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‘Antennas

PLANNING COMMISSION

Opposition says
panel ignored

health issues

BY BILL EISELE
~ Despite a groundswell of resi-

o N .'

get city’s

enhancedcellular—phoneservnce.
Duringahighlyemotional, five-
hour hearing, dozens of neigh-

. borhood activists from across the
“city claimed there was insuffi-

dent protest, cellular-phone '

transceiver stations were ap-
proved for seven neighborhood
sites by the city’s Planning Com-
mission last week,

At least six antennas and two
refrigerator-size base transceiv-
ers will be located at each site —
on rooftops in neighborhood
commercial districts—as the first
stage of Pacific Bell’s plans to

~install transmitters citywide for
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cient evidence that radiation
from the antennas was safe for
human exposure.

Various cellular-phone compa-
nies will install hundreds of an-
tennas throughout the city by
year’'s end without sufficient
regulation by city planners, resi-
dents say, adding that they will
most likely appeal the
commission’s decision to the

' Board of Supervisors.

“I'm not against technology,
butwedonotwant tobe trampled
byindustry,” said Sunset resident
Philip Carleton.

“Rooftop real estate is the next -

frontier of land use,” said Cow

approval

Hollow resident Lori Brooke. “The
degradation of our skyline and
rooftops with this clutter will
have long-term, detrimental ef-
fects.”
Residents expressed fear that
radiation exposure could cause
" cancer, along with concern that
transmission waves from the an-
tennas would disrupt hearing
aids and 911 emergency commu-
nication systems.

Residents are alleging that
Mayor Willie Brown dictated the
commission’s decision in an ef-
fort to appease Pacific Bell and
the business community. Com-
missioners appeared visibly torn
on the issue before voting in fa-
vor of. the cellular-phone
company's application.

Aspokesman for the mayorsaid
yesterday that he could not re-
spond to residents’ concerns but
noted that the mayor was aware
of the issue before the City Plan-
1w ning Department ;

‘The cottimission voted 5—1 to ]
appro tenna sites.at Haight .
i dCo“ie"ﬁﬁ‘eéts GearyBoulevard
Wnn'd ‘36th"Avenue, Geary. near

. Masonii¢] AVenue. Lombard Street

" at Van Ness Avenue, Lombard.at -

Divisadero Street, Pottola Drive .

‘near ‘Teresita Boulevard, and

Market Street near 16th’Street.

'Commissioner Esther Marks dis-
k sented,’and commission presi-

dentSusan Lowenbergabstained
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The commission’s vote to ap-
prove the cellular-phone equip- |
ment was “an insult” to residents

I.ack of master plan :
Noting that the city had msum-
“cient, long-term guidelines for the:-

who have spent the last several:z#installation of antennas through- -

monthslobbyingfor furtperhe;ﬂ;lt?

studies on the transmitters, sai

g

‘'m not agailis"t_mchnolhgy,' but
we do not want to be trampled
~ by industry.’

local attorney Sue Hestor.

“They [the commissioners] did
notdeal with planning issues, and
theypunted on health issues,” said
Hestor.

— Philip Carleton resuient

oversaw the hearing — said, “I
would have preferred to be ahead
of the curve ... but for reasons be-
yond anyofourcontrol, thishasn’t
happened.”

out the neighborhoods, Commis-

C1ty grants approval

C1ty oﬁicxals were under dead-

“line to vote on Pac Bell's apphca-

tions forantennasites, whlch have
been delayed for rnonths sald

: _Chmchﬂla.

Radiation levels from theanten-

- nas are well within safety stan-

dards approved by the city’s Public
Health Department, Chinchilla
said.

“We are called upon at times to
make decisions based upon what
we know,” he said. .

Comumissioners called on the
staff of the City Planning Depart-
ment to put togetheramaster plan
that would address the environ-
mental implications of future in-
stallations of cellular-phoneequip-
ment.

“I hope in that plan that we con-
sider all things discussed here by
the public,” said Chinchilla.
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