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THE LITTLE LIBRARY TH AT COULD 

, 'O he little library that 
could" - the tiny branch 
that has endured nearly 

100 years of inadequate 
funds and insufficient space - is 
finally getting a permanent home. 
Thanks to dedicated professionals 
and loyal patrons who believe in 
their library, the new Ocean View 
Branch will be a reality for the 21st 
century! 

The storefront library at 111 Broad Street. 

"This is one of the most important 
and positive steps to be taken in the 
Ocean View in more than 40 years," 
says Royce Vaughn, president of the 
Ocean View Merced Ingleside 
(OMI) Business League. 

According to Dr. Willis Kirk, 
chairperson of the community­
based New Ocean View Library 

Development Committee, "The new 
library is a giant step in rejuvenating 
the neighborhood. We are asking 
people throughout the City to help 
us engineer changes that will help 
our children and revitalize (Ocean 
View's) commercial district." 

Considerable support has already 
come from City Hall in the form of a 
$1.7 million construction fund 

pledged by Mayor Willie 
Brown last year. Mr. 
Vaughn and Dr. Kirk 
were among the coalition 
of OMI community 
leaders and librarians 
who met with Mayor 
Brown at one of his lively 
Saturday morning 
sessions in late 1998. 

"It didn't take long to get 
his· attention, " says Mr. 
Vaughn. "We just asked 
him how we were going 
to keep our kids off drugs 
and the streets. How 
were we going to cajole 

them into the library if we didn 't 
have one for them to use?" 

The mayor was particularly 
impressed by the group's tenacity 
and their willingness to tackle a 
major part of the fundraising effort. 

"He was right on target, " says Will 
Reno, a longtime Ocean View 
businessman who was also part of 

the successful meeting with the 
mayor. "He told us that he agreed 
with our cause and he just laid it 
out, plain and simple: 'You will get 
your library during my administra­
tion!' He was just great." 

Mayor Brown has proved true to his 
word and the walls of the new 
library are going up right now, and 
the library is scheduled to be 
completed by Spring, 2000. 

However, the hardest work is only 
just beginning. The neighborhood 
fundraising committee and the 
Friends & Foundation of the Library 
are currently raising additional 
money to furnish the new library 
with computers, bookshelves for 
expanding collections and 
important interior improvements. 
The goal is $267,000. 

"You know, this really is a wonderful 
cause," says Darcus Thomas, who 
served as Ocean View Branch 
Manager from 1994 to 1997. "Th_e 
old site was so cramped and far too 
small to accommodate all the needs 
of this kind of a community." 
Ocean View is a very mixed 
neighborhood with a diverse 
population, in need of multi­
language books and videos and a 
broad range of children's materials. 

"We have all kinds of people out 
here, " says Mrs. Thomas. "We want 
to build a place where they can all be 

co11ti1111ed on page 6 
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-THE STORY OF OCEAN VIEW-

W here is Ocean View? This is a question that 
has been asked by many people over the past 
few months. Some of these people are natives 

of the City and yet, while it sounds familiar, the Ocean 
View neighborhood means nothing to them. No picture 
immediately comes to mind. There are no distinguishing 
landmarks like Coit Tower, Mission Dolores , or 
Telegraph Hill to help place this area. But, the story of 
Ocean View is one worth 
telling. It has a history and a 
spirit of community that can 
inspire all San Franciscans. 

Located to the south, Ocean 
View is nestled between Merced 
Heights and Ingleside. In it's 
earliest years, it was a thriving 
neighborhood with its own 
railroad station. As early as 
1867, this area was targeted for 
development, but plans did not 
go into effect until after the 
1906 earthquake . Under the 
Railroad Homestead Assoc­
iation, houses were built along 
Harold Street. This area was 
known for its distinct 
topography, a large ridge with 
three peaks which gave Ocean 
View its name and earliest 
identity. 

