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Begin on rop of rhe hill at Coi r 
Tower. Tne 39 Coit bus caught 
at Washington Square will drop 
yo u here. Tne parking lot 1n 
front of the tower has a 30· 
minu te J1m1t, and ir can take 
over an hour ro gar to 1t 1n slow 
rour,st rraff1c . 
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COIT TOWER In the poem " Redwooa H1gnway Ph ilip LamJr.,~ 1 in\lokes 1h1s prominent landmark "' Climb tnc ocean's ceiling o,c 
ine Bay Ar ea/ my dream identical 10 Co11 Tower .. The tower ·,-.., 
erected ,n 193 3 with$ 1 18,000 Iet1 by the 1929 Will ot LIll1e H11cnc0\. • 
Coit - one-1h1rd of her estate to be used for ·cons1ruc11on of a mernur..: 
for 1he beau1!11cat1on of Telegrapt1 Hill. " The city aoaed another $ 7 OL" 
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•. ;r,c lu nd Lil lie W d S the c1gdr-smo , · .; .:..:. • :::: -0 • .,, , d~..;01 u l lilt.! 
.,,n:.,t:Jrf1re<J t; pc1 r1mufl( ::; Kn1cK.,r :).:..:. • :::· :: ·.; · :::-2 .:.-· _., n~ r~u :> Of 
:c ,ar,ous proposa ls sut)ni llted IL~·:·:: - .:;r _ -- c: · : : ,,.1::. arch111::c1 
"cr. r, Howaru·s noale-llke tower 11; ": ., .c s , 2 c.:. :,~.: : . :· c: -,t: ,vly forrnuu 
i.: :, Cumm1::.s1on <.1s most filli ng 10 re ·-· 2 - · ::, · , . - .:. ., .::·.: s_, ,a n,s Llr <.Jw · 
. . , "' dS not intended 10 r eprnsen1 " ·.:::: • .:. o. c: · , :: 2 :_ • ,lily one cJn 
...,., I1,a1 11 does. all Inten 11u ns as,de J ,, :, . ;; , · .:ic:· ·· . .: 2- ~ :r-'"rron sE::r vud 
. r. ;n.: curn m,ss,on and pro1es1ea tr c: .:..:: · -s · :: ·=: :·..;: n0ne ul th" 
. , ,..,o:,als was wor1hwl11le. niaIn1a, :· ·.; :.:. :·2 ::: · .:. .:.· · ::: : .d t: tha t Co,1 
:v,. ur insults the landscape .. ana •r ::: _ ::: C.:.: .::::::::·,.,d a belier 
r o·:1ur,al •• Thi:: tower was com mc: -:-.:. · .:: :c:.: • -.c .=o ,: · = , 1958) In d 

• · Jin i Ode 10 Coll Tower' · by Grt:,;;:. · , -:: .:. , ;.:. ., • .:. • ::: ·,ns 

u unh vt:rourous phallic were I not 1.: • , .:._ • ;:. .:. _, ·,; - =,;; · ; .:.0m,ng ,n 1&,H~ 
l,ke a ~Ick 1ree or your ever <_J;; . .: , -;.:.-· ::, :; _.; :: · .; ,.:., r .:,1y s muct1 
wrinkled sKy you·o seem an a: ; . ·,: 3.:::c ; .; _.; :: ·.; ::c:ore morta l 
m1lhons 

ine 1nterIor murals pa inted by tne ?_c :: tvc ·, s ::i-0Iec1 an,sts ,n 
• 1;:, t 934 in the social rea lism sty le 01 2 ,c:,; c. R.v e' .:: .:: :2 ,vo rt h seeing . 
t :..., .. 1urdry panel - con1ro\lers1aI di tn e : .. -.. e- ic:aiv ~c: :: - .... . 1,racIal read ­
.,, 1 ;.,t,ru,1ng grim headlines ,n the pe: . .:c ,cals 5.:c.:: .:n ot a library 
4, •v , ~ !he room, wall s are lined w,tn :.:v ,.~ ::, , _.:: :.: :· S,nc1a1 r. Jack 
. ,1 ,J,ir1 Floyd Dell, Langston Hug lies :i.:: ,s . n,n =::·• , .: :n and other 
.,; ,..; rc~,,ve writers In the center of 1r, e;:: .:. :_r::: a - :: - .:.::::e-r,s a book by 
•,., Marx. while In !he fo reg round me .:, · =' 5c: :: · .:: :· e - . : j l pro1ec1 ,:; 
.,J,ng a story called "' The Weird Sp,r.t 

f no: view from the top of Co11 Tower .s .:· :::.::: :-.;a, · .;; - :· . .:: v.,;n the out· 
""'· 1rom the parking lot 11self Is spec:a.: _ a: ::: r ,: _;; - ,,., n,s ra mbles 

.::.-,_1 the city In 18 79-1880 . Robert Lo e. s :3: s, e,,:; .:. - :: :c:r, c I, moed to 
! .. ar.,a and sat looking out O\ler th e Ba, :.:- ,•, .:::c '.' .: _ · : : .:iT,aIpa,s and 
• • uc.Ioen Gate In Henry Mead B1ano s S:e ,= ·· ,,=,- o .: = ·.: .•n,a ( 1924) 
r..,r,t:S Warren Stoddard ,s quoted . 1 ,;:;.: T. , .oc .;;c: -, San Francisco 

