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ILIFE in the MISSION

La Vida en la Misién

In the Mission

when we want to read

or listen to a story

we count on our library
with great pride.

Every Saturday

without exception

there is always someone
who is very inspiring,

who will read a story of
action, fiction and with
much imagination.

It is a beautiful honor

to have our very own library
in our “neighborhood”.

In the Mission,

there’s something

we need to talk about,

what we would like

to change.

From the sixteenth to nineteenth streets
What a sad situation!

We see bars, prostitution and
drug addiction.

In the Mission,

we don’t want to see any of
this in our barrio latino.

We want to see healthy people
who are happy in their lives.

In the Mission,

we don’t want destruction
we want action.

We will unite

to save Our Mission!

EXCERPT FROM A GROUP POEM BY:

Edgar Gonzales, Samuel Martines ] H[][ST(O)R\Y of the MIISSION

Celeste Robleto, Maria Rodriguez,
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En la Misién,

cuando queremos leer

un cuento o escuchar que
alguien nos lea, o ;
contamos con mucho he Mission Library was the first
orgullo con nuestra
gran biblioteca, . ]
alli todos los sabados, It opened in 1888 in a storefront two blocks
sin ninguna excepcion,
siempre hay alguien que
con mucha inspiracién the 1906 earthquake, which destroyed the
nos lee cuentos de accién,
de ficcién y con mucha
imaginacién. four blocks north of the Mission facility.
Que bonita distincién

tener nuestra propia biblioteca

San Francisco Public Library branch.
from its present location. The fire following
Main Library and eight branches, stopped

It was one of only four surviving branches.

acd en el barrio la Misién. ) However, with the scarcity of commercial
En la Misién property after the disaster, the branch was
ahora hay que hablar evicted due to rent increases. A new site was

de lo que nos gustarfa cambiar,
de la dieciséis a la diecinueve
iQué triste situacién!

Miramos cantinas, prostitucion, In 1914, construction began on a new branch under the supervision of architect

y drogadiccién. 7
G. Albert Lansburgh. The $40,000 building was funded by the Andrew Carnegie

Mission Branch under construction,

1914-1915

found nearby a year later.

En la Misién, Corporation. The library reopened at the corner of 24" and Bartlett Streets in
no queremos ver nada de esto
en nuestro barrio latino, December 1915.

queremos ver gCﬂ[C sana

feliz en el camino. : : 5
’ Over the years, branch usage and services have increased dramarically and seen

En la Misién, many changes. In the early 1970s, the Mission Library began a collection of materials

no queremos destruccién, . . . 5 : : .
i q‘{le L in Spanish and also hired bilingual librarians. Today, the Spanish Language Collection

{Undmonos todos
para salvar la Misién!



has grown to 40 percent of the holdings, and most of the staff are fluent in English

and Spanish. Chinese and Vietnamese Language Collections were added in the 1980s.

In 1989, computers and typewriters were made accessible to patrons. By 1995,
open hours were restored to 55 hours per week and funding for books was expanded
when voters passed Proposition E, the Library Preservation Fund. Now one of 26

branches in San Francisco, the Mission branch serves approximately 50,000 residents.

)
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he latest rf:novation began in 1997. The branch, built of unreinforced

d computers were installed for the reopening.

The work was funded by the Library Improvement Bond passed in 1988 to build
a new Main Library and renovate branches. Additional funding comes from a federal
Library Services and Construction Act grant—nearly $700,000 administered by
the California State Library and additional city bond funds from the Earthquake
Safety Program.
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]H[][ST(O)R][A de la SUCURSAL
de la MISION de la BIBILIOTECA

a Biblioteca de la Misién fue la primera sucursal de la Biblioteca Publica de San
ncisco. Abrid sus puertas por primera vez en 1888 en un local de tienda a dos
dras de su actual ubicacién. El incendio que siguid al terremoto de 1906, y que
truy6 la Biblioteca Central y ocho sucursales, paré a cuadro cuadras al norte

a sucursal de la Misién. Fue una de las cuatro sucursales que sobrevivieron.
embargo, con la escasez de propiedad comercial que siguié al desastre, la sucursal
a del aumento de los alquileres.

En 1914, comenzé a construirse una nueva sucursal bajo la supervisién del
arquitecto G. Albert Lansburgh. El edificio de $40.000 fue financiado por la
Corporacién Andrew Carnegie. En diciembre de 1915, la biblioteca volvié a abrir
sus puertas en la esquina de las calles Bartlett y 24.

