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The Sunset Branch Library. 

Character. 

Branch Library in San Francisco is Italian in 

The building haa two street facades which are raced 

with matt glazed terracotta with ornamental frieze.terracotta 

cornice with modilliona and red tile roof. The frieze contains 

an inscriptiort giving the name of the branch, while tablets ~elow 

the Reading Room window giTe names of authors. A flight or nine 

steps in terrasso leads up to the main entrance which 11 reached 

through a loggia on the long facade or the building. 

hae terra ootta columns and ornamented arches.· 

The loggia 

The entrance doors lead through a Teatibule directly into 

the Main Reading Room whioh baa its deliTery desk 1·n the centre. 

Aroµnd the entire rOCl!I! are open book ahelTee ? 1-0" high giTing 

apace tor approximatel7 10 .ooo Tolum••. 'all ,direotly ~ca,.ea■1ble to·, 1,.:. . . 
~ ~ ·~\ . ',1 . ·s. ·.,.-"' .•,,.L,_" · . J .•' • ~ ~-.-. ., ;r_ • • 1~_, -.· /~!-~· _ ... , :.; ·i ~~,-~.?-,:"?>.i,~--e~ i <t<_"; .' :,_.~~~.:~~,f;;:,..;./\ .. ,,.~~:,,< ~ . 

the 4-eadere;-- ·' The ,•*oom 1,· '' ' •.0" :lie ?o• ~o• .;i~AJ.•• -·~th· mf .a~erage .:•: •. ·~ f ·/ 
t .. . ... • ... ..,: • • •. • "! - • ,i - • 

ceiling height ot 11•-o• • . :_j ~h• iDl.11 '.aboTe the bookoaeei "and the 

celling are plaiter. The ceiling .ie ornamented in color, the ownt~ - · 

having a diffusing sash under a large skylight. The windows are 
--- ·-large and circular headed. 

From the rear of the Reading Room, doors lead to the JuTenile 

Room which is 24'-0" x 32'-0" in size with book shelves same as in 

the Reading Room. simple plaster cornice and dif f using aaeh. This 

room is separated from the Reading Roan by a glazed scre,en. Stairs 

also lead from the Reading Room to the basement which contains at­

tendants' Rest Room with adjoining small kitchen and Toilet; Men'• 

and Women's toilet ■; Store. Bindery and Boiler Roome: and a Story 

Hour and Lecture Room which can be reached directly from one or the 

atreeta aa well ae trom the first floor. 



Ib,! Supaet Branch !4brary. 

The atructure of the building ia entirely of concrete except 

the roof traming which has ·concrete truaaes and girders but wood · -

The walls are of brick faced on the two street sides with 

terracotta and the balance cemented. All part i ti one are ot wood . 

studs and lath •. The floors are or cement. finish except the Veati-

bule which ia marble mosaic. Th~ principal rooms •~11 have linoleum. 

The heating is a low preeaure oil burning gravity system With , 
. •. • . -. • . .. . -i 

direct radiatore. The radiatore in the Reading Roca are contained 

in receaaea in the bookcaaea ·and proTided with grill,tacea. , • 

The electric lighting ia all di~eot. Eight ~a,r~ fixture■ 

will be suspended trom point•· in the ceiling design . ot the: lf~n,• ... 

' _ Reading Room. On the exterior ot the building ~111 be three orna-
, ' 

ment~l light atandar~• each provided with a 500 wait ·. iaa~ , and :~e-
. ~ ~ • : . ~ ._~.-: -·~~: .. -~):~J: ~- • .• _· .. ·~ ~ : : • • );_tt-'J;;~··.,,~ '~ ~ ~- .. ~:;. j~J;~~l,~/ 1t.1 J<f;, ~ ... 