. -. .,; ,,r ,ous Telegraph Hill when I first rr,e: :-,. :r, S:2 .:- ·s.:.r, ,, as out on 
• .., e,1 n,s numberless strolls that too k n,rr, .:--; ::. ::,a .: ::c·:; .: · :na c, ty, and 
, 1 " oy my plover nest .... (Stodaarc .:.s:: ...r .:. :2 ::-a: .-: e fi rst me, 
", :, ,n n1s .. eyrie" on Rincon H,II Alber, s~ _:-:-,a:c: .:. · :- e .::a ,1orn,a His• 
_: .. , . ::ioc1e1y 1nves11gated the 1I\lal cla,rr.s .:.· 5:::.c .:: .::· .: :::, :a1, ~e apart­
• on, , ,..n1ch Ste\lenson In his San Fr :: , :: s.: o - .:. . e : -e Wreckt:r 
;.,._ :.::,ed as .. a mu seum of strange ob1ec:s - ::;a::: .: e: e- .: ::: altie c lubs 
, .J :x. , ~ets. rough•hewn stone ,mag es ::. :r ;:;:--,e:-,;s .: • :- re;:;;led sheI r· 

, c.:1"'0 Dy S1odaard 1n the South Seas :- ' ' " Se;:,:e-:- ::e · , 967 issue 
.: inc society's Ouanerly Shu male de12rr.: nc:~ :na: • ~ ,. • . a-,:shed R1n­
.v 11 M" I was !he place where this h1s1or,c I,: ;; · sr , mc:a: -;; ::, ,: :: ... rred , se1-
:r.~ R L S on his way, ul11mately, to Samca : 

Luc.King ou1 O\ler a century later from tr .. s Ste,e - s.: ,an vantage 
;.:.,r. 1 f Ou II get a great \1 1ew of the Golaen Ga:e e r d;;e - .~ r ar2 de1ect1\le 
· •" Arcner desperately talks 10 a gir l wr. o s mre:i :er :-:g 1::, 1ump, In 
• , ,.,Mcie Donald's no\l el The Undergrour ::: ',f2r, ; 19- · : Tre Rock'" of 
>....J lf ClL Slill SIIS starkly 1n the Bay, where n:: :JE ' l Si r:_,: :r. e Bird Man 
·A.~d1 ra l • was imprisoned for many yea · , r:-c pace·; ::-21 rnade h,m 

J,: vu, were actually written In OlhE: r pr ,s:-rs; i re Z: r-;;er forested 
• .,, ol Angel Island lies beyond ( You c::; r. st o1! se;; :-e :o.i.i;; rapny on 
· , ,.0 11 s ol the barracks on the island , poer.: s ,, ' ,tier. ::, ::: :-:.nese ,mm1· 
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grants who were ne,: -,,c ,n tne 1800s pending permission 10 ~1110 · 

California Tney we·;; :::•: .J :cd for cheap labor, and bu1II tne rd1l roao, 
and fortunes of me • :: .::-.arles Crocker and Leland Stanford l Far 
ther east , Yerba 5u:::-" S. ..::'::; rises In mid-Bay between San Francis.., 
and Oakland . w,1r. 1-,::: : ... : ·eacnes of the Bay Bridge leading easI anJ 
west througn a tur·::: .:._: 1,, the rock , and the man-maoe Tred~urt 
Island . built on lane ;, ·: • :·e, 939 Wor Id 's Fair. flattening out nortned,I 
ward into the Be:)' --c: : o.,rt martial for Captain Oueeg In Herll'ldn 
wouk's The Ca,ne I✓ _ ,- - . . • 952) takes place here, John Mersereau,., 
his amusing myster, ,.c ·:-2.· Loves Company ( 1940) on T I during troe 
Fair , and tne final sec·= - George A. Stewart's post-apocalyptic sc1~n.., 
f1c11on novel Eanr. ;.:: ,;;;5 o.-:curs on the rusted, partially collap~ 
roadway of tne Bay 8· ,: ;;:: over which cars have not passed for decao~ 

Head down tne Gree.., ,. :.­

Street sra,rs 

Here Harr,- U,f1e • ::,_ • - s famous "compound" which was a mr:t:t,n, 
place for Bone:n ,:: - ~-··;; ·s and arttsts in turn-of-the-century San F1J1 

cisco. 11 v.as n- a:::: :,=-: a11y from lumber salvaged airer the //tt ~· 
1906 - and tro/T. ;., = -. s ,,e p,rated from the huge sign bulft on t:< 

summ,r of rne .,,, . • • :-:: : 10 honor the Great White Fleet on ,rs wo,-. 
cruise Tne s,,; r, :: -= rwo stories high and a block long. ,~•­
WELCOME Lar,e ,, =: : • Jwned a hero fordemotishing the monsu~., 
eyesore Georg;; ;:::· · ; orren visited the compound, and the p,_,., 
Nora Mal Frer..::r . :::: ,~:.~Lafler here briefly in the first snack nern1"" 
together ,n tare ; ;;.:: :: ., -=- San Francisco was a charred ghost of tr. 
old city wan mar,. =·==: st ·// deserted Lafler's place is gone now. b.,1, 
walk down these::· : ;;::;; • me Filbert Street stairs and along me nar1;;. 
wood-plankeJ sr·:::s :- a: run from it will give you a good idea 0111,. 

arch1tec1ura1 1::> " : • .-- =: ::,a - and the day-to-day life of hilt dwelle,s, 
n,cely caught 1F. '....:_;;- ::: · .:ir. the HIii ( 1945) by Margaret Panon 

At the bottom of tr.,: ;- : ;:it 

steps is Montgome ·, S: ·,;,;: 
where you ·11 see r,:, , .:> - • -.:h 

2 
JULIUS CASTLE Sam Spade and his secretary Effie Perrine r..,,, 
luncn nere In .:. ,,, ;;~. Called Spade," and Hammett s short fat CC/, 

