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Begin on top of the hill at Coit
Tower. The 39 Coit bus caught
at Washington Square will drop
you here. The parking lotin
front of the tower has a 30-
minute limit, and it can take
over an hour to get to it in slow
tourist traftic

Phihp Lamdnis

COIT TOWER In the poem "Redwood Hignway
1 invokes this prominent landmark “Chmb tne ocean's ceiling Ore
the Bay Area/ my dream identical to Coit Tower The tower was
erected 1n 1933 with $ 118,000 left by the 1929 Wil of Lillie Hitchco.s
Coit—one-third of her estate to be used for “construction ofamemcre
for the beautification of Telegraph Hill.” The city added another $7 Ul
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wine tund Lilhe was the cigdr-smaons ~
. onieer fire department’s Knicker ol
fe valiQus proposals subnutted tor o
»enfy Howard's nozzle-like tower [hat wz
Az Cummission as mosthiting 1o he” ~ 2 )
.+ wd$ NOL Intended to represent a ".rs-"J3e "Ll S
e ihdalitdoes, allintentions aside | N2, <8

*S Nascot ot the
Ot
I was drchitect
& Newly tormed

ST cany No 5

cul anyone can
“rLSSainerion served

J4oine COMMUSSIoN and protesteq tne &z~ —37= "=1 :~al none of the
L un0sdls was worthwhile, mainta .~ 2 12 e -2 27 ~er uie that Cout
‘uawl INSUlts the landscape” and tra: = = Co: Zeserved a betler
renundl ' The tlower wds COmmeT o ziel © Czio "= (1958) in 4
« jiny Ode 1o Coit Tower” by Gregar, C2isC -~ ins

O anti-verdurous phallic were tnot1sr ,C.rliurrg
like @ SICK lree Or yourl evergaciy-<<
wrinkled sky youd seem an ats.'c =2l 3
milions

tcomingin lears
Zuf City s much
“¢g CelOre morltal

Tne interior murals painted by the ~.C
4331934 in the social realism style of i
Tta ulurdry panel—controversial dat the ime— feat
#y prusing grim headlines 1n the perccicals se
Aciusy the room, walls are ined witn ©20 <Z1er Sinciair, Jack
.4uun Floyd Dell, Langston Hughes =z =exr2in and other
4 ajtessive writers. In the center of tnie o Cture & Mz~ CCens a DOOK by
» 4. Marx. while in the foreground the o.=2rsesr 01 ime Tural project 1s
tad.NQ @ story called “The Weird Spirit

ineview fromthetop of Coit Tower s Sreainias ~ 2 —:moughthe out-

! 3r enCuSt i nis rambles

&ultnecity in 1879-1880, Robert Low 3 Sisvensc Sren chimbed to

: .~ Tamalpais and

euolgen Gate In Henry Mead Biana's Sisv=7507 3 C2 "ornia(1924)
rafes Warren Stoddard 1s quoted:. 1 na2 T,
- yurious Telegraph Hill when | first me: n.m

2= Clmis numberless strolls that took nim .01 o

NCr<3 2roect artists in
zre vOrth seeing
res muliracial read-
n ot a hbrary

(&)

<

[STO10) X

a1e Dy my plover nest. . ." (Stoddarg 252 ne first met
oL oinnis eyne” on Rincon Hill AlberiS~on rornia His-
.ixa SOciely investigated the rival Claims diike apart-
“wnis which Stevenson in his San F T2 Wrecker
sex.0€d as "a museum of strange ob; 2 cattie clubs
i~ Lasaels, rough-hewn stone images €z3ed shell”
. ecled by Stoddard in the South Seas 19687 issue

Jine scciety's Quarterly Shumate determn anished Rin-
. rul was the place where this historic liisr
wgRL S on his way, ultimately, to Samca |
LCGKING Oul over a century later trom ¢
Aniyou llgetagreatview of the Golgen G
en ArCher desperaltely talks to a girl wno s threaer
“,saMdcDonald's novel The Undergrounc Mzn( 1S
Aalraz sl sits starkly in the Bay, where =2 o€ 1
‘Acalidz was imprisoned for many year
e ous were actually written in other ¢
*sasu Ot Angel Island lies beyond. (You ¢
v walis Ol the barracks on the island, poem™

an vantage
re deteclive
. in
TneRock” of
'ne Bird Man
2l made him
r forested
grapny on
Tnese immi-
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n the 1800s pending permission 10 enle’
California They wers £ -ed for cheap labor, and buill the railroads
and fortunes of mer == Cnaries Crocker and Leland Stanford ) Fur
ther east. Yerba Bue-z 3272 rises in mid-Bay between San Francisee
and Oakland. with 17 “a 2 reaches of the Bay Bridge leading eas! and
west through a tur~< Z.1in the rock, and the man-maae Tredsure