Con el transcurso de los afos, la utilizacién y servicios de la sucursal han
aumentado dramdticamente. A principios de la década de 1970, la Biblioteca de la
Misién comenzé a coleccionar materiales en espafiol y también contrat6 bibliotecarios
bilingiies. En la actualidad, la Coleccién en Espafiol constituye el 40% de los
materiales, y la mayorifa del personal se maneja competentemente en inglés y en
espafol. En la década de 1980 se afadieron la Coleccién en Chino y la Coleccién
en Vietnamita.

En 1989 los usuarios obtuvieron acceso a computadoras y mdquinas de escribir.
Hacia 1995, el horario de atencidn se restituyé a su nivel de 55 horas por semana y se
expandieron los fondos para la compra de libros cuando los votantes aprobaron la
Proposicién E, el Fondo de Preservacién de las Bibliotecas. Hoy en dia, la sucursal de
la Misién es una de 26 en San Francisco, y provee servicios a aproximadamente

) 50.000 residentes.
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a tltima renovacién comenzé en 1997. Para cumplir con las normas legales, esta
sucursal, que estd hecha de mamposterfa, necesitaba arreglos estructurales y
adaptacién para proveer accesibilidad. Se han actualizado tanto su seguridad
tisismica como los sistemas de electricidad, de calefaccidn, y el techado. Se ha
remodelado por completo el primer piso, y la antigua entrada principal sobre la calle

alaron nuevas computadoras y muebles para la reinauguracién.

La obra fue financiada gracias a los Bonos de Mejoras para la Biblioteca,
aprobados en 1988 para construir la nueva Biblioteca Central y renovar las
sucursales. Los fondos adicionales provienen de un obsequio otorgado por medio
del Acta de Servicios y Construcciéon de Bibliotecas: casi $70.000 administrados por
la Biblioteca Estatal de California y fondos adicionales de bonos municipales
provenientes del Programa de Seguridad Antisismica.
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The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr.

MAYOR OF SAaN Francisco

Susan Hildreth
Deruty CITY LIBRARIAN

Regina Minudri
C1TY LIBRARIAN
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Honorable Ernest H. Llorente, Esq., President
Honorable Charles A. Higueras, A.I.A., Vice President
Honorable Sherry Agnos
Honorable Lonnie K. Chin
Honorable Steven Coulter
Honorable Carol Steiman
Honorable Fran Streets
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DoNoRrs to the MissioN BrRANCH CAMPAIGN

$25,.1o>‘0n0)+
The Bothin Foundation
Sara H. and William R. Kimball Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Citibank

$]ll0b7\(OHONO> +
Chevron
The Fisher Family
Katharine H. Johnson
Louis R. Lurie Foundation
Milagro Foundation
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Mirs. Harley C. Stevens
Wikstrom Grimstad Family
Friends & Foundation of the San Francisco Public Library

$ 5,000 —+
Bank of America Foundation
John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Honorable Susan Leal in Memory of Raymond V. Leal
Tatwina, Richard, Tienne and Eliot Lee
Outdoor Systems
Louise and Claude Rosenberg, Jr.

« Judith G. Whitaker
Ann Witter-Gillette

$2>‘5‘O"O'+
Eldorado Foundation
John McMullen House and Garden

$]l)\|O)<O>(O) —+
A. Maciel Printing
Adobe Systems, Inc.
Bay View Bank
Barbara Berman and Clifford Lee
Borders Books and Music
Jeanne Burbank
The Burr, Pilger and Mayer Foundation
Dale A. Carlson
Isabel Campoy
Charles Q. Forester
Michael Garland and Gigi Coe
Ellen and Peter Huppert
Dr. and Mrs. Julius R. Krevans
Lee Printing Company, Inc.
Jeffrey R. Lewy
Raquel Medina and The Honorable José Medina
New Mission Bartlett Garage
Diantha M. Niles
Joseph A. Rosenthal
Roberta and Charles Scarcello
Marcia G. Schneider
Mrs. Carl W. Stern
Jonathan von Zelowitz

Olive Gamble Waugh

$510n0»+
Deborah Ann Cornue
Deborah Doyle and Melvin Whartnaby
Lance Henderson and Peter Atanasio
Susan Hirsch
Jadin Consulting Group
Liberty Hill Neighborhood Association