11nentaI Op also c -:o Te,egraph Hill to 1nves1Iga1e ·a big frame ho.,,. 
hung a1zz1I> o- = ; oulder of the hill, a shoulder that was sn,·; 

where rocK hao :::-2- ,::_,amed away The house seemed about 10.., 
sk11ng dow n on:-; ·:: ::·:; 1ar below." 
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I ne hu::,Odlld ctr.C w,I., :,leu ll1S, Ille Holid<.1ys, live::: 011 lhdl S,luCy 11111 
:•,.,; C.ctll l e!egrctor ., howard l11gsuy·::, MurUr::1 tor rt,u Ht, IIU,JVS ( t 9:, 1) 
,•1 lJdv,d OoiJ,Je s Oe:o:li dliC1 T dXc:S ( 1 ~4 1) . a cop 010 n I l1K1: 111e idea of 
, I111,g up 111 tnc::: 10.;i a .. n,gnt on Tel.Jgrapn Hill' on d ::;1ai-.eou I Howard 
Y~d ·,e ~ Th€: Myste',' Of 7dtJQ/'dPh H,/1 [ 1961 ), and D.:ina Lyon 's Tne 
" ""'~ on 7eif:Qr:,;:,· , :·wl ( t 941J). are set on San Franc1sco·s mos1 
lornous n,II 

1.1 ,,,11 sou11, on split-le , e l 

"'""'"ornery Street 

M ,i:1i: /lie condos s:5no on rtre west or upper s,ae of rne street you 
. ,,.., ;u once ,,no 1 .;,; j :1ionrgom1::ry, wl iere Robert BdrOour Jot1nson 
""-.J ,11 tnf' oasemer: a;;anrnc:::nr tor twe111y-f1ve years Johnson ,t known 
, : d ll today. 1s reme,T.uered tor a few shockers tw wrote for Weird Tale:; 
111JJu1,ne. suer, as Fa r Below. " in wt11c/1 hordes of suD-numan canni­
:,.,1, Je,ad suowa,- 1ra,ns ,n New York City and drag rne 11apless com­
nutt:rs off /or tune;; Jot.nson also wrote The Magic Park ( 1940), a tine 

Ju ,,lf: to Go1den Ga:e ?ark which tie illustrated, and many stones about 
.. ,-i,s life tor Blue Boo~ - Jonnson once knew every circus elephant 1n 
.4 rn1:111Cd uy name A 50 000-p,ece miniature c,rcus. exact in every de-
1, : t11dt ne carvf:O ,v::s set up in rne window of an Oakland department 
.:-,rt: one Cr,r,srmas T, e true horror stories about Jonr,son com€: from 
1,,, ._avd l, c:r a11,1ude ; .:,wa ra oooks. The first thing he dtcl was to break the 
,:i nc: e,1 a ne,·, nar ::::.:, •=' :::JOok so the pages would 1,1:: perfectly flat H,s 
11,cnd George f-fc5S an avid book collector, recalled p,cking up a book 
;,c,,ae Johnsor, s ::r,a,r and was appalled 10 find mar Johnson had 
n,orkeu t11s p1ace "· ,:n a ;:> ,ece of bacon 

A.1 ,ne F1/oerr St ree t sra.r ... ·ay 
Jlvµ aown to tne 10 ,,.er 
1o1~11t~omery roaaway 

,\ ,11/11 not,ng ,s ;,r, = an oec:o Ow/ding with the glassed-in elevator at 
l ;t,0 Monr,;ome:, - auren Ba ca/J's apartment nouse ,n " Dark 
r J,;,dge. • oasea en ;ne Dav,d Good1s novel Humphrey Bogart climbed 
:· ,. ,reps nearb, an::i rooe the elevator up to Bacall s p ;ace ,n this grea1 
ion Franc,s.;o mo,·. :: 

t.,n left ,nco A l ta Street. 
onb1e you ·r1 see at f\/o c50-c52 : 

3 THE DUCK HOUSE Easily spotted by the fllgnt of ducks pa inted 
ander tne ea"es ·n,:; was home for Armistead Maupin who came 10 

)a', Francisco 1rorr: RaIe,gh. Norlh Carolina. In 197 1 When his " Tales 
.• Ine C,1y oegan appear,ng serially In the Cnror11c1e May 24, 1976 
~loupIn became ar. ,ns1ant success with this elabora1e soap opera 
, ~·Out newly arm eJ na,ve Mary Ann Singleton. the Maupin-like gay 
u.:,nile11011,ver anJ otner modern city types Three paperback novels 
:,.:,m tn Is popular se,,e,, nave been published so far Veteran coIumnIs1 
.::r,orles McCabe ,s :ne one wt10 persuaded Chron editor Richard 
ln,,,r ,0110 give Ma ... ;:i,n a sho1 " I !hough! he d end up doing a column. 
~-• n~d,d me ser,a I t,icCabe sa id .. I told Arm11I wa s vu lgar as shit. and 
I .. oulO play ' 

.. 

. . , . 

... 
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It you continue to tne s,r,t:er 
c /1/1 at the ena ot A,ta yo~ 11 
see a senes of r,umoa,s or tr,e 
felt. tor the ;,µartmi:: nt5 e,., ,11 
over the eage o f tnE: pr1:; ,;:, ,~ e 
that plunges aowr. 10 Be ller , 

Street 

4 
22 AL TA ,s "' r . .:: re 1.1:Caoe I,~ed lor many years. and where n,) 
body was io.,r,c f.\c: y '. : 933 afte r a fatal st roke McCabe begand~.i 

columnist tor me C,, -:::,1,:,e ,n 1959 with " The Fearless Spectator ,r. 
The Sport ,ng Green sE:: t,or and went on to become a mainstay 01111

• 

morn,ng paper ri ,s ,,tE,.': ic :olJmns. comparable to the prose of claS~•'. 
essay ists f.lonta,gnc ar,o Samuel Johnson, were written here_,n in. 

