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North Beach 
Garage falls to 
wrecking ball 
Judge permit s 
demolition , 
but debate 
continues 

By Emily Soares 
NEIGHBORHOOO REPORTER 

Neighbors who have been fight­
ing to save the old North Beach 
Garage on Vallejo Street got a 
rude awakening Saturday, April 
18, when demolition of the 77-
year-old building began unexpect­
edly. 

Residents in a group called 
STOP (Snarled Traffic Obstructs 
Progress), filed suit against the 
city last year claiming that a pro­
posed five-story garage, slated to 
be built on the site of the old 
building, was too big and expen­
sive, would increase gridlock, and 
would block out light and air to 
buildings behind it. Neighbors 
charged that the project was ap­
proved in violation of the city's 
planning code . 

Earlier this month, when a 
demolition order had been posted 
on the old building, STOP filed for 
an injunction to preserve the 
structure until July, when a Su­
perior Court judge was scheduled 
to hear its case. 

At the hearing for the injunc­
tion: J udge Raymond Williamson 
granted a 10-day delay in order to 
allow both sides to submit addi­
tional material, and he issued or­
ders that the garage not be touched 
in the interim. 

On April 15, Williamson de­
nied the injunction, allowing 
demolition of the old building, 

but he prohibited the city from 
beginning construction of the 
new garage until the residents' 
case is heard . He then moved 
the hearing date up to June 
18. 

In order to place an injunction 
of the construction, the judged 
ruled that the neighbors were 
required to put up an $80,000 
bond or appeal his decision by 
today. 

Some say job was rushed 
Arthur Chang, a member of 

STOP, said that residents' attor­
neys were not notified of the deci­
sion until April 16, a day after the 
city received the decision, allow­
ing residents inadequate time to 
appeal the decision before the 
wrecking began. 

By the morning of April 18, the 
city had assembled wrecking 
equipment at the site, and by the 
following night, the building's 
roof, a side wall, and rear wall 
had been demolished. 

The speed of work was not lost on 
community members, who saw the 
weekend demolitionjob as a sneaky 
way to circumvent opposition. 

"Everyone says we've hurried 
on this when we've been waiting 
18 months," says Parking Au­
thority director John Barber, as 
he toured the site . The city 
prepped the building for demoli­
tion during the 10-day court de­
lay, he said . 

Neighbors who saw demolition 
debris falling on cars parked be­
hind the garage and believed that 
conditions at the site were unsafe 
enough to warrant intervention 
notified the state Occupational 

See GARAGE, page 28A 

Redone hotel is a 
hit with residents 
Rose Hotel revived after history of decay 
By Kristen Reyes 
NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTER 

To paraphrase Shakespeare, a 
rose by any other name is still as 
sweet. But a flower would hardly 
be considered characteristic of the 
Rose Hotel, on Sixth Street in the 
South of Market area, before its 
recent renovation. 

"It was the filthiest and most 
awful place you could imagine," 
said Mandy Nelson, resource de­
veloper for Mercy Housing, Inc. "I 
was so heartbroken that anyone 
had to live in those conditions." But 
despite its shabby and unsanitary 
condition, low-income residents 
stayed in the hotel for lack of a 
better place to go, Nelson said. 

That was until Mercy Housing, 
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Though most relocated resi­
dents chose to remain in their 
new homes, three of the former 
residents chose to move back to 
the Rose Hotel after its renova­
tion. Thomas Rodriguez, 60, who 
lived at the Rose Hotel for 15 
years, said even though the con­
ditions were less than desirable 
before the renovation, he consid­
ered the Rose Hotel to be "home." 

"When we offered him the op­
portunity to move back in he took 
it," Nelson said. "He was thr illed 
to see the changes, and he is in­
credibly happy" in his new apart­
ment at the Rose Hotel. 

A bevy of services 
Aside from affording residents 

a safe and clean place to lay their 
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GOING, GOING, GONE: The North Beach Garage, minus a side wall and a roof as of Monday, will 
be demolished completely, but a judge has put a hold on construction of its replacement. 
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GARAGE:Debatecontinuesaswallscomedown down. 
One resident watching the work 

said she was glad the new garage 
was finally on its way. "It's about 
time," she said, expressing her 
desire to see more parking in the 
area. 

partment who will be working 
across from the site while it un­
dergoes transformation - a pro­
jected year-long process should 
the city prevail in the suit - the 
new garage is not expected to bring 
relief. 

continued from page 25 con tractors. 
Residents say they were also 

Health and Safety Administra- surprised to see Bill Maher, who 
tion on Saturday. was dismissed from his post as 

Cal-OSHA investigators did de- director of Department of Park­
termine that the contractors, ing and Traffic last month , on 
CoveyTruckingofSanMateo, may hand at the demolition site to or­
be in violation of a permit re- - ··chestrate the work. 
quired to demolish buildings over 
35-feet high, "but nothing has been 
issued yet," said Dean Fryer, Cal­
OSHA spokesperson, who is wait­
ing on documentation from the 

Traffic problems for police 
While OSHA makes its deter­

minations about the safety of the 
work site , the San Francisco Po-

lice Department's Central Station, 
located directly across the street 
from the site, is experiencing park­
ing problems caused by the loss of 
the old garage . 

Sergeant Tom O'Connell t old 
the Independent that the s tation 
used to park its police vehicles 
in the old Nort h Beach Garage, 
but it must now use the city­
owned gar age next to the sta­
tion, where t he building's top 
floor h as been r eserved for the 
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police vehicles. 
But, he says, it's difficult for 

officers to get the cars out in a 
hurry and there aren't enough 
spaces. Further, he added , un­
marked police cars will be easier 
to identify when they roll out of a 
police-only parking level. 

Despite STOP 's frustration 
a nd the inconveniences caused 
to the police , not everyone in the 
neighborhood is unhappy about 
seeing the old garage come 

But other community members 
argue that, while parking may 
be needed, the city overstepped 
its own laws by approving the 
structure without, they say, ad­
equate environmental review, 
and they still hope to win their 
case. 

For members of the police de-

O'Connell says that when the 
project is finished . a police officer 
may be needed to direct traffic 
going in and out of the two ga­
rages. 

"You've got a five-story garage 
across from a five-story garage.·' 
he observed. "It's going to be a · 
giant parking lot. " 
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We Carry USDA Choice Harris Ranch Beef, Local Fresh Fish & Poultry• 387-4212 • 

Round Bone Lamb Cross Rib Roast 
Chops 3.99 lb. 

lh .. Fresh Red Snapper 
Shoulder Lamb Chops 3.79 or Rock Cod 
lh. lh. 

Boneless Lamb Stew 3.99 Fresh Swordfish 
lh. lh. 

Lamb Shanks 2.99 lh. 
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Corned Beef Fresh Macaroni Salad Extra Lean. 6.99 No ."1SG. lb . lb. 

Roasted Loin of Pork 6.99 Carrot Raisin Salad 
Rotisserie Cooked Daily. lb. lb . . 

Macaroni and Beef 
Served Hot Great For 4.99 Chinese Chicken Salad 
Lunch or Dinner. lb. ' . . . . ' . . . . . . . \1ade Fresh Dailv' lb. 
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