“grants who were ne:c ~&7e

Island builtonlanct. “2-:=& 1339 World's Fair, flattening out northeds!
ward into the Bzy ~~<¢ zourt martial for Captain Queeg in Hermar
Wouk's The Caine M. -, *852) 1akes place here, John Mersereau s
his amusing mystery M. 27 Loves Company (1940) on T.| dunnglts

Fair. and the final sce~= -~ George R. Stewart's post-apocalyplic sCience
fiction novel Eann A2 2=s occurs on the rusted, partially coilapse
roadway of tne Bay &~:cz= over which cars have not passed for decade

Head down the Greenw 2~
Street stairs

F

- =z famous "compound’ which was a meeln,
-s and artists in turn-of-the-century San Fir
ally from lumber salvaged afier the tie .

e pirated from the huge sign built on i<

Here Harry Latier 2o
place for Bohemiz~ w""
CISCO. It was m
1906 —and from o

Y

summit of the ni. .~ * =2 1o honor the Great White Fleet on its wor~
cruise. The sign 32~ = w0 stories high and a block long. res.
WELCOME Lane-wz: Z-owned a hero for demolishing the monsliivs

S:z- -7 onen visited the compound, and the pwe
== u :r Lafier here briefly in the first shack he thiea
< w~2n San Francisco was a charred ghost ol irs
sull deserted Lafler's place is gone now, buls
- the Filbert Street stairs and along the nattos
woo0d-plankeQ sI- -=z: run from it will give you a good idea o lie
architectural 100 sra—and the day-to-day life of hill dwellers s
nicely caught 15 _z_z":=" on the HIll (1945) by Margaret Parton

eyesore Georg
Nora May Frerncr
together in late 1=
old city. with man,
walk downthese .-

7y a

At the bottom ot tr.s 7. 2= of
steps is Montgome~
where you'll see (0 vo." €

lunch here in
unental Op also c. — 2z Tetegraph Hill to investigate "a big frame houx
hung dizzity o~ 2 snoulder of the hill, a shoulder that was sha’;
where rock hac o=~ quarried away. The house seemed aboul 10 g

sking down on 1~ -Z2ts far below.”
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Ine husband anc wite sieuths, the Hohdays. live on that saucy hill
ey Call Telegrapr in Roward Rigsby's Murder 1or ihie Holiddys (1951)
1 David Doage s Dealti and Taxes (1941), a cop  aign t like the 1dea of
>iing up N the tog ai night on Telegraph Hill” on 4 stakeoul Howard
beases The Mysiery of Telegraph Hill (1961), and Dana Lyon's The
nouse on lelegrapn Hill (1948), are set on San Francisco's most
tamous Nl

Muve south on split-ievel
Muntgomery Street

Where the Condos s:and on the west or upper side of the street you
cuuid Once nno 1445 Monigomery. where Robert Barbour Johnson
wwd i the basemer: apartment lor twenly-five years Johnson, it known
gl all loday. 1s rememuered for a few shockers he wrote for Weird Tales
MmagaZing. such as Far Below, " in which hordes of sub-human canni-
Lals Jerail subway irains in New York City and drag the hapless com-
nwiers ot foriunch Johinson also wrote The Magic Park (1940), a ine
yuelo Goiden Gale Park which heillustrated, and many stories about
s life tor Blue Book — Johnson once knew every circus elephant in
Americd by name A 50 000-piece miniature circus, exacl in every de-
la! thdl he carved was set up in the window of an Oakland department
soreone Crinistmas Tnetrue horror stories about Jonnson come from
tis Ldvalier attitude 1oward books. The hirstthing he did was 1o break the
siie Gla new har2lover DOOK SO the pages would he perfectly Hat His
rend George Haas an avid book collector, recalled picking up a book
weside Johnsor s cnar and was appalled to find that Johnson had
marked hus piace win a prece of bacon