early morning . 1.-s ... alii ,n ar, nour He would then ad1ourn to his lavor,1~ 
puo. G,no & Car ,o ~ or Gr.:::::r. Street After his rise to a maIor pos,t,on o, 
the paper the ,r 5s: ,.:. e M.::Cabe stopped going in to the olf ,ce an~ 
mailed ,n nIs p,e.::E:s In tr,e :ate 1970s he said he had been to the nev. ) 
paper bu ,ia,ng on, ) 1n-e::: 11mes ,n twelve years." His wak_e was helO d~ 

the Cnurcn of St Frar..:: s a; Columbus Avenue and ValleJO Street. un. 
the mourners 1nc,.,dec rr.an; of the longtime residents, rum-pots. oriJ 

writers of Nonn oea: r 

Conr,nue soutn on Mc,nrgomer y 
hall a otoc~ ro un,on S:reet 
On the sourneast corne' of 

Gregory Corso anLI Kd/c r.1cDon.i.111 

MONTGOMERY & UNION In this old wood- lrame build ing Gr~v, 5 Corso I,ved w,tn nis ,ntant son Max ,n 1978 on one of his exteno.,; 
stays In San Fran:,s::-o ne subsequently moved downhill where r.. 
now I,ves in a large oa 1- .... ,r:oowed bu1ld1ng on Montgomery Stree1 i:,., 

tween Green an::i 6 roaJ .... ay So does the poet Kaye McDonou;1r 
autnor 01 Zetefa · , 9,& : = poe1,c play thot uses North Beach bohem1.1: 

5e111ngs The puo11s er o: Greenl1ght Press. she handsets type ar.; 
prints bool<s ,n a spare ro0m ,n tier flat on Montgomery overlooking tr~ 

Bay 

Roll aown tne un,on S:reer 
n,11. At Kearny turn r,gnr ano 
cl,mo parr o f tne 0 1oc, :o 

1425 KEARNY ;:; ,cr: ara Braut,gan lived here ,n the late 1960; r 6 tne flat ot anmro::;o,og,st-studen t Valerie Estes when h,/ l!rs1 bOv•: 

/n wa ;ermeton SJ9a· , 1968 j and Trout F1sh111g 1nAmf:rtCJ , 1 ::167 ; .. . ,, 
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11 ~1 CdpturIng r i:! r,a, dllen tIon ( During t11 s stay Bra ... J1 ,gan pa inted 
~d ure~ 01 troui o- ::1,, 10,Ie1 :,C:i.st J He d t)eun on ;:,, c IIve pdr1Ic1pdnt in the 
: :J:iO, poe ir1 ~.::e-. :: ,r Nor!I, l-3each cat~s il L.C1up,e 01 t:,1ocks down-
: ... , on Gre1n1 an.:: ,,, n·,e t 9t.i0s commuted between the: Bt::e1Ch arid his 
~"'Le ,n tne .?Su:; :::. c.::" ot Gea ry Boulevard acr 0$5 from Si::,HS He was 
:,Jlla ol tne Gea:, :Ls on wt~1ch he c ta,nied to do rnaIor thIn1-.111g - ther e 
J:,J di E:nr,co s S·c.::,.aI~ Ca fe on Broudway 

Tna o,KI< o :~ .s ::)u II0Ing faces on Genoa. one bf the h,trs many 
Mt:01IerranE:an-s:>''E: aIIcys Poets Pt11l1p Lamc1nI,a and Ndncy J Pe1ers 
.. ,.,Jill 30 Genoa ,r tr,e early 1970s, tt,en moved a few doors sou lh to 
11,t ,r present 1op-1 o.:,· f,c,t • 

ll1/urn to un,on Stree1 ana 
con/,nue aownn,11 

7 ◄ 78 UNION ;r ;ne 1940s and ear ly 1950s this build ing housed the 
Pencratt Wrne ·s Siud,o managed by the prolific pulp wrner Kenneth 

l~acN,chol and r, s w,lc: Polly Lamb Goforth. Polly Lamb wrote anony­
muus f,ct ,on ior w Jrnen s con fess,on magazines and pract,ced v,suali­
lJioun magic sE:e,r,g checks coming to pay the rent the checks 
. Jniu The Pencrar: S!ud,o was opened for regular meetings of the San 
, rdnc,sco ChopiE:~ c, ; me Fortean Society, in wh,ch followers of the un­
,,.., dl books 01 Cr:a:iE:s Fort ( The Book of the Damned and Lo1) gath­
, ru<J JO discuss FGs and var,ous unexplained phenomena. George 
11Jo~ came over t~cm Berkeley and Robert Barbour Jonnson walked 
; Jv, n tne H,11 Jor:r.s:rn ma,n1a1ned that Polly La mb was a genuine sor­
·•'•~S and tnat r,e· cor,1,nued delv1ngs into the occult led to her sudden 
coain ,n the m,a- S5Js wnen she unleashed some power from Outside 
lr,t: saeds 01 ,nt.:: ·::s! .n tne occu lf sowed by th is group ,n the 1940s 
,. J, ,o l,::dd 10 swcr ::,c ;L lar forums as the Church of Sa tan . begun ,n the 
,ari; 1 %Os oy .t-. n:c.r. Szandor LaVc:y , a tr,end of Johnson and Haas 
.,:1cresI ,n tne oc::- ., ,: a:-io mystical has been consistent ,n San Franc1sco·s 
, .,tory with sp,rn~a ··sm a hot topic In the 190Us when many San Fran­
. ..,_, c, wrtter::. ;;ssare :: ;ne supernatural - such as Genruoe Atnerton in 
:r,cc,: e11en: 1aIE: -:--.e Foghorn " Even economIsI Henry George wro te 
, ,~.~ gnost sIor,e~ : Jr,n g his years in tne city 

.x, 011 10 Grant ano ru rn r,g nt. 
i:,..,. otoc1c up on rne sourneasr 
~"''"'" of Grant ano Fii::Jert 

8 CITY LIGHTS PUBLISHING HOUSE In 1967 the edi torial offices 
ond oackt1s1 o;,o,_s weri:: moved lrorn the basement 01 the C,ty Lights 