, .. · i 1~,,t.!r, , t~,~~:..~.~• ~rpo,ee ~~ -t ~,~.~intt ,~, ! ~~ri~:r~~o~•.,~~• b~1~~f~;'.w1~ ~·~,··:,: 
~:~ :. ._J--, ,/ \~ .. ~~~./ ... -:>>· ~.:;\:_~:(•!;~~~~-;0·-•( •• ,: } . t·~ - , t • ~·:~i:.:.~~~-'~l <, _. L. ' t-.• { t ·1, ~ t:· .-~:~ .; .• ~ . ~~ -! '.~~ ;~:~1~\ . ~·;· -~1'.1;l}~:-~;~:tt~¥ ~ /:-1~~~\: I 

ltl'•otrle 11 Shi' .. - .. • ",· ..,,. o-t • " , '• • • • • • "'· • • ., ·~ • , • .;, • \. r ~ • __.,,. ~. .. "/," - - f'! 
.,. ," .. '. '. , •• • :._ .,-·-·•." ,.' :· .• • · , . '. :. ·::~ ";'.,<_ > ~:~:,.::~->: .. ·:,. ,f ~,,.\J~t~. :: .. ,··\:~:t:;~~{~:. :~ , < '. 

,. The total coat ot the bui~d1ng, com.pletel1' eq~ippecl • will .~b_•·:·: -~ • 

approximately $44,000. 

o. Albert Laneburgh·, Architect. 

V.arch 7th, 1917. 



" 

::. . .. -~ 
., ~ ~ 

: ' • . , . , .. . 

THE ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER 

INTERIOR. SVNSF.T c.rnNEGTE UBRARY. s .~N FR.~NCISCO 
G. A/but Lanshurl/lt , Ar,·hittrl 

The Sunset Branch Library, San Francisco 

THE Sunset Branch Library in San Francisco is Italian in character. 
The building ha!I two street facades which arc faced with matt glazed 
terra cotta with ornamental frieze, terra cotta. cornice with modillions, 

and red tile roof. The frieze contains an inscription g-iving the name of the 
branch, while tablets below the reading room windows give names of 
authors. A Aight of nine steps in terrazzo leads up to the main entrance 
which is reached through a loggia on the long facade of the building. The 
loggia has terracotta columns and ornamental arches. 

The entrance doors lead through a vestibule into the main reading room 
and directly toward the deli'lcry ctesk. Around the entire room are open 
book shelves 7 feet high, giving space for approximately 10,CXX) volumes, 
all directly accessible to the readers. The room is 44xi9 feet in size with an 
average ceiling height of 19 feet. The walls above the book cases and the 
ceiling are plaster. The ceiling is ornamented in color. The windows are 
large and circular headed. • 

From the rear of the reading room, doors lead to the juvenile room, 
which is 24x32 feet in size, with book shelves same as in the reading room. 
simple plaster cornice and diffusing sash. This room is separated from the 
readinij room by a glazed screen. Stairs lead from the reading room to the 
basement, which contains attendants' rest room with adjoining small kitchen 
and toilet; mc:n 's anrl women's toilets: store, bindery and boiler rooms; anrl 
a story hour and lecture room which can he reacherl directly from one of the 
streets as well as from the first floor. 

The strncture of the building is entirely of concrete except that the 
roof framing, which has concrete trusses and girders, has wood rafters. 
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The walls are of brick faced on the two street sides with terra cotta and the 
balance cemented. All partitions are of wood studs and lath. The floors 
are cement finished except the vestibule, which is marble mosaic. The 
principal rooms have linoleum. 

The heating is a low pressure oil burning gravity system with direct 
radiators. The radiators in the reading room are contained in recesses in 
the book cases and provided with grille faces. 

The electric lighting is all direct. Eight large fixtures are suspended 
from points in the ceiling design of the main reading room . On the exterior 
of the building arc three ornamental light standards. each provided with a 

• 500-watt lamp and reflector, for tl'le purpose of flooding the exterior of the 
building with electric light. 

The building was designed by ~fr. G. Albert Lanshurgh of San Fran­
cisco and cost, completely equippc<l, approximately $44.<XXJ. 

* * * 
Streamhne Buildings Next? 

THE movement of the present day toward elimination of waste in 
building design--or, better said, the prevention of waste in planning 
and construction-follows the same tendencv that is to be noted as 

the outcome of conditions in the past. \\' ars or· other forces have called 
upon man for sacrifices which led ultimately to a mental exertion that 
produced great economies combine<! with greater efficiency. 