Atine Filbert Street stairway
Jup down Lo the iOweE’
Munlyomery roadway

Wwourlh nolng 1S ine art Ceco buillding with the glassed-in elevalor at
{300 Montgomer, — Lauren Bacall's apartment house in “Dark
rassdge. ' based cn ine David Goodis novel Humphrey Bogart climbed
e sleps nearby ana roqe the elevator up to Bacall s piace in this greai

34l Francisco mov.e

luiniett into Alta Street
anere youll see at NO 60-62

THE DUCK HOUSE Easily spotted by the fignt ot ducks painted
3 under tne eaves this was home for Armistead Maupin, who came to
et Francisco trom Raieigh, North Carolina, in 197 1. When his “Tales
.'ine City pegan appearing serially in the Chrorucie May 24, 1976
Maupin became an instant success with this elaborale soap opera
suoul newly arrnvec nawe Mary Ann Singleton, the Maupin-like gay
M nael Tolliver ana otner modern city types Three paperback novels
LomiInis popular sernes nave been published so far Veteran columnist
Cnaries McCabe s the one who persuaded Chron editor Richard
Theriol 10 give Maupin a shot "I thought he'd end up doing a column
wiheddinesenal McCabesaid “ltold Armiit was vulgar as shit. and
{woula play
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It you continué 1o the sheer
chift at the end of Aita you il
see a series of numbers or the
left, tor the apartmen!
over the eage of the prelpiICé
that plunges dowr 1 Barery
Street

I '
S Vi

IS Where P. ~Czbe lived for many years, and whnere fis
13373 after afatalstroke McCabe beQandss
n 1959 with “The Fearless Spectator i
sSecLor and went on 1o become a mainstay ot tne
morning paper risilgraie columns, comparable 1o the prose ol_classkv
essayists Montaigne and Samuel Johnson, were written herc.m \he
early morning. usuasy :nan nour He would then adjournto hlS‘laVOhlf
pub, Gino & Car:0 son Green Street After his rise to a major position o
the paper the irascice McCabe stopped going in 10 the otfice ang
treiate 1970s he said he had been to the news

22 ALTA
body wastourc! May

columnist tor the /7

The Sporting Green

mailed In nis pieces Intneiate
paper builaing on Y tmes in twelve years.” His wake was held a!
the Cnurch of St

the mourners inCiuC
writers of North Beacr

1 (l'
Q (]
Jwv
fu

Continue south on Mo '.rgcme.'y
half a block to Union Sireel
On the southeas! corner of

Gregory Corso and Kaye McDonouy

MONTGOMERY & UNION Inthis old wood-frame building Greguoy

Corso Iived win nis intant son Max in 1978 on one of nis extence:
stays in San Franc me subsequently moved downhill. where e
now lives in alarge windowed building on Montgomery Sireel be
tween Green and Jway So does the poet Kaye McDonougr
author of Zelda (1978 3 poelic play that uses North Beach bohemar
settings The puDisner of Greenhight Press, she handsets lype a
prints boOoks N a sp oom in her flat on Montgomery overlookingifs

Bay

o)

hy
(l‘
-

Roll down the Union Sireet
hill. At Kearny turn right ang
chimb part ot the DIOCA {0

rd Brautigan lived here in the late 1960s #

1425 KEARN Ficha
oaisi-student Valerie Estes when Nis Tirst Dov:

tne flat ot antnropos
In Waiermelon Sugar 1968

b

yand Trout Fishing in America (1 367 ) wein
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115l capluning rat onai attention (Duning his stay Brautigan painted
polures ol trout on tnetoilel seal ) He'd been an active participantinthe
4508 poetlry scerne in North Beach cales a coupe of DIocks down
naon Grant anc nothe 1900s commuted between the Beach and his
waceintne 2500 ¢ ook ot Gedry Boulevard, across from Sears Hewas
tund of the Geary dus onwhich he claimed to do major thinking— there

aidat Ennco s S:icewaln Cate on Broadway

The back of irus buuding faces on Genoa, one bt the hill's many
Meailerranean-siyie alleys Poets Philip Lamanua and Nancy J. Peters
wud dl 30 Genoz ir tnie early 1970s, then moved a tew doors south 1o
iher present 10p- '