:.vJ~store into m,s ;:, ,ace where they stayed until 197 8 At that t,me the 
.:..C e$ were mo·, eJ oack to tt1e store ( wt 11ch had e/\pandea ,nto the 
, ; ,.i,n,ng storefro:1 1 en Columbus previously occupIea Dy " James 
, -~d1 1 Bu 1011, ar.o :: 0 Fr a tell, Forte, Pr ops" - an ttaltan travel agency) 
~J~.:ns of ooo~s .,., c·e a Oded to Jhe Crty Lights list ,n tn,s period - Jack 
.. ,,.: nman·s L> r ;x: D, Prima·s Revolut1onary Letters Kerouac·s 
,. Jt,c:reo Poems Cassddy s au tob,ogr dPhical Tt1e F,: st Tn,rd. 8ukow­
,. , Erc:ct,ons E1a;::_,ac,cns. Ext11bl(Juns and Gener di Td le:, 01 Ord,ndry 
~J,111e;s ,mo Nc·sc:; r-lot<:JI Nirvana among them Tn,s pIace was a 
.or. toor lor tne Nortr ot::e1cn litera ry communi ty and for v,s,t,ng writers 
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St F rancIs Hotel the Rus~1dr~ 
,vh1le Yevt11 •, li l'11ko 0I,11,rl tu, Il1t; lu~ur1ous • f ,. pst ,r~ 

II e~s on the lloor o t, ,e u a • poeIAntJr u1 V111 11l '' ,1,11 ·,r 1•,lu I,Iur1Jma r .,. . 
d Nancy J Peteri; no"' co 

apartmentril11111qtw . I· , 1;, 1, rr,urir .;tr1rer:1 inys _ 
1 1 tt t·ere,r 

ed itor aricJ, l11 l ?I tIiI , ,I 1 .,, 1 t 1r_J lit•,. ccJrne to wurk tor I-er ing 18 I
k 

I 
p 1' 

197U S ill: ,1111I I11:r , ,. ,· .I ,, rr ,tl 1' 111111-,1 LcJmJn tlr:1 drove vozriesen
1
5
00

y
6
u,.-,v" 

m - bout the tragic o v " 
FortRos~: .1il1(!1 ,l 11 1lrt1 1,·,,,.,, c I1,J111JPICP08 d - C C'P "'IOn 
cJllcJ1r ol 1111 , Hu •,< ,1:11, ,,,,,I,,,ur I llcul.:11 Rezanov and Dona o n de ~ In 
Arguello I,II uu11 'I' '· " ,,1,1 1J,111uhter of t11e Presidio commahn ntnl _ ,

5 • r I over the Ci ty Lig 15 0 "-~ 197 2 Fer111111liu11, 11 , , ,;, ,, I ,r ,11, ti ,e aµdrtrne 1 , 
where tie lIvu1J 1111111 1•,1;; 

Glancing 1111 11, u I 11/11111 l ull 
toward Co, , to wv, H~J•"'' · 1c1 u 

w,11 see ar 1111, "'"' 11 I 11, is 

bu1/d1ng: 

28 HARWOOD ALLE Y Site of innumerable literary even,ngi 9 ( morr11111,l1,. 11 1 , , ,11" , :, r,,J r,1c.;t1IsJ . the tiny apartment belongs to Nee, 
Cherkov~kI wl11 , I,:,·, •.t,1:1; rl uli·t lud and en tertained many an n,nerJr:: 
and 1nd1gur1I w111, ,, ,. ,, ,, ,r ,,-l 11 ,use who have dwelt here for signihcoi-, 
pe riods ar c, l1:1y111r, ,,,; I ,, 1,, Bob Kaufman , Gregory Corso, Mict1 ac­
We1ner, I-A:11I111 111 :,11 ,,r ,rJ Hv.iard Hart Of course, this is the san ,c 
Harwood /,ltc:1 ,,r,1,,, ,, ,11 ·. ,r1 11,e t950s as "' Speed Alley" - haunted ll, 

h1gh-l1fer~ '" 11 ,,, I:,·,t l,11,1: 

Conunut: 11 rJtll 1 fJn u,, , ,, ,, .. , 

i 
I 
l 
I 
I s,de of tt, u ,,,,,, 1,1 ,,,.r ., ·. ,,,.,11 I 

alley run~"''"<,,,,,,, 1, . 11,,, .. 
late 7 970!l Uu,,11 /J or, I, ,,, , 1,~,,,1 ! 
,n aparrniur,I /Ju I 11, 

0 30 GERKE ALLE Y I rrirn this ou1lding Doohan continui1d • · 1 ommat I111:r :,, 1 ,,rtl•,rrr, t,e had first conceived and execuit:O .r I 
Ph1ladelpt,1,, I ti c.: " ', r' r,rr;,i •,y Fingers was a novel one-hundred dr,; • 

fifty pagE:: '.. l<H1•1. r, ,.,, I ,,r, ,, I,;,,Je at a ume, using a mi:lP Doonan pa,:~: .

1 
each payu 1,p ,,, 11 ,1: 1,,. ,,1,,1 ;, •,kid row bar. on the wal l of a wd rcn,., .. ,, 
near a ri ver _ 111, 1111 , ,.I:,11 r,' i r, I a doorway of a fashionable 10wnnu.:.< 
where so r111, •.r:,11 •.i•,I I,1 r,;,,J I1 ,1ed. using a master rnap and gu,oe t,c,..,_ l 
the reade r N<,ul<l t, ,, ,I ,, tr•, rr, vriu page to the next to read the ooo, dl <­

actually 9uI1Iq 11,1 , , 11.,, ,•, n i.l ,, r,r, ys1cal environments was an i~port.s·. 
aesthetic ;,•,r,e1;t 11, 11,,, 11 •,r1< 11,e reader was In a real sense ,,,ury::. 1· 

