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THE BAYSHORE 

PORTOLA• EXCELSIOR• VISITACION VALLEY 
CROCKER-AMAZON • BAYVIEW-HUNTERS POINT 

M l::NTION PORTOLA. EXCELS IOR . Visitation Va ll ey, 
Crocker-Amazon. or Ba yv iew to some San 

Franciscans and a ll you ' ll grt is a bla nk stare and 
ma ybe, " Oh , th a t' s somewhere near Da ly City. isn ' t 
it?" They might h ave h eard o f Hunl e rs Point, 
identifying it wi1h either th e shipya rds of World \i\ar 
II or the rio1s o f the 1960s, bul they a lmost ceri a inl y 
won 't know the 1erm " Bays hore," which the City 
Planning Depa rtmcn1 uses to refer co llecti vely 10 
most of these neig hbo rh oods. 

The Bayshore is one of I hose areas that a lo t of 
pcoplc go through but not to. Two major freeways. 
280 and IOI , ca rry motori sts throu gh 1he Rayshore 
so111h 10 1hr a irport. the Cow P;-ilace exhibition ha ll , 
o r a Giants game a l Candlestick Pa rk . I till remember 
my first vi sit to San Francisco when l was twelve yea rs 
olrl. As we were riding pas t Candlcs1i ck Park on o m 
way nonh from the a irport. o ur host informed 11 s th a t 
1his a rea didn '1 " rea ll y" count as San Francisco. I 
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wonder where he thought the thousa nds of residents 
here " rea ll y' ' did count? 

Aclua ll y 1he Bays hore is a far more stable San 
Francisco di strict than some o lder neighborhoods. 
such as Hai g ht -Ashhury or ob Hill , wi 1h th e ir 
1ransient po pulations. Single-fami ly hom es with 
nea r lawn s dominate, about half of th em owned by 
the tenan1 s. But des pite a simi la rity in both a ppea r
a nce and hi s1ory a mong th e neighborhoods o f th e 