By the time the first houses were built, the San Francisco 
Public Library had already established a branch in this 
growing area. Mr. and Mrs. Beman and later Mrs . 
Holden were the first branch librarians. The small 
library was located at the corner of Capitol and Broad 
Street, not far from the current library at 111 Broad 
Street. The railroad station provided a constant influx of 
people and provided access to other parts of the City. 
Stores and homes dotted Plymouth, Capitol and Broad 
Streets. Ocean View was a city within a city. 

From the 193o 's to the mid 195o 's, Ocean View was 
predominantly an Italian community with delis, shops, 
and a fire station. Ocean View Park, a recreation park, 
provided entertainment for the many families living in 
the area. 

In the 195o's and 1960's redevelopment began to take 
place along Fillmore and Geary Streets in the Western 
Addition. Many African American owned businesses 
were closed on Fillmore and families were encouraged to 
relocate to Ocean View. 

The overall effect that this critical development had on 
the African American community was one of 

displacement. It took many 
years for Ocean View to 
become "the neighborhood" 
and many people would 
travel back and forth to the 
Fillmore, as the Western 
Addition was known, to work 
and attend church. 

More recently, Ocean View 
has fallen on hard times. The 
recession in the 197o's and 
then again , in the early 
199o's caused many 
businesses to close. Ocean 
View has known the ravages 
of crime, drugs and low 
educational achievement. 
This picture of the area, 
however, is slowly changing, 
because of dedicated 
neighbors and friends who 
have never given up on their 
neighborhood. 

In 1998, concerned residents banded together to form 
the New Ocean View Library Development Committee 
which managed to put their community and their dearly 
loved, but woefully inadequate, branch library "on the 
map. " The committee succeeded in getting the City of 
San Francisco to recognize the needs of this 
neighborhood and their desire for a library worthy of the 
new millennium. In Spring 2000, Ocean View will have a 
brand new "center of learning and empowerment. " 

The history of Ocean View and its library is a lesson in 
neighborhood change and growth. Each day, as this 
library starts to take shape, a dream becomes reality, and 
the persistence of people who care is rewarded. 

Public Art Commission for the Ocean View Branch Library by Mark Roller and Colette Crutcher 

"our community is 
dedicated to building 

a first-rate library for the 
youth of Ocean View. I 
applaud the fundraising 
efforts of the neighborhood 
committee and the Friends 
& Foundation of the 
Library, and encourage 
San Franciscans to give 
generously to this worthy 
cause. Remember, 
educational opportunities 
are the key to the future. 

Mayor Willie Brown, Honorary 
Chair, Campaign for the New 
Ocean View Library 

REMY CHARLIP 
O PENS OCTOBER 13 AT THE LIB R ARY 
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''what you learn doing art or being 
creative is that by putting two things 

together you get something new," says Remy 
Charlip, children's author and artist. "When 

you put your whole self into a song, a dance, a 
drawing, painting or sculpture, and make 
things with your own hands and body, you 
have an experience that affects every aspect of 
your life ." 

Welcome to Remy Chalip's World, where 
children's fantasies come to life through 
words, song, dance and art. Beginning in 

September, Remy Charlip, creator of 29 
children's books and an innovative performer, 
leads a series of book and mural making 

playshops for children ages 6 - 11 years. The 
playshops take place at different branch 
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libraries, and are part of Remy Charlip'sWorld: 
Books into Theater/ Theater into Books, a major 
children's exhibit sponsored by the Friends & 
Foundation of the Library. 

Remy's exhibit, which will include artwork 
produced at the playshops and illustrations 
from his book, opens in the Jewett Gallery at 
the Main Library on October 13 and runs 

through December 13. 

Please join us for the opening reception and 

book signing on Wednesday, October 13. A 
performance by Remy and children from the 
San Francisco Arts Education Project takes 
place following the reception at 7 p.m. in the 
Koret Auditorium. All events are free and the 

public is invited to attend. 

The Main library - San Francisco's Most Novel Event Space 

Private dinners, holiday parties, corporate receptions in the Library? Absolutely! 
The Main Library is fast becoming one of San Francisco's premier event spaces. 

Seven unique spaces are available for private events when the building is closed to the public . 