novel A~ t,c; r111J 1<:<l tr•,r r. ,, ,t / 10 city Doot1an would revise tnE: boc,. ;, ' 
m eet local rufi,rur ,,,,, :,•, .r,t·. Here in San Francisco he made u,c • 
places l1kE:: ~• ;,1;11, ,, l:,I, .,:rJ·. ,,r, f./\arket (open twenty- four hours" a,, 
Tenderlo ,n t, ,JI ·. rJ, ,. , .,,,, m , alleys and the watertro nt Greaw Fu,J, • 
took abou t a wi,er ,, , r ,,.,'J ,f 10u devoted some the ee hours a da, 1-' 
and wereri"I ~,111,1J 11, ·.•, ,r,c, 'J1; 1:: along the way 

tn his a,,., , I1r11, r,I t ,,,:,,: , ,,,,r,,rn w orked on a number ol equatiy " " 
proIecIs li t.: t ,;,cJ ,_, ,,11 ,,, ,111,t;•, :.. trung across the roo m With pag;,s • .; 
notes tr o rr1 r,r ,vi:I·, 11 , :, , ,,,,r,,·,•. t..., ri9I ng tram th em , lit erary ld und '• •·, 
has not yet 1.011 ,c,o ;, , .,,, r, I, fr,r It1e • Greasy Fingers" genre - .. Just e, i 

vandalism · 
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u11 rne southwest corner o f 
C,1dnl ,incJ Grut:n w,cn 1u51 up 
Int: Olock you could once enter 
lh8 

103 

11 BREAD AND WINE MISSION Run by P,erre Dela tlre, a min­
ister, the Bread and Wine M1ss1on was or1e ot tne many hangouts 

1,.,, nIpsters In the Beat 1950s. a place for people to m'eet. drink. ta lK. and 
r~dd poetry It no longer exists, the building 11av,ng been re:modeled and 
Q~ntnf ,ed," a fate which ,s overtakmg all ol North Be:acr. and Te legraph 

t1 1II 

1.rn east up Greenw,cn, north 
; ,ro Cn,td A lley, and east again 
.n10 quarter-Oloc1<. -long . 

12 TELEGRAPH PLACE Poet Eric Barker and his wife, the dancer 
Madelynne Greene, lived in No. 56 in this h1daen street ,n the late 

t~40s before they moved to Little Sur. Clark Ash ton Sm,in vIsI ted them 
I,er e In 1966 Ba rker recalled , ·· In la te r years w hen we li ved ,n San Fran­
.,~o ne would come and s1ay in our li ttle apartment Iust below Tele-­
~rarin Hill But Asnion was never really at home ,n a c11y We used to 
: urno Tel i:grapn H,II ana look across the bay toward San Rafael and tal k 
..,; me old so111ary aays t0;ieIher that th e real estate pro moIers had killed 
·Jrc,er Those were tne days before the quiet and lovely hill s above 
.><1 11 Ralael were savagea by bulldozers ,n preparation for me coming 
•e.i , ,:slate boom Tnere were sunli t glades full o f g ,ant oaks, green 
,c,i11ys dnd wooded nIIIs where we could walk and res1 all day w11nout 
1,c-c1<ng anyone • 

I~1ow cn,ld tnrougn ro 
, umOora. wnere you "/I f,na at 
i.A LoniodrcJ rne ou,ld1ng ,n 
. n,.n tne wr,ter-antnropolog,s t 
,. ,n,d ae Angulo lived fr om 
, ,Jo rnIougn t 939. A r Grant 
;.. 110, rn anorne, oloc, 10 
,,. ,,nut To the east up the 

1, ,1 ► Ou ·11 /ind 

u . ,~,=. ning, .. "' 

TM Secret M•anlni, 
otThlnga 

• l 

13 339 CHESTNUT Tn,s walk-up fla t was ren ted by La wrence Fer­
linghett i soon afIe:r he moved permanen tly to San Francisco In 

' , ~ 1 and he lived here un ti l he bought 706 Wisconsin on Potrero Hill in 

.. : ci In th,s period ne and Peter Martin opened City L,gn ts Pocket 
:;....,. Snap the f1rs1 all- paperback bookstore in America And in 1955 
• c: .. ~gnen, began his City Lights publishing program w1tr, the iirst book 

:r,s ?ocket Poets Series n,s own Pic tures of tile Gone v'lo rtd Many of 
,·.,,c poems, as we ll as otners collec Ied in A Coney !stand o f the MmcJ 
• ,~:l J were wr itten here tn the lollow,n g poem ,s ret 1ec1ed the arch1-

.._ :_1 ;1 i mood 01 tne bu1Id,ngs const ruc ted ,n staggereo levels up the 

.....;., 01 TeIegraph H1Ii 

Awdy aoove o nar ::,::,rful 
or ca .1 I~Iess houses 

~mong me: cnar:ay noc,,,, ('.n,mneyµo1s 

·11~ =' ~!r~J : . .; ~-•~t;W • ~ 
~.~.•-' 1:•,,t 

,·;:.r.•,. 
:-··,· 

,_.,r,,,, 
' .,., 

::· •. ~ 

: , . 
. , . 
. '·• ,, 
'·'. 
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: · , •• .. :.-:::~ ·.ggr,d w1Ih cloIhesh111:s 

_;,0n 111t: w,nd 
r ,.; •.; "= ... - · _ - -- - '!1 ~h&ets 

Return to G.- or,: c ... ,:; ;:. ~~,.. 
on Gra nt tu Gr:-e · "" :,~ , .. ,en 
west . a 0 11rI, n •1, ::. 