1007 hal

Kelurn to Union Streetr and
continue downhili

478 UNION irine 1940sand early 1950s this building housed the
Pencraft Writers Studio managed by the prolific pulp writer Kenneth
MacNichol and n's wite Polly Lamb Gotorth. Polly Lamb wrote anony-
mous iction tor women s confession magazines and practiced visualr
abon magic seeing checks coming to pay the rent the checks
.ame¢ The Pencran Studio was opened for regular meetings of the San
trancisco Chapier of tne Fortean Society, in which followers of the un-
wwud! books ot Cnaries Fort (The Book of the Damned and Lo!) gath-
eru@d 10 discuss UFCs and various unexplained phenomena. George
naay Came over 1rom Berkeley and Robert Barbour Jonnson walked
sownine Hill Jonnson maintained that Polly Lamb was a genuine sor-
-vless andthat ne” continued delvings into the occult led to her sudden
Cedln In the mig-1£30s when she unleashed some power from Outside
Tre seeds Gt interest in the occult sowed by this group in the 1940s
#u.i0 ledd 10 suCr DoDularforums as the Church of Satan. beguninthe
vally 1960s by Antor Szandor LaVey. a friend of Johnson and Haas
‘@St N the 0CCul 2na mystcal has been consistentin San Francisco's
15l0ry with spintuztsm a hot topic in the 1900s when many San Fran-
£Q ithe :upelnalurdl - such as Gerlruge Atnerton in
tevacelienilale Tne Foghorn” Even economist Henry George wrote
& luw QNOSE SIONes Curing NIs years in the city

. 0 wrilers essSa

¥
i

waon to Grant ano turn right
e DIOCk up 0N the southeast
winer of Grant ana Fivert

CITY LIGHTS PUBLISHING HOUSE In 1967 the editorial offices
8 and backlist booxs were moved from the basement of the City Lights
SUUKSIOre IN1O this piace where they stayed until 1978, Atthat imethe
Jhi<es were moseld DAck 10 the store (which had expandead into the
souining storefront on Columbus previously occupied by “James
r.gdazi Bulotiana Co Fratell Forte, Props " — an ltalian travel agency)
~ucens 0f DOORS were added to the City Lights list in this penod — Jack
nrschman's Lyrpo D Prima’s Revolutionary Letters. Kerouac's

_aticred Poems Cazssady s autobiographical The First Third. Bukow-
w sErections E,acaiatons, Extubiions and General Tales of Ordinary
Muuness ana Norse s Horel Nirvana among them This piace was a
enler 10r tne Norin Beach literary community and 1or visiing writers
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Nﬁile Yeviushenko opted for the luxunous St Francis Hole‘l1 llhc Rusl;:'\
poet Andren Voznensans kg sleptond malttress on lhetloo:)u)ll‘f :me Co.
apartment dunng e, 1977 Arnencan readings Nancy_J e T .)»m i
editor and duector ol Caty Lights, came 10 work for 1-efl|ng. .er e
1970 She and her s band Philip Lamantid d{)OOVG:l\r/](L)Ilerfg‘iqu%SG l&:)w
= ortROSS 50 he Lould 1 earch an epic poem aboutine A ¢ o
;:tctau of the Hunssin erzplorer thcolar Rezanov and U(?ﬂd Con\;:&:llulfr\
Arguello, filteen year ol daughter of the Presidio commar A
1972 Ferhnghett o into the apartment over the City Lights 0fic
where he lived until 19574 .

Glancing up tho Filbwort ball
toward Coit Towaor again, ou
will see at tho ond ol this
building:

28 HARWOOD ALLEY GSite of innumerable literary evenings

(morrinys, noone, and rmghts), the tiny apariment belongs 10 T'\Iecn‘
Cherkoveki who biss, ©heertully fed and entertained many an inerde:
and indigent witeer /000 those who have dwelt here for significars
periods are Maymons § oy Bob Kaufman, Gregory Corso, Mlc.hur:
weiner, Marhin Wit/ snes Howard Hart Of course, this 1S the ?"”“
Harwood Ally oo, in the 1950s as “Speed Alley” — haunted by
high-lfers i the fied e

Continuée noeth O thie tgut
side of the nuxt bluak u tinall
alley runs inita Girant I 1he
late 19705 Brian ool livesd
in apartment No 1

