. 1he festival’s organizers also siress the importance of
recognizing the contributions of Latinos in the face of the recent
rizme of anti-immigrant legislation and discrpimination. Bringing this
ismsue homs, five outstanding Latino men will be honorsed as role models
for their work in the Mission community. These five Co-Grand Marshalls
arae & Daptain AL Casciato of Mission Police Station, Bob Gaming a
Teacher at EBEverett Middle Sohool, Mariamo Tapisz of the Hallet
Folklorico, Richard Cordova Admindistrator of Ban Francisco Genaral
Hospital and Alfomso Maciel cowner of Maciel Frinting.

The NMews talked with Grand Marshall Maciel at his 241th Street shop.
Born in Jalisco, Mexico, Msciel immigeated to the U.8. in 1964,
landing in the Mission Disteict, wherse he has lived ever since. His
political involvement, he explains, came out of his art: "] was
primting at that time, and it's impossible to be involved in art and
ot be politicized.” Maciel’s sarly images were Created to educat
people involved in the movemsnt against the Somoza regimse in
Micaragua. These images, he sayvs enthusiasticsally, "were eventually
wsed for book covers, and one was used as a3 sigrn-off for SBandinista
Ry i

Maciel and many other Mission District sctivists were the muscole
belind the establishment of the Mission Cultural Center for Latino
Arts. his involvement in gcommunity arts flourished, and in 1978 Maciel
became dirdctor of the Meighborhood Arts Program. He restructured the
crganization so that the mneighborhoods would decide its programming.

In the early ‘BOs, Maciel had, as he puts it, "the wonderful
agpportunity to have a mid-life crisis.” and he opened Maciel Printing
oy Z24th Strest. He is still involved in the Mission Cultural Center,
howevar, "Although I am 3 businessperson,’” he explains, "1 have
centared my working life around the Mission ares and the Latino
commur ity .

Maciael wses the ideas he developed in community activism to run ong of
The most successful print shops in the Mission Disterict. "Hard work
argd perseverance will actually take vou somewhers,” he observes After
12 vear of owning the business, he says, "1 still coms in here 3t 35
A.m. Decausse it regquires that kRind of effort.” But Magisl’'s succsss
Mas not gotten in the way of his commitment and love of Latino cultures
ancd art:y "Regardless of whatever sucoesss vou have attsined, vou canmot
forget who wvou aere, and If vou can incorporate who yvou are with voure
work life, all the better.”

For Maciel, Cinco de Mavo’s importance "stems from the fact that it
was appropriated by other Latinos as a way of cele hrating aur

indigenous people’s victory over an imperial powar.'

For more information on Cinco de Mayo call MEDS at B26-1401
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