14 
540 GREENWICH ;··, lhe 1960s Joe Gores lived In this apdfl 
rr,r;r,t , . .:·, - .: ::: ~ " ::,r ,ate 1nves11gator and wn1111g hI~ !1rst pr,vJlt 

eye sto·,es r.:: · ::: - =-.:-~ i::J r,,s Dan,el Kearney Agency " bdsed on 11,. 
work wI:r-, tr.= :.=: . .: "' " ' ::·t e1nd Assoc1aIes detHctIve agency on Golo~.1 
Gate Aven..:c -:-~:::; ·s: s:;:,r, !rom the l1ct111ous •• OKA File · appeared ,r , 
ttie O&eemD£:' • ::-c. - ss--c 01 Ellery Queen Mysrery Magaz111e , editor 
Queen I;;1er e,.; .. 2.: :· s scr,es as " au thentic as a !1st In your lace .. Gore:, 
put over t OG ;:; ::,::_ - . ,ss " , ear on his car do,ng his sk1p-1rac1ng wo,­
and says nt: .,. ;: ;, :~ ·:::.=::E:',E:J with every implement o! oestruct1on maot 
by man A pr.es;.:-.:::: tr,eu to run Gores over when he made an attem;:,: 
to repossess tr-:::.;;:~:, s c;;r i Gores uses the Bay Area as accurately a,. 
map-ma ... er ar,::: n s ::.,r-.J... ;,tories and novels are certainly the most rt:o , 

Ist Ic ponra,c ;:,· :::.=:) •t.:- ::: ay detective work in the modern city Tnc 
novels O-::ao 5,:.::; . ·; :- .2 : F,nal Nooce ( 1973). and Gone. No Forw,,,.; 
,ng ( 1976J art: ccs ,. _. ; ::i_r.a ,n paperback, and a collection of 111e shc111 

stories ,s lortr . .:.:-. .. r. ; 
One ca1 0_:. -,;; :C.J res st,nt on this street , a trucker unfam_Ihar w,11 

the city wnee•c:: ~. s :·.:::::o-- tr;;iler rig up Greenwich, not realizing thal ,: 
turns ,ma a s:c ·-s:·c:=:.::: c; oc ,-.. east, with a sharp turn righ t down a Sl(:c:I,, 
grade o r.1., 1'==-- ,s_. - :-,e only way out for cars The turn was 1mpu, 
s1ble 10 ne::i-:.:,c:: ,-. :- ;·.= nuge rig , and tr1e trucker couldn t bacK ou: 
safely oec.: ... s: :· 2. :-,; .::::rs l',•p1cally parked in No Parking zones Hi: 

was stuc" 
Po11c"' .:e1rrn::: :.:· .: .:, - ;-, ;; 01 t11e area, afraid the truck would las!: r,, 

hold on me n1.. - :·.c :.=:•~r,,ng rig would cause thousands In propan, 
damage ;; nc ,~e, c :•, , ,. ant any people In the way. Gores heard tr,. 
commot,on E.-,::: v . .::: -.cc _ p tne hill. He saw what the problem wa1 
,dent1i,e:a nIrr,:::: ; :.: :-,= c -:.;:is as an auto re possessor, and went 1ogeI 11,, 
key ring wit .::.::-:?-; .:: , :: . s mat would open every make of car on tn, 
market Gvre; :- :. == ,-,e 111 egally parked ca rs, the trucker bilC~t:ll 
safely ao,·,r.r11 .:::-: :: ,,:: ,- ari a men Gares and t11e police reparkea •· 
the cars !-Si as :-:::_.·::,_ ;-, :: ;r:em , illegally, with tickets locked 1ns,de 

Conr,nuf: ac, .-. nr. ,. == 5:;.;K r:,.; 

then let: ~ni: DIOC ,. ::;, 

WASHINGTON SQUARE On one ot the benches near tr« 
15 Stcx:r--.to'.': S:ree: e:-,c 011r,1s park is a small metal plaque de:d,caI,n~ 
tne bencn 10 S.=:,- =: ,; -. : ,s:~-c;orn Irving Stone, lamous for his b,ograpi,, 
cal novas sue~ =~ ~" J ' ::,r. .'-forseback ( 1938). about c1 fellow Sar. 
F1an:1sco r,at,,-:? :: - .: .-.r ,::c· J5 : k London Stone wa s born Irving Tan 
nenba.J IT' ne.::: ' l', E. , - - ::: .::- Square July 14 . 1903 

In tne :eme: ,:;· :- = S:-:=: ::: mere·s a statue ol Ben Franklin . tne 010~,: 
public rr. onc.::-.e-.: .- :-":: ;, ;::>resented by the tee10Ialing dent,st Henr, 
o. Cogs.-. ::: I, ,:- ·, : -;; - , e DE.Se o l the statue Is 1n:;cnbed . •• Presentea 1,, 
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CHANGE 

R1cnard Br,1ul14un dlHI H ur: l u ~ .... u1!)0 tlll 

n O Coc;s....,t:I to our Boys and G11ls Who Wil l Soon Take Our Plc,CE:S 
~:i:i ?as~ On A t,:-na-capsu le enclosed ,rrsIde Wr:J S opened 111 c1 public 
.cremony ,n 1 S 7~ A few scraps of verse were !ound r:Jlong with o tner 
;JJ memorao11,;; ,nclud1ng a toolh ol t11e Frencr, Revo,u11on1st Robes­
• c1re T '" monu0 ent once had thn~e laucets from wr11ch ran V,cny Cal 
~c.11er anj Congress mineral waters We find ,ron,cally. Shorty tne 
~.r.a ,n Braut,gan s Trout F1s/1 ing in Amenca unconscious here - ··He 
, oa Ia 11 en face f,r;,: OJI of his wheelchair and 1us1 lay mere w ithout mov­
.r li Snurrng Ioua1y The narrator thinks that Shorty snould be nailed ,n 
J :>dc11,ng .:rate w,tn a couple ol cases ol wine and snipped for safe­
'""p,ng 10 NeIsor, A,gren. 