30 GERKE ALLEY | rom this puilding Doohan continued ¢
1 0 oftbeat ety sntorm hie had first conceived and execuled .-’.
Philadelptiua | he wore Griasy Fingers was a novel onehunoreq u."l-.
fifty pages long, s e piage al a ime, using @ map Doonan pasiv:
eaCch Paye up i 1z 1,61 o1 s kad row bar, on the wall ofa Wuf::l‘ui.u&
near a nver. on the ceaneg of a doorway of a tashionable lownmiux
where SoIne Gastigeler 1 ved, using @ master map and guige Dw‘
the reader wOuld s v o one page to the next to read the boon ané
actually going inio 1 v, wide: physical environments was an lmDOH: <
aestnelc aLpuect 1o e wore the reader was in a real sense iy .'..
novel A he moved oo ity 16 city Doohan would revise the bour 5
meel loCal referenoe: oo, Here in San Francisco he made .UE:c 3
places like Palace s, on Market (open twenty-tour hours a \.tn
Tenderlon bars Crurastoun alieys, and the watertront Greasy Finge f
100k aboul @ weer 10, 1 it you devoted some three hours ada, i-:
and weren't killed i Lo dive along the way
1N hiS apattinent b Loonan worked ona number of uQuahy.ac :
projects He hiad ciottunes, Llrung across the room Wl\hl pag’c; an
NOLES 11GIN HOVEL, 11 s hanging from them, literary laundh, m
has Not y€&l ColnGa o tasrre: for the” Greasy Fingers™ genre— JusliCa. i
vandahsm
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Un the southwest corner of
Grant and Greenwich just up
the block you could once enter
the

1 .l BREAD AND WINE MISSION Run by Perre Delattre, a min-

ister, the Bread and Wine Mission was one of the many hangouls
1urnipsters inthe Beat 1950s, a place for people to meet. drink, talk, and
teéad poetry. Itnolonger exists, the building having been remodeled and

gentriied,” a fate which is overtaking all of North Beach and Telegraph
Hiil

Turn east up Greenwich, north
wito Chiid Alley, ana east again
nlo Quarter-block-long:

TELEGRAPHPLACE PoetEric Barkerand his wife, the dancer
] 2 Madelynne Greene, lived in No. 56 in this hidden streetin the late
1940s before they moved 1o Little Sur. Clark Ashton Smitn visited them
nefe In 1966 Barker recalled, “Inlater years when we lived in San Fran-
.15C0 he would come and stay in our little apartment just below Tele-
Jfapn Hill. But Asnton was never really at home in a city We used to
cumb Telegraph Hill ana look across the bay toward San Rafaeland talk
vilieold solitary aays together that the real estate promoters had killed
ulever Those were the days before the quiet and lovely hills above
san Ralael were savagea by bulldozers in preparation for the coming
'var eslate boom Tnere were sunhit glades full of giant oaks, green

+2ieyS and wOOded hills where we could walk and rest all day without
Teeling anyone

Lawrence Fedinghetu
The Secret Meaning
of Things

t&iow Child through to
«umbard, where you Il fing at
A Lombard the burlding in
enich the writer-anthropologist
~:my J8 Angulo lived from
1430 through 1939. At Grant

# North another block to
Crmstnut. To the east up the
te:i you ll ind

339 CHESTNUT Tniswalk-up flatwas rented by Lawrence Fer-
13 inghetti soon after ne moved permanently to San Francisco in
231 and he lived here untilhe bought 706 Wisconsin on Potrero Hillin
+28 In this period nie and Peter Martin opened City Lignts Pocket
z.ur Shop the first all-paperback bookstore in America And in 1955
*erunghetti began his City Lights publishing program with the first book
e Pocket Poels Series nis own Pictures of the Gone world Many of
“w3e poems, as well as otners coliected in A Coney Island of the Mind
23] were written here In the following poemi is refiected the archi-

= .12 MOOd 0Of the bundings constructed In staggered ievels up the
-x 0l Telegraph Huli

Awdy above a haroortul
of cauikless houses
AMONG tNe Chariey NCLIe CNIMNEypPOoLs

i, b4 3
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7
z rnono gged with clotheshnes
& wZ™3a” sasies up salls
~oon the wind
RanGfig wa. &5 T 5 shects