$500+
Alan D. Matzger
Christine Metz Gennet
Susan Morse and David Saldivar
San Francisco Food Bank

Mary Louise Stong
Univisién 14-KDTV

John Whitehurst

Valerie Barth and Peter Wiley

$250+
Anonymous
Café La Boheme
Anne M. Cervantes
Nora and George Chen
Emerald Fund, Inc.
Diane Filippi and Ephraim G. Hirsch
Gloria J. Hanson
Janice’s Java Joint
Paul Knudsen
Mission Economic Development Association
Moa Room
Muddy Waters
Charlotte and George P. Shultz
Phillip S. Taylor
Daniel G. Volkmann, Jr.

$][(OHOY—+—
Maria H. Bacigalupo
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Albert Bodero
Books on Wings
Brownstone Investment Company, Inc.
Carlota and Raymond del Portillo
Dog Eared Books and Phoenix Books & Records
Elite Sports
The Gap
Homsey, Dodge and Davis Esherick
Richard Hood and Mary Henry
Darien T. Hsu
Mary V. Hughes
La Ciudad Club
Laser.com
Toby and Jerry Levine
Mission National Bank
Modern Times Bookstore

Christopher E Morales



$JUONO»+
Old Bridge Cellars
Old Navy
Todd Oppenheimer
Mrs. George Otto
R. Ching and Associates
Second Church of Christ, Scientist
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Steiman
Karen Strauss
Martha M. Sullivan
Niels Swinkels and Margie O’Driscoll
Jack Thornton
Kathleen Velykis
Ali Vieira
Eileen Wampole
David Young and Donald Bird

Under $100
Anonymous
Cynthia Adam
Jean Albert
Ana Jenkins
Anonymous
Gladys M. Aquino
John Barbey
Community Music Center
Blondies’ Bar and No Grill
Edith G. Boas
Rajendra K. Bose
Susan M. Breall
Robert Callwell
Michele V. Canning
Caritas Management Corporation
D. Carlin
Casa Bonampak
Vincent Chao
Hilair Chism
Sarah Rosenfeld Clark
Clayscott Insurance Agency
Luis Conant
Cover to Cover Booksellers
Shelley W. Covey
Jacqueline Diaz
Elaine Elinson
Sarah G. Epstein
Douglas Evans

Global Exchange

Under $i100
The Exploratorium
Elizabeth Goldstein
S.J. Greenfield
Alvin R. and Marie C. Greening
David Heaberlin
Virginia Herrera
Sylvia Jennis
Mr. And Mrs. Leslie Keate
Kiriyama Book Prize
Carol Kocivar
Wellington Koo
Neil Koris
T.N. Lew
Walter M. May
MHDC General Funds
Richard C. Millet
Ricardo Noguera
Roy Nonomura
Frances Phillips
Kathie A. Phillips Dove
Jo Plescia
Rainbow Grocery Cooperative, Inc.
Rori Reber and Allan Stewart
Evelyn E. Rinzler
Morris Sachs
Thomas Sanchez
Neil Sheehan
St. John’s Educational Thresholds Center
Stacey’s Bookstores
Barbara E Stevenson
Stephanie Stokes
Piri Thomas
David Tran
Jean Turk
Otis Turner
United Artists Theaters
Patricia Unterman
Urban Resources Systems, Inc.
Valencia Cyclery
Marie M. Villanueva
Holly Van Houten
Maria Luisa Villa
Allene Zanger

MissioN LiBRARY FunDp CoMMITTEE MEMBERS

Honorary Co-CHAIRS
Carlos and Deborah Santana
Cheech Marin

CAMPAIGN CHAIR
The Honorable Susan Leal

MissioN LIBRARY COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Raquel Medina

Barbara Berman, Hilda Bernstein,
Deborah Doyle, Gwen Kaplan,
Ethel Newlin, Roy Nonomura, RosaBella Safont

INTERNAL COMMITTEE
Margie O’Driscoll, Chuck Forester,
Sarah Clark, John Kirkley, Paola Muggia Stuff

Special thanks ro

Gloria Hanson and the Mission Branch staff, Richard Walsh and staff of Operations

and Maintenance

This program, produced by the Public Affairs Department of the
San Francisco Public Library, was made possible by the Friends & Foundation of the SFPL.

Photos from the Collection of

The San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library
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