
Got a Leaky Pipe? Library 
Lends More Than o ks 
Borrow a tool 
along with that 
how-to manual 

By Ray Delgado 
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T he cost of living in an Francis­
co can be so expensive that 
ometimes a new homeowner 

or renter can't even think of fixing 
up the new place until he or he 
saves enough money to afford the 

tool. 
COMMUNITY But it doe n't 

have to be that 
way, thanks to 

the new tool-lending program creat­
ed by the an ranci co Public Li­
brary and the an ranci co League 
of Urban ardeners, which opened 
thi week. 

•rom hammer to ho s to sub­
mer ible pumps, just about any item 
an ambitious taskmaster could ne d 
i available at the an ranci co 
Tool Lending Center, 2713 an 
Bruno ve., in the Portola District. 

"People houldn't have to in e t 
in a tool that they might only need 
once," said manda Thoma , the 
project manager. 'We're hoping 
omeone can come here and get a 

drain snake and unclog their toilet 
them elve ." 

odeled after a succe ful 21-
year-old program in Berke~y (Oak­
land b gan one a year ago), the 
center works in the same manner as 
the library does with its books. 
patron who lives in or own property 
in an Franci co fill out an applica­
tion for a tool center card and 
checks out a tool for a pecified 
number of days. There are modest 
late fee , but they are higher for the 
most expen ive tools - as much as 

15 per day. 
The Tool Lending Center bills 

it elf as a one- top supply shop for 
almost any home repair, remodel­
ing or gardening project. d unlike 
ome hardware tores, a novice can 

spend hour at the center urfing 
project-sp cific Web ite , watching 
how-to video , perusing a wealth of 
reference books or getting advice 
from a home-repair speciali t on­
hand to answer question . 

The cent r also plans to hold a 
variety of "Home lmprovement"­
style classe and workshops in a 
small room next to the tool storage 
room. 

Before the center opened, a 
steady tream of future patrons 

Amanda Thomas (right) and Thomas Hobby load the shelves for the new San 
Francisco Tool Lending Center on San Bruno Avenue. 

stopped in to inquire about the pro­
gram, and a few experts even offered 
to help teach classes. 

Portola Di trict re ident Ray Boz­
zini, 79, stopped at the center the 
week before it opened to inqwre 
about the program and said he 
~ ould probably u e it for the electri­
cal work, plumbing project and gar­
dening that he doe at home. 

"I wanted to e , hat they ha e 
available," Bozzini said. "I have a lot 
of tool of my own, but certain 
tool , I may need." 

Bwlding the tool center wa a 
relative bargain, co ting 350,000 
for one year of operation, which 
include the co t to lease the build­
ing, remodel it, stock it with new 
tool and equipment and pay the 
saJarie of the taff, said library 
spokeswoman arcia chneider. 

The tough part will be etting the 
word out about it existence, but 
once people di cover the center and 
word spreads, there hould be a 
teady tream of visitor , chneider 

said. 
' e're seeing that thi is going to 

fill a really big need, e pecially 
among apartment dwellers or peo­
ple who don't have the pace or 
re ources to own a lot of home-re­
pair equipment," he said. "Hope­
fully, in the long run, we'll have 
played a mall part in making an 
Franci co a more beautiful place." 

Dine-In, 
Tak UI 

The inventory of more than 1,000 
tools was built after carefully re­
searching the Berkele Tool Cen­
ter's upplie and the popularity of 
the different tools. Thus, there 
might be a handful of ha mer , 
saw and caulking gun , but only 
one, say, peciaJiz d wrench used 
for instaJling chain link fcnc . Be­
fore going to the c nter, borr v ers 
can check the\ eb ite to mak sure 
the tool they need i a ailable. 

You're not likely to be ped 
or fo t if you have a difficult rob­
lem, either. The center' resident 
tool spcciali t, Thomas Wayne Hob­
by, has pent a lifetime a a handy­
man, doing roofing, plumbing, dry­
wall installation and electrical ork, 
among other projects. 

"I've been around nough on­
struction site that I know a littl bit 
of all that stuff," Hobby said. "All my 
life, I've b en involved in con c­
tion. I like it." 

ore important) , Hobby is 
ready to share hi knowledge nd 
hopes to create a city filled ·th 
handymen and women. 

"It' going to be succe ful, d fi­
nitely," Hobby said. "People are al­
way going to need to repair th ir 
hou s and do their gardens." 

E-mail Ray Delgado at 
rdelgado@ fchronicle.com. 
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Amanda Thomas 
and Thomas Hobby, 
right, bring in tools 
for San Francisco's 
new lending library. 

Hobby sorts through 
the array of 

tools, below, 
available to help 

do-it-yourselfers to 
make home repairs. 
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