Return to Grar: an
on Granttc G
west, gownhi 1

540 GREENWICH i the 1960s Joe Gores lived in this apart

1 Merl wot~." 2 22 & orvate investigator and writing his first privale
eye sIores za hus ‘Daniel Kearney Agency ' based on i
WOTK with ne D2v 2 = n=2-1and Associales detective agency on Golaen
Gate Avence 0 157y from the fictitious “DKA File” appeared in
the Decemoer <see of Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine. edior
Queen iater ca.s -~ < seres as “authentic as a fistin your face.” Gores
put over 100 G32 ~ = year on his car doing his skip-tracing wor
and says ne wzas ned with every implement ol aestruction maGe
by man Apriesinisinedionun Gores over when he made an attemp!
torepossess ire aine” s carl Goresuses the Bay Areaas accurately ase
map-maher. anSn.s .‘.. 4 stories and novels are certainly the most rea
ISlIC portrayé’ & »lv cay detective work in the modern City The
novels Dzad S«.C _': Final Notce (1973). and Gone, No Forwati
ing (1976 are e2s.., 10un.3 N paperback, and a collection of the shor
stories s fornniimerg
One cay cur.ng Gores stnton this street, a trucker unfamihar wir
the city wnee el n.s "aZior-trailer ng up Greenwich, not realizing that ¢
turnsinioasia - 5.0ck east, witha sharp turn rightdown a steep
grade onto R - only way out for cars. The turn was impos
sible 10 nego n.ge rig. and the trucker couldnt back Gut
salely becauss s typically parked in No Parking zones. He

n o

€ Wil

wads Stucr
Police came corconng otf the area, afrand the truck would lose€ fis
hola on the Ni.—1 r.ng rig would cause thousands in propert,

want any people in the way. Gores heard e
_D the hill. He saw what the problem was
o0s asanaulo repossessor, and wenttogetins
vs that would open every make of car ontrie
i~e iegally parked cars, the trucker backed
zng then Gores and the police reparked o-

nem, iliegally, with tickets locked inside

damage anc ins
commouon an
identiied nimiss
Key nng with S22
market Gores

safely qownrr 3
the cars just as:

(8]
b
.o
3
a
(i

f

Continue aownni

then let: one BIOC~ T

WASHINGTON SQUARE On one of the benches near irc
1 5 Stochion Siree 2nc Ot thus park is a small metal plague dedicaling
the bencr. 10 San -z-porn Irving Stone, tamous for his b-ograpr.

Frdn\,.b\,: € - Jack London. Stone was born lrving Tan
nenbaum niea’ Was Square July 14, 13_03

IntNe center oo r = Sauare tnere's a statue of Ben Franklin, the olge.!
pubiic monumen =€ Cily presemed by the teelotaling dentist Henry

D. Cogswel i 1273 Tne case of the statue s inscribed Presented b,

s Horseback (1938), about a fellow Sar.

CHANGE

Richard Brautigan and Kot L oe winsohn

n U Cogswel 10 our Boys and Girls Who Will Soorn Take Qur Piaces
Ang Pa On A ume-capsule enclosed inside was opened in a public
_eremony i 1575 A few scraps of verse were tound along with other
wW¢ memorabiha ncluding a tooth of the French Revoiutionist Robes-
cette Tne monumentonce had three faucets from wrich ran Vichy, Cal
sulzer and Congress mineral waters We find ironically, Shorty the
wnon Brautigan s Trout Fishing in America unconscious here— "He
radlauen face firs: out of his wheelchair and just lay triere without mov-

¢ Snoning loudiy  The narrator thinks that Shorty should be nailled in
Crale witn a couple of cases of wine and shupped for sale-
neeiNG 10 Nelson Aigren.