"Befo' th' wah .. between the North and South, in the olden golden 
gracious and !lpacious days, everything was free and easy, liberal and 
hospitable. After that war, things tightened up; and the buildings today 
are no more like those of the clays of graciousness and spaciousness than 
buildings of the coming decades will he like those that were built in the 
last decade, in the matter of method, manner, quantities, hulk or detail. 
l're,·ention of waste-that is, consistent pract.ice of the principle-should 
ultimately lead to undreamt of changes in forms of architectural design. 
Like all efforts to produce maximum effectiveness at minimum expendi­
tmc, this should in turn lead to the production of an art transcen<ling all 
previous architect11ral efforts insofar as sheer cleanliness of line, perfect 
adaptation of means to end, and logical development of the problem, is 
concerned. 

The streamline building is the next outcome !-B11ilding ReYiew, New 
Orleans. 

* 
* 

* 
Appeal to Architects for Y. M. C. A. Workers 

An appeal has been made to the American Institute of Architects to lend 
assistance in recruiting seven hundre<l Y. M. C. A. secretaries for service in 
France and rtaly. The work being done by the Y. M. C. A. with the Ameri­
can army in France has made such a favorable impression on the French 
and Italian militarv authorities that France has asked for 500 secretaries 
and Italy for 200 secretaries. Men of executive ability from 31 to 50 years 
of age who speak French or Italian, are desired ; preferably men who 
learned the languages in France or Italy. Many architects, draftsmen and 
artists have studied abroad, especially in France and Italy, and speak one 
or both languages. Such men. if possessed of unwavering enthusiasm, can 
do splendid service with the allied armies in these countries. Mr. Henry F. 
\\"ithey, secretary of the Southern California Chapter of the American 
l nstitute of Architects, 621 Exchange building, Los Angeles, has been asked 
to furnish the names of persons willing- to undertake the Y. M. C. A. work 
in France or Italy to the secretary of the Institute. 
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Co nc ret e ( incl., ste1) s) 

Bric bvor 3{ 

T. C. Ashlar 

T . C. Ro of ( set) 

T. C. sett ing 

Tile parti tions 

Skylights e (copp er . cu t t er, 
cornice, fla sh i ngs & f al s e 
raft ers ) 

Pla s ter f ext. cement) 

Carp ent ry & Nill Work 

, 
~ 

Electri c· ( no fur t ur es J 

Heat i n:; 

Ro o:.'.' i D::::: 

= ardwaT e 

v:::.. ~.;roJ.i te 

Sav e . . . 

240 .00 

6500 . oo 

4 600 . 00 

780 0 . 0 0 

1200 . 00 

3 00 .00 

800 .00 

7 5 0 . 00 

3150.00 

2100.00 
3000.00 

July 21. st . 1916. 

Est i.1:lat ed 

Hock 

Gl a ddint; Uc Bean (n o color) 

" 

Rock 

(red) a.dd $ 45 5 . for green 
tops) 

Fer der er =or Ar mco ga.lv.iron • 
( if co !)p er gut t er $1044.-) . . 

Wil oon 

Lyd.en & Bick el 

Heduced f'rom Cal. , Mill . 
'l00.00 . Fuller ( $415.- .i _~ -Sheet>~xce,lt 
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·210 .oo • ·' ... v erinont ( ve·stt.bule r sila:iJ , toi-1~et 
• :part -~J ,a,dd $490. :ibr •~ a3\m ..:' 

marble e::irt er ior steps. - • 

650.00 

2200 .00 

9 00 . 00 

240 . 0 0 

2 50 .oo 

3 40 . JO 

250 . 0 0 

'37080 .oo 
2000 ., 00 

~ 35080 . oo 
b 

Hboon 

Hal e y · ( st eam) $ 2800 .- fan 

::?ara ffi ne (no cou nt e:rfl .s. 0 h ing ) 

J oos t J3ro s . 

Vi troli t -3 Co. 

Patt er s on 

Omi tt i rg ashl er & 91b st i tuting 
brick . 
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