Tna \"va sh,ng tor. Square Bar and Grill across Columbus Avenue at 
: IG7 Pov, ,:, li r,;;s c,e,come a major r1angout for ou r more ·uptown 
• .. Ic:r s ,n tnc last oecaaa Alice Adams. Ella Letlland Hero Gold. Warren 
,. :;~~'" ana 01 n,_r _::>urnalists Irequen1 ,1 As c1 su re ::;,gn thdt ii ,s d hot 
Jr,J w,Jel, ,rno .•,n spot. 11 has already appeared r:JS ;; 1oca1ion In cl 

:r.,,tEH)' r,ovel 01 lormer Chronrcle reporter Ju l11:! Sm,tn ( Sm ith once 
. ,-nI undercov,:,r on a farm run by the Moon1e!> near Boonv1II&. Cal, 
· j rn,a among otner ass,gnments) Her equally ,ntr8p,a neroIne Rebecca 
S, r, ;.·drtz ,n u2a1n T:.. r,"s a Tock ( 1982) about muroer In a C O Y O T.E • 
.. , t! prost,11.: te s or anIza1,on, ea ts a meal t1ere between perils- she lives 
.;:; union Street on Te ,egraph Hill 

in r11 s co,umr, l\': .:, rcll 19, 1982. Hero Caen ( wh o nas a condo In the 
• " " cump:e" at Inc 1001 o f the Greenwich Street sta,r s) repo rted In 
J~orev,dteu Caenese At the Wasl1 . Sq Barngr,11, the party ol It1e weel-. 
~.,, Ior R,ta Mae; 8rc wn the lesbian ac tIvIst . to launcr, r, er la test ooak. 
,,.,vt nern D,scomto rt A pushy photoggar lrom People mag pusI1eo 
• , : Arrn ,steaa t,1a t..i:,,n and Randy Shilts dgaII1st the ld.:l&ez room oou, 
·~: a sr,ot tnat on ;y cl rag like People could love • Brown. wn o ro;,e 
. . ,: ~,y tu lame w,Ir ncr l1rst book RuCJylrwr Jungle ( 1973) olten 1I,es 
,:c: tne c,t> lrorn ner nom-, 111 North Cdrol1na sr,e and Maupin oncu 

~ ... :,neo 10 nosi a Tv IaIk show for tne large gay com mu nil)' in San I- ra n 
. ,; u Sn,11s ca Ieo 01 Pubhshers Weekly ·· II1e t,r st openiy gay establrsn­
.. cnl I0urnc111s1 ,n CaI,10r nia" - a wrt1er lor the fxdm ,ner, Cllf1.J111Clt::'. 
, ,;i:: l'u ,c ar.a tne gay papers the Advocare and Cnr,s10ph1::r Slrt-1:H -

jJ ;ust .;ub;,snea n,s o,ogra phy of assassinated gay supt:!rvIsor Harvt:y 
,,- , 7 1,r;M:1 , ,v ,,1C.., s1ro Stree1 And soareI,1erdry movtimenis burn 
, J .,tc r" ,1 :;,1es es;Jo o1 sned 

: ' 
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the lower segment of Telegraph Hill Boulevard, 
Greenwich comea back to life at a loop bordered 
with Howen and continue, we£t. On the north side 
of thu junct-,re lived Harold Gilliam, a contempo­
rary author and newspaper columnist. Mike's Gro­
cery is at the corner of Grant, and in the same 
building during the early 1930s was a lodging 
howe, more grandly listed in the directory as the 
Telegraph Hill Hotel, with the entrance at 485 
Greenwich Street. Child Street and its byways, 
Telegraph Place, join Greenwich OH the north. 

Telegraph Hill played a part in the fragmen­
tary history of several churches. On August 20, 
1853, the Reverend W. C. Pond conducted the 
opening services of the Second Congregational 
Church, which was on the north side of Green­
wich just above Stockton. Among the church's 
trustees was William A. Pfeiffer, for whom the 
short street is named. About six years later this 
edifice was shared with the Gennan Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, with the Reverend F. Mooshake 
officiating on Sunday afternoons; Mooshake was 
something of a nomad, preaching to his flock from 
various borrowed pulpits. Apparently the Luther­
ans bought this former Congregational church 
about 1862, when the Reverend J. M. Buehler ser­
monized under the banner of the First German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

However, serious problems arose in November 
1862 when property owners along Dupont (Grant) 
sought to lower the grade of this street at its crest 
near the Greenwich intersection. When this was 
clone, it also involved a similar adjustment of 
Greenwich all the way down to Stockton; some 

lots were then well above the new grade. The Lu­
theran church was so remote that its members 
began to complain; "Men will not worship in a 
temple reached only by ladders or balloons," was 
one observation. The difficulty was overcome by 
purchasing a lot on Geary Street by Union Square 
and erecting a new church. 

The old building on Greenwich was vacant un­
til 1886, when the parishioners of St. John's Ger­
man Evangelical Church (organize<l 1879) climbed 
up the many stairs to move in an<l remain for nine 
years; then the church changed its name to St. 
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church and moved 
to Mason Street on Russian Hill. The old church 
building was destroyed in the fire of 1906. The 
two-story apartment house presently perched on 
this lot at 568-70 Greenwich is still high above the 
street, but in early times Church Place, now Edith 
Street, provided an easier approach from the east. 

Farther down Greenwich, past long rows of 
post-fire apartment buildings, is the North Beach 
Playground, a part of the Recreation and Park 
Dc!parll)lcnt flnaw,;cd hy a bon<l issue appcaY<·d by 
the voters in September 1903. Fjye years elapsed 
before the 14 pieces of property were purchased 
an<l Greenwich Alley was closed. For many years 
a branch lihrary for North Beach ha<l been advo­
cated, but when it was finally approved, two more 
years were necessary to fix its location, as everyone 
had a different idea. Finally, in 1957 Mayor George 
Christopher recommended that one corner of the 
playground be used for this purpose, a recommen­
dation which was approved by the supervisors, and 
the library was built. ' 

In the late 1930s, No. 8, a Bald­
win steamer, stands by the engine 
house (right) . The same picture 
tukc11 today would show many 
more housing units in the back­
ground than at this time. (- llCJy D. 
Graves photo) 
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