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Gre~ning Up Golden 9,ate P¥k 
Brown hails plan to • ••• • ••• • ·:,. 

renovate seedy corner 

stage would provide a 
• venue for puppet sho 

and other performanc 

The park would include a free~tyle 
court, slalom run and bowls. • 

Source: Tito Patri & Associates 

By Alex Barnum 
Chronicle Slq/J Wrller 

Mayor Willie Brown's 
stale of the city ad
dress reflects an Inter

est in the city's parks and open 
spaces that has not been seen in 
City Hall since Dianne Fein
stein was may~r in the 1980s. 

In a wide-ranging speech 
Tuesday, Brown floated a vari
ety of proposals for rejuvenat
ing city parks, the centerpiece 
of which Is a plan to use private 
funds to reclaim a section of 
Golden Gale Park overrun by 
the homeless and transform it 
into a children's playground . . 

"Nol too many other may
ors have addressed parks at all · 
in their state of the city ad
dress, so I'm really pleased," .. 

said Isabel Wade, executive di 
rector of the Neighborhood 
Parks Council. "People . have 
had enough of their parks 
falling into decline." 

Al the 
same . time, INSIDE 
Brown en- ■ The idea to 
dorsed the 
M.H. de 
,Young Memo
rial Museum's 
move from its 
earthquake
damage d 
home in Gold 
en Gate Park 
to a down
town location 

create a 
transportation 
superagency wins 
praise. 
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■ The poor find 
problems with the 
mayor's plans for 
welfare reform. 
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to attract more visitors and 
earn more money. • • 

Park advocates have fought 
the move, fearing tha.t it will re-

convert to • 
In the winter, 
e would 
ectalors. 

II-lit and lined 
tanya11 Street, 
e. 

Adjacent lo a picnic area would be a new 
playground with shapes of animals and storybook 
characters for youno children to play on. 
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Detail 

JOHN BLA NCHARD/ The Chronicle 

duce visitation to Golden Gate 
Park. But they said yesterday 
that they were intrigued with 
the mayor's proposal to re
pla,.e It with a museum of city 
lustory, saying the Idea re
flect'> the kind of creative 
thinking needed to fix park 
problems. 

As documented in a series 
of articles in The Chronicle In 
July, Golden Gate Park has • 
been In decline i;lnce the late 
1970s, when the parks became 
an easy target for budget cut
ting in the aftermath of the 
tax-slashing frenzy spurred 
by Proposition 13. 

Even Feinstein, who so 
loved the park that she would 
assign aides to repair individ
ual flower beds, could not re-
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"PeofJle 
have had 
enough of 
theirfJarks 

falling 
in.to 

decline." 
!SABEL WAD E 

Director of the 
Neighborhood Parks 

Council 
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PLAM: Restoration in. Golden Gate Park 
From Page Al7 At the sou.them end would be a 

skatebo~rd and roller-skate park, 
sist the budget-cutting onslaught. complete with bowls and curving 
And today the park continues to tracks so that, as Brown said, 
suffer from natural disasters, old skaters "can kill themselves if they 
age and financial neglect. choose." 

In recent months, however, In the middle, Alvord Lake 
Brown has spoken forcefully would get an amphitheater for 
about using private fonding to puppet shows, mimes and other 
help fix park problems. And in un' performances. Nearby would be a . 
veiling a new plan for Golden Gate kids' playground • with shapes of 
Park's southeastern end, the city is animals and storybook characters 
taking on an area that has become for younger children to play on. · 
symbolic of many of those prob- · Along Stanyan Street would be 
lems. a broad pedestrian . promenade. 

The Alvord Lake area, fronting Parts of the area, if not all of It, . 
on Stanyan and Waller streets, is a would be closed off at night to pre
gateway to other sections of the vent homeless people from mov
park. Yet the homeless and drug Ing In, said Donna Ernston, execu
uscrs so dominate the arcn thnt live director of J?riends of llccrc
many parents and other park vlsl- nllon and Park, which helped de-
tors are often afraid to use it. velop the plan. 
' Under the concept developed · "We were really thrilled to 

by Joel Robinson, the city's recre- ., 
ation and park manager, the area 
would be transformed into a 
haven for family recreation, a 
place where people would roller-
skate in the summer and ice-skate 
in the winter and kids would clam-
ber over statues. 

In the northern section, the 
plan calls for an in-line skating 
rink that could be converted into 
ice-skating in the winter. The area 
is designed to replace the ad hoc 
skating scene on John F. Kennedy 
Drive and would include terraced 
seating for spectators and a family 
picnic area. 

hear that (Mayor Brown) had en
dorsed the ideas for the new east 
end," said Ernston, whose organi
zation is midway through a highly 
praised restoration of the park's 
western end. "It's going to rnake a 
huge difference for the way the 
park serves people." 

Brown said the $2.5 mllllon pro
ject will be privately funded, and 
the city already has received a 
commitment of . $500,000. "We're 
already a long ways down the 
road," Brown said. The mayor did 
not identify the source of the 
$500,000. 

• "It's a fantastic idea, and it can 
be done by drawing on private 
funding," said Supervisor Susan · 
Leal. "There nre foundations and 
corpornUons In town just dying lo 
be asked" to parllclpntc. 
Chrnnlr.le staJJ mrltr.r Cnrla Marinucci 

.. contributed to this report. 
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