Rental fees are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law and are used to support a variety of library services. • 
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MEMBER PROFILE: WILL RENO 

New Ocean View Library Development Committee 

Tucked away in the southernmost corner of San Francisco, 
is a little known city treasure. Will Reno, known to friends 

and admirers as the "Mayor of the Broad Street," is a tireless 
activist dedicated to preserving a small town feeling in the 
middle of a bustling metropolitan city. 

Originally from Kentucky, Will came to San Francisco with the 
Navy in 1960. He loved it, especially the Ocean View 
neighborhood where he found "temporary" housing. After 
over 30 years here, he says, "It feels like I've been here my 
whole life . The Ocean View is my family." 

Will owns and operates a barber shop on Broad Street. With 
no children of his own, Will devotes most of his spare time to 
the families of his adopted neighborhood, working to improve 
the quality of life. He sponsors an annual summer picnic to 
Santa Cruz for a group of grandmothers and single moms and 
their kids. As president of the Southwest Neighborhood 
Improvement Group (SNIG), he was instrumental in 
establishing a community center that is used for just about 
every major event in the neighborhood. It was recently the site 

LIBRARY STAFF PROFILE 

Ocean View Branch Library 

"Alive" is the word that Dorothy Coakley, Branch Librarian 
for Ocean View, uses to describe herself. She is alive 

with passion for learning and the desire to help others learn . 
She is alive in her passion for creating a great education center 
for the people of Ocean View. 

An East Bay native, Dorothy 
attended the University of 
California , Berkeley with the 
intention of being a law 
librarian. Perhaps it 's her 
energy, but before she knew it, 
she was working with kids and 
their parents in the under­
served communities of 
San Francisco. 

For 14 years, Dorothy was the 

Dorothy Coakley 

beloved children's librarian of the Bernal Heights Library. 
Now branch manager of the smallest library in the system, in 
one of the more deprived neighborhoods in the City, Dorothy 
is still full of that same special energy and passion for learning. 

of a benefit to raise money for the new Ocean View Library, a 
cause that has always been close to Will Reno's heart. 

He served as chairman of the 
committee that fought a move to 
shut down the library in the early 
70's. Later, he organized a group 
that secured much needed 
improvements to the current site. 
Will was also among the 
community leaders who convinced 
Mayor Brown to fund the building 
of the new branch libra ry. Now, he 
sits on the New Ocean View 

Will Reno Library Development Committee , 
determined to raise the money and 

the consciousness needed to establish a firs t rate library in his 
community. 

"The children need a safe place to go," he says. "I'm going to 
see to it that they get it." 

DOROTHY COAKLEY 

Each day as she walks to the tiny library on Broad Street she 
sees what effect crime and drugs have had on the Ocean View 
neighborhood. But forever the consummate believer in 
humanity, Dorothy looks forward to the many challenges that 
lie ahead. 

"Once the new library opens, we'll be able to have school class 
visits with enough chairs for everyone, she says 
enthusiastically. "Our teenagers will be able to take computer 
training and older patrons will have a safe, accessible building 
right across the street from the senior center." 

Dorothy wants to offer more children's activities and get teens 
involved in a mentoring program to keep them in school and 
provide them with job opportunities . She also wants to 
organize a support group for the many immigrants in the 
neighborhood to help them adjust to their new home. 

"The time has finally arrived when Ocean View will get a real 
up-to-date, state-of-the-art branch that will accommodate the 
many interests and talents of the people in the neighborhood." 

MISSION 

Aztec Dancers from Danza Xitall i Troupe 
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LIBRARY UPDATE 

0 he celebrations of May have ended. The dancers and 
musicians are gone. The decorations have been put 
away. The celebrities and city officials have all gone 

home. But it is far from quiet at the Mission Branch 
library. Its doors are open and business is thriving. 

After a highly successful fundraising campaign headed by the 
Friends & Foundation and community leaders that raised over 
$380,000, the necessary seismic upgrading and renovation was 
completed last spring. 

The Grand Reopening took place on May 8 with a festive day of 
music and dancing, poetry and songs, and speeches and 
dedications. But the real excitement seems to have begun only 
after the big party ended. The library is "the action" in the 
Mission. 

"The public just loves it!" according to Branch Manager Gloria 
Hanson. "It 's so nice and airy now." 

She says circulation and attendance rocketed immediately upon 
reopening the permanent site at 24th Street and Bartlett. 

"The computers are always-full ," says Ms. Hanson. "In one eight hour day, 96 people had signed up to use the 
Internet and the word processing 
programs. " 

The librarian says that a few 
neighborhood residents who have 
computer expertise "have been a 
godsend" volunteering to assist both 
patrons and staff on the new 
computers. She says one young man 
who recently moved here from 
England has "energy plus" and comes 
in to help out three days a week. 

The teen and children 's departments 
have experienced the highest increase 
in patronage. Martha Neves, the 
Mission Branch teen librarian, says 
Mission teenagers have come to the 
library in record numbers to attend 

Jing Mo Lion Dancers 
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several special programs offered this summer, including the most successful event, "How to Find a Job" Day. 

The Children 's Room continues to overflow. About 700 youngsters participated in the Summer Reading 
program, and over 20 class visits were scheduled through June and July. 

Thanks to the generosity of many donors , the Mission Library is once again the heart of the Mission. 

• 
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together and really use their library. We need computers 
and a children's room to give the kids a place, away from 
the streets." 

Mrs. Thomas, a longtime resident of the Ocean View 
neighborhood, now volunteers as a librarian for one of the 
local elementary schools. She is particularly encouraged by 
the overwhelming interest that the effort has received so 
far, including a recent article by Ken Garcia of The 
Chronicle. 

"I just hope we can keep the energy going," says Mrs. 
Thomas. "This neighborhood has waited a long time for 
something new to be built here. It is going to be a beautiful 

library with something for everyone." She says the 
fundraising committee is reaching outside of the 
neighborhood and into the San Francisco community to 
raise money to furnish the new building. 

Dr. Willis Kirk feels the new library will not only enhance 
the neighborhood but it could change the area 
dramatically. "Until now, the Ocean View was practically 
invisible to the rest of San Francisco," he says. "This 
library is really going to put a lot of life into this 
community!" 

Our sincere apologies to the following individuals for incorrectly spelling or omitting their names in the Summer 1999 issue. 

Dorothy Harkavy 
Dr. Willis Kirk 

Dr. Francis Rigney 
Ken Romines 

Sharon Saslafsky 
Niels Swinkels 

FRIENDS & FOUNDATION DONORS AND MEMBERS 

$100,000 and above Digital Engraving Cynthia Ainsworth Hon. Lonnie Chin 

Estate of Glenn C. Crooks Eldorado Foundation Bill and Ann Anderson William Clemens 

Christina L. Desser Linda C. Andrews Mrs . Virginia Coleman 
$10,000 to $99,999 

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Ferris Arion Press Elizabeth L. Colton 
City & County of San Francisco Flying Dutchman Parking Eva S. Auchincloss Community Thrift Store 
San Francisco Examiner Company Bank of America Foundation COSTCO 

$5,000 to $9,999 Charles Q. Forester Alvin H. Baum, Jr. David A. Coulter 

Da Vinci Fusion Grants for the Arts: John I. Benet Steven A. Coulter and 

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Kales San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund Mr. and Mrs. Warren H. Berl Greg McIntyre 

Jennifer Morla Design Sally Hambrecht Keith F. Bevan George R. Daley 

Nordstrom Hart/Lee Printing Jan Blaustein Scholes Timothy S. Davidson 

Paula LeDuc Fine Catering Mary Parrish Barbara C. Bottarini Rick De Alba 

Thomas and Eva Fong San Francisco Foundation Edgar Bowers Janice De Mayo and Roger 

Foundation Seagram Americas William Bragman Wittlin 

Olive Gamble Waugh Taste Catering Helene M. Briggs Carlota and Raymond del 

Young & Rubicam Tom Graves Photography Michael Brown Portillo 

John Whitehurst Daniel]. Buckley, M.D. Frank DeRosa 
$1,000 to $4,999 

Charlotte Burchard Thomas P. Devitt $100 to $999 
Anonymous Allen H. Burgi Deborah Doyle and 
Ascot Party Rentals Anonymous 

Nancy and Doug Burrill Mel Whartnaby 
Best Beverage Catering Mr. and Mrs. Ben Abarca 

Mrs. Morris Doyle Gordon B. Chamberlain 
David A. Abercrombie Bloomers Mr. and Mrs. Edward Chang Carol Dumond 
Nancy Achorn Chronicle Books Kaye Chegwidden Mr. and Mrs. James M. Edgar 
Cynthia Ahart Cow Hollow Foundation Chevron Julie Egbert 
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FRIENDS & FOUNDATION DONORS AND MEMBERS 

Eunice Elton 

Ian Epstein and 

Stephanie Abramovich 

John and Carol Field 

Jessena L. Finn 

First California Press 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hunter 

Terry L. Hunyadi 

Kathleen Hynes 

Harold and Lynn Isbell 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Kadish 

Paul Kantus 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Friend Mary H. Keesling 

Friends of the Japanese Collection, Ralph H. Kellogg 

Western Addition , SFPL 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Fromm 

Dr. and Mrs. James Forster 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Frankel 

Wilson W. Franklin 

Robert Freidenberg 

Arlene K. French 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogert Ketcham 

Shannon King 

Arthur J. and Helen R. Kolatch 

Barbara Lambarida 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Cortland K. 

Larned, III 

Douglas J. Fritz Henry Laughlin 

Sheryl Fullerton and Janet Knipe Richard A. Lazarus 

Maria E. Gallo Dr. Richard Lee and 

Jerome and Leah Garchik 

Virginia R. Garcia 

Michael M. Garland and 

Gigi Coe 

Carolyn J. Garnaas 

Maria Geczy, M.D. 

Carol Gerdes 

Gary M. Gielow and 

Tom Shamp 

Sherrill A. Golden 

Henry Galvan Gomez 

Vivian T. Goodwin 

Bienvenido R. Gorospe 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. 

Greenhood 

Richard P. Gross 

Abie Hadjitarkhani 

HA-LO Creative Concepts in 

Marketing 

Karl Gustav Hagstrom 

Dick Hague and Otto Bremerman 

Connie L. Hammond 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Harris 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Hayman 

John and Gigi Hedley 

Ruth Heller-Gross 

Mrs. Tatwina C. Lee 

Robert W. Lemmon 

Jonathan Leong 

Levi Strauss Foundation 

Rose Lewis, M.D. 

Susan E. Little 

Kathleen Long 

Eurania I. Lopez 

John Y. C. Lu 

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Ludwig 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Ludwig 

Lynne Lupkes 

Leslie L. Luttgens 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mack 

Manny C. Manahan 

Mrs. David J. McDaniel 

Mr. and Mrs. Nian T. McEvoy 

Kathleen L. Mcilwain 

Richard McKenzie 

Lucy B. Mejia 

Sonia E. Melara 

Douglas Merrick 

Christine Metz Gennett 

Millennium Restaurant 

Eileen Mills 

John E. Munter 

Hispanic Community Foundation Hideo Muranaka 

Nancy Nebeker Mr. and Mrs. Robert Setrakian 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Negi Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Shapiro 

Network Associates Marylou L. Shockley 

Diantha M. Niles Edna Singleton 

Andrew L. Niven Joanne Slaboch 

Martin Nolan Mr. and Mrs. Don A. Smith 

James D. North Hon . Joseph T. Sneed 

Northern California Grantmakers Neal Sofman 

Francina Nur Soo Yuen Benevolent Association 

Virginia L. Olesen and Tony Speakman 

Barbara Ann Olesen Jacqueline Steiner 

Omni Financial Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stern, Jr. 

Helene H. Oppenheimer Mr. and Mrs. John K. Stewart 

Doris Osenda 

Marie L. Otto 

Kile Ozier 

Peet 's Coffee and Tea 

Elizabeth A. Peiser 

David and Anne Perlman 

James H. Potts 

Nancy Price 

Jeannene Przyblyski and 

Eric Jaye 

Collin P. Quack 

Chris and Sally Radich 

Ramada Plaza Hotel International 

Lydia Ramirez 

Harold Raphael 

Kris Razzeca and Steve Walsh 

Richard and Joan Reinhardt 

Patricia Rhein 

Caitlin Rivers 

Anmarie B. Roache 

Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Rosenberg 

William M. Roth 

I.A. Ruffer 

San Francisco Community 

Television 

San Francisco Federal 

Credit Union 

Deborah and Carlos Santana 

Sally L. Saunders 

James H. Schwabacher 

Sedgwick James, Inc. 

Seitchik, Corwin and Seitchik 

Mr. and Mrs. Prescott Stone 

Priscilla and Angel Stoyanof 

Mrs. Howard Swig 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Sulier 

Sam Thal, M.D. 

Howard Tharsing 

Mr. and Mrs . Nicholas G. Thacher 

The Inn at the Opera 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Thomas 

Jenee L. Todd 

Trader Joe's 

Bruce C. Traficante 

Kathryn G. Traynor 

United Way 

Dr. and Mrs. Harry Weinstein 

Paul Wermer 

Richard White 

Mr. and Mrs. Brayton Wilbur, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs . Milton Wilson, Jr. 

Audrey and Bernard Winn 

Ted Winn 

Saul Wolf 

Carolyn L. Wright 

Kathleen Wydler 

Gar and Hannah Wynne 

Mr. and Mrs . Irvin Yalom 

J. Lawrence Yu 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Zaney 

Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Zegans 

Michael A. Zimmerman 

The Friends & Foundation regrets any omission or errors in this listing. The contributions reflected here were made 
between May 1, 1999 and July 30, 1999. Please call us at (415) 437-4853 to check your donor record or let us know of any errors. • 
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PLEASE ACCEPT OUR APOLOGIES 

The Friends & Foundation is currently combining membership and donor data/Jase information. 
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Thank you .for your patience as we smooth out the wrinkles. 

Friends & Foundation of the San Francisco Public Library 

BOARD 
Co-Chairs 

Tatwina Lee and Joe Rosenthal 

Cynthia Adam 

Gladys Aquino 

Isabel Campoy 

Dale Carlson 

Arthur Coleman, M.D. 

Renee Dorsey Coleman 

Carlota del Portillo, Ed.D. 

Deborah Doyle 

Diane Frankel 

Diane Filippi 

Michael Garland 

Al Greening 

Lance Henderson 

Dwight Horn 

Ex-Officio 

Ellen Huppert 
Willis Kirk 

Carol Kocivar 

Jeff Lewy 

Christine Metz 

Blanche Richardson 

Roy Nonomura 

Charlotte Mailliard Shultz 

Stephanie Stokes 

Marti Sullivan 

James Ross Sutton 

Philip Taylor 

Jean Turk 

Otis Turner 

Steve Coulter, Representative, Library Commission 

Charles A. Higueras, A.I.A .. , President Library Commission 
Jo Ann L Foo, Co-Chair, Advisory Council 

Pat Krevans, Co-Chair, Advisory Council 

Regina Minudri, City Librarian 

Emeritus 
Marjorie Stern 

Mary Louise Stong 

STAFF 

Acting Executive Director 

Charles Q Forester 

Patricia Coyle 
Denise Donovan 

Cathy Feiss 
Karman Estelle Ferrell 

Robert Giannasca 
Eunice Groark 

Steven 1-Ieimerle 
Olivia Howard 

Rod Lowe 
Regina McMahon 

Shina Nomiya 
Cathy Reich 

Byron Spooner 
Paola Muggia Stuff 

Jennifer Tretter 
Janice Winchester 

Newsletter Editor 

Shino Nomiya 

Contributors 

Kate Coyne 
Shina Nomi ya 

Paola Muggia Stuff 
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