
PARKSIDE BRANCH PROFILE 

The dedication ceremonies for Parkside Branch were h eld on 

Jur1e cost $162,171.47 to open the branch with a 

collection of 13 1 805 vo~umes; a total o r 5 1 770 square feet and a 

public service area of 4 1 270 square feet . Lawrence Halprin did cne 

~anascape , '' ' arcniceccure . The population area served was 35,000 . 
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At tl-1at 
.. cirne Parkside was open 68 hours and 6 

days per Y1eek . 

In 1988 budget cuts led to a reduction in public service hours 

and cne , . 
rep1-acemenc of the second aaui c hour librarian position 40 

with a 20 hour 3610 library assistant . That position was l ost aue 

to further budget . ' -... - ................ Parkside is ' ., ......... cues in May i~~~ - currenc..1y open ~i 

11.ours a week and is staffed by a 

.- ., ., ' ' ru1..1.. c irne , '., ., ' c11.11..a.re11.: s libraria11.; a 

assistar1t and 4 part-time pages 

week. 
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Branch Manager, a 

library ' , ' ., c.ecnnica1-

, , ' ' ., of 42 hours a V-lilO WOrJc:: a LOLa..l 

toddler pre- scl1.ool 

stor:y·times 1 moncn1..y ri1-m programs: craft programs: faraily . , ' 11.ignc 

prograins arid a summer reading p r ogram . In FY 1 992/93 3: 353 

children attended these programs ana. 
. . , 
Juven11..e circulation was 32% 



of the t o tal c irculation a In July 1992 the children!s section at 

Parkside mo,1ed to \41nac v-1a s furine Lly a readir1g roorn . This maae .. 
lL 

. , , 
p oSSl.D i_ e for more par ents and children to . . , acce11.a c11ildren ' s 

prog rams ana thereby inc r eased the programming oLctLioLics . 

Dt1rin g rer1ova_ti on o f Sunse t Branc h c irct1latio11. 

increased drama t i cally . No v ember 1992 circulation \A1as 8223, up 22% 

fron1 cn.e previ o u s year . July' s 1992 c i rculat i on \Alas 11 1 136 

almost as much a s it was i n July 1951 (1 3 ,100) when the b r anch was 

open 41 mor e hours per week. Despite a 60% cut in public serv i c e 

hours and maj or staff ing cuts s ince its 1 9 5 1 opening, Parkside is 

dealing with a circulat i on that has dropped by only 15% . 

Parkside ' s circulation r o r FY 92 - 93 was 1 09, 760 r~n~~ n~ it 

s eventh among bra_ncl1.es i11. circula_tion a 27 ; 209 refer enc e 

questions and 23, 774 d irectional questions were answerea . -- __ ,. 
b::) 1 1. ii± 

items were used in house . Collection turnover rate i s 3 . 5 and 

circul ation pe r . . capica l S 6 . 85 . Parkside railKS in patror1 use 

per hour with an a v erage 8 0 patror1s entering the branch each 

hour. 

·1·11.e book collect i on cornprises over 31, 000 v o .1utnes . The 

childr en ! s collection has excellent picture s t ory and non-f iction 

collectio11.s botl1. of wl1.i c l1. are l1sed extensi ,.relyT . The Cl1.ir1ese 

language materials include sev e rai_ magazines, a daily newspaper 1 

and a ., ., ' . 
COi_J.eccion or popular paperbacks . They are constar1tly l i l 

use . 40% of the popul ation served is Asian and cnac of the 

colle ction ne eds to b e expande d a Parkside serves a neighborhood o f 

predomi nat ely white, middle - income ,- . ., . 
rami-1..ies . ,- A ...... n ,-

b . 4 .5 ~ QI: 
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are reg istered as seniors, ranking third behind Gol den Gate Valley 



and Merced i n use by t hat a ge g roup. Parks i de is also wheel-chai r 

accessible. The 1\11'-""'T 
l''lCl\i coll e ctior1 is heavily used as are the fiction 

and mystery sections . There is also an intense amount o f reserv e 

activity f or best sellers . 