Tne Washington Sguare Bar and Grill across Columbus Avenue at
1107 Poweli nas vecome a major hangout for our more "uptown
~ lersinine last gecaage Alice Adams, Ella Letfland Hero Gold, Warren
aurnalists trequent it. As d sure sign that itis @ hot
sid widely known spot, It has already appeared as a location in a
myslery riovel Dy former Chronicle reporter Jule Smith (Smith once
aeniuncercover on a farm run by the Moonies near Boonvilie. Cali
Jnia among otner assignments ) Her equally intrepic neroine Rebecca
suhwarzin Deatn Turnsa Trick (1982). aboutmurderinaC O Y. O T.E -
e prostlule sorganization, edls a meal here between peris—she lives
.o Unmon Street on Teegraph Hill

inrus cowwmn March 19, 1982, Herb Caen (who nas a condo in the
“en COMpiex al ine 1001 of the Greenwich Street stairs) reported in
sLbrevialed Caenese  Atthe Wash. Sq Barngrill, the party of the week
wa5 10f Rita Mae Brown the lesbian activist, 10 launcr her latest book
suuthern Discomtort A pushy photogger from Peopie mag pushed

“of Armisiead Maupin and Randy Shilts against the ladeez room 4oot
o ¢ Shot that oniy a rag like People could love Brown, who rose
«ioriy 10 fame witn ner tirst book Rubytrun Jungle (1973) often fhes

4c the ¢ty from ner nome in North Carolina shie and Maupin once
Lanined o nosta Tv taik show for the large gay community in San Fran
_»U Shilts callec oy Publishers Weekly “the tirst openty gay establish
~enl journanst «in Cautormia”™ —a writer tor the Exarminer, Chroiicie
a2 VuiCe dnd Ine gay papers the Advocate and Cninistupher Streei -
33 jusl ;No..srec nis biography of assassinated gay supervisor Harvey
Von The Ma, or 0f Casiro Street And soareliterary movements born
s Julerary siles estabished

s pdlring

ncnie ang other




the lower segment of Telegraph Hill Boulevard,
Greenwich comes back to life at a loop bordered
with flowers and continues west. On the north side
of this junctyre lived Harold Gilliam, a contempo-
rary author and newspaper columnist. Mike’s Gro-
cery is at the comer of Grant, and in the same
building during the early 1930s was a lodging
house, more grandly listed in the directory as the
Telegraph Hill Hotel, with the entrance at 485
Greenwich Street. Child Street and its byways,
Telegraph Place, join Greenwich on the north.

Telegraph Hill played a part in the fragmen-
tary history of several churches. On August 20,
1853, the Reverend W. C. Pond conducted the
opening services of the Second Congregational
Church, which was on the north side of Green-
wich just above Stockton. Among the church’s
trustees was William A. Pfeiffer, for whom the
short street is named. About six years later this
edifice was shared with the German Evangelical
Lutheran Church, with the Reverend F. Mooshake
officiating on Sunday afternoons; Mooshake was
something of a nomad, preaching to his flock from
various borrowed pulpits. Apparently the Luther-
ans bought this former Congregational church
about 1862, when the Reverend ]. M. Buehler ser-
monized under the banner of the First German
Lvangelical Lutheran Church.

However, serious problems arose in November
1862 when property owners along Dupont (Grant)
sought to lower the grade of this street at its crest
near the Greenwich intersection. When this was
done, it also involved a similar adjustment of
Greenwich all the way down to Stockton; some

lots were then well above the new grade. The Lu-
theran church was so remote that its members
began to complain; “Men will not worship in a
temple reached only by ladders or balloons,” was
one observation. The difficulty was overcome by
purchasing a lot on Geary Street by Union Square
and erecting a new church.

The old building on Greenwich was vacant un-
til 1886, when the parishioners of St. John’s Ger-
man Evangelical Church (organized 1879) climbed
up the many stairs to move in and remain for nine
years; then the church changed its name to St.
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and moved
to Mason Street on Russian Hill. The old church
building was destroyed in the fire of 1906. The
two-story apartment house presently perched on
this lot at 568-70 Greenwich is still high above the
street, but in early times Church Place, now Edith
Street, provided an easier approach from the east.

Farther down Greenwich, past long rows of
post-fire apartment buildings, is the North Beach
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before the 14 pieces of property were purchased
and Greenwich Alley was closed. For many years
a branch library for North Beach had been advo-
cated, but when it was finally approved, two more
years were necessary to fix its location, as everyone
had a different idea. Finally, in 1957 Mayor George
Christopher recommended that one corner of the
playground be used for this purpose, a recommen-
dation which was approved by the supervisors, and
the library was built.

In the late 1930s, No. 8, a Bald-
win steamer, stands by the engine
house (right). The same picture
taken m(i’uy would show many
more housing units in the back-
ground than at this time. (—Roy D.
Graves photo)
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