
PORTOLA PROGRESS 
MAY 1999. Published by St. Elizabeth's San Francisco Organising Project (ST.E./SFOP), one 
of 48 Local Organizing Committees (LOC's) in congregations and schools in 14 San Francisco 
neighborhoods, representing 40,000 families. SFOP is a faith-based organization. We believe 
that by putting our faith and values into action in the public arena, we can improve the quality of life 
for all San Francisco families. 

WHO ARE WE? ..... St. Elizabeth's SFOP is a 
group of uolunteer community leaders who 
are in constant contact with their friends, 
neighbors and fellow community members in 
an ongoing effort to identify the needs 
of the community. Then we "research" to 
understand the problems and moue our 
concerns to ACTION, where we propose 
solutions to the decision-makers who haue 
the power to make changes. We welcome all 
to come participate. 

WE MEET ....... regularly oh the THIRD 
WEDNESDAY of the month at CANTWELL HALL. 
Come and uoice your concerns and work with 
your friends and neighbors to achieue 
solutions. 
WE MEET NEHT . ........... 1 PM MAY 19 

in ROOM 1 CANTWELL HALL 

PORTOLA MERCHANTS ASSN MEETS .... 
MAY 25 at 6PM and MAY 26 at 9RM 

PLACES TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Bring you concerns. Yolanda Harris, Mayor's 
Office of Neighborhood Services, will help 
merchants to organize to work together to 
obtain auailable city seruices and improue 
their businesses and the business strip. 
I nuited guests are Hala Hijazi, special 
assistant to Mayor Brown; Captain Roth and 
a representatiue from DPT. 

MEET CAPT. RON ROTH. BAYUIEW STATION 
A natiue of SF, educated in public schools, he 
knows the city well hauing serued in half the 
police stations. He has eHpertise in SWAT, 
gangs and hate crimes. He has been at Bay
uiew for siH months and is enjoying working 
with the people and the community groups. 

MAJOR CR I ME IS OOWN ...... Compared with 
last year major crime for March is down 
32.9% for Bayuiew Station, down 16.9% for 
the whole city. In the first 3 months of '99 
compared to a year ago major crime is down 
22.76% for Bayuiew and 14.42% for the city. 
Captain Roth is focussing his officers on 

quality of life crimes. They will not be 
tolerated. Often those committing those 
lesser offenses are the ones also doing major 
crime. The Captain credits COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE - calling to report anything 
suspicious - with helping to keep crime 
down. Uiew SF crime statistics at 
www. ci.sf .ca.us/police 

PI CO CALIF ORN I A PROJECT. ........ Working 
with our sister organizations across the 
state, SFOP is creating a uision: San Francisco 
IS a city where ALL working families haue 
health care. We will come together for 
RCTI ON on MAY 26, 1999, 7PM. at Epiphany 
Church to present this uision to our inuited 
guests - Gouernor Gray Dauis, State Senators 
John Burton and Jackie Speier, Assembly
persons Keuin Shelley and Carole Migden, and 
Mayor Willie Brown. If this is a uision you 
belieue in, please attend. Rt this ACTION we 
will also call upon our Superuisors to commit 
city funding to homework centers. Call 
995-9898 for more information. 

SCHOOL SAFETY ........ Two of OUR SFOP youth 
leaders were inuited to meet with Gouernor 
Dauis last week regarding the recent 
Colorado shootings. Andrea Lombardo and 
Molly Sulliuan are to be congratulated on the 
important meeting and we thank them for 
representing you. 

GREAT SWEEP ......... 9AM to NOON.MAY 15 
Mayors Brown of San Francisco and Oakland 

haue entered their cities in a contest for two 
prized trophies for the cleanest and for the 
greenest. San Franciscans and Oaklanders 
will sweep their streets and "green" their 
parks, creeks and gardens. Come to the 
Portola Library to join a crew or join with 
some neighbors to clean your own street. 
Help San Francisco win. We will win a cleaner, 
greener neighborhood. Call Chris Ortiz for 
details at 468-4386. 
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