A large number of young adults from Lin coln Hi gh use the 

,_ ______ ,_ -. ~+- ..-..-_.-
.UL ciilCii aL l-C.L school as do children from Hoover and Cecilia's 

grammar schools . The young adult paperback col lection circul ates 

heavi ly . More copies of classic fiction titles are needed and the 

600's; 900's and 330's are frequently used and need to be updated 

as ofter1 as tl1.e bl1dget perrni ts. The Parkside collectioI1 t::iiif)l1ctnizes 

popular readi n g of a wide vctr~~Ly . 

The dedication ceremonies for Parkside Branch were held on 

June 21, 1951 . It cost $162,171 . 47 to op en the branch with a 

collection of 13, 805 "\TOlUITiES , a total 5 , 770 s~uare f eet and a 

public service area of 4 ,2 70 square feet . Lawrence Halprin d id t h e 

landscape architecture . The population area serv ed was 35,000 . 

The opening month circulation was 13,100, double that of the 

previous year when library services were located at a storefront a 

few blocks away . At that time Park side was open 68 hours and 6 

days per week . 

I n 1 988 budget cuts led to a reduction in public service hours 

and the replacement o f the second adult 40 hour librarian position 

with a 20 hour 3610 library assistant . That posit i on was lost due 

to further budget cuts in May 1993 . Parkside is currently open 27 



hours a week and is staffed by a full time 3632 Branch Manager, a 

full time children!s librarian , a tirne 3616 library technical 

ctbb~bLctDL and 4 part-time pages who work a total of 42 hours a 

week . 

The branch off ers weekly toddler laps i ts, pre-school 

storytirnes , rnor1tt1ly f ilrn !?LugLctiiu::> , craft !:JL o~rctiii~, f arnily nigl1.t 

programs and a summer reading program . In FY 3,353 

chi ldren attended these programs and juvenile circulation was 32% 

of the total circulation . In July 1 992 the children!s section at 

Parkside moved to what was formerly a reading room. This rnade it 

possible f or more parents and chi l dren to attend children!s 

programs and thereby i ncreased the programming bLctL~bL ~ co . 

During the renova~ion of Sunset Branch the circulat i on 

increased dramatically. November 1992 circulation was 8223, up 22% 

from the previous year . July ! s 1992 ci r culation was 11,136 

almost as much as it was in July 1951 (13,100) when the branch was 

open 41 more hours per week . Despite a 60% cut in public service 

hours and major staffing cuts since its 1951 opening, Parkside is 

dealing with a circulat i on t hat has dropped by only 15% . 

Parkside!s circulation for FY 92-93 was 109, 760 ranking it 

seventh a rnong the branches in circulation . 27,209 reference 

questions and 23,774 directional questions were answered. 65,174 

items were used in house. Col lec t ion t urnover rate is 3.5 and 

circulation per capita is 6 . 85 . Parkside ranks sixth in patron use 

per hour with an average of 80 patrons entering the branch each 

hour. 

The book collection comprises over 31, 000 v olumes . The 



children ' s collection has excellent picture story and non-fiction 

collections both of which are used extensively . The Chinese 

language materials include ::;eveLa.l Ltta.':::ja.z;.i11es , a daily newspaper, 

and a collect ion of popular paperbacks . They are constantly in 

use . 40% of the popul ation served is Asian and that part of the 

collection needs to be expanded . Parkside serves a neighborhood o f 
-

predominately white, middle-income families. 6.43% of the patrons 

are reg istered as seniors, ranking third behind Golden Gate Valley 

and Merced in use by that age group . Parkside is also wheel- chair 

accessible . The McN collection i s heavily used as are the fiction 

and rr~stery sections. There also an intense amount of reserve 

activi ty for best sellers . 

A large number o f young adul ts from Lincoln High use the 

branch after school as do children from Hoover and St. Cecilia's 

grammar schools. The young adult paperback collection circulates 

heavi ly . More copies o f classic fiction titles are needed and the 

600's, 900's and 330's are frequently used and need to be u~dctLeu 

as often as the budget perrnits . The Parkside collection emphasizes 

popular reading of a wide va.L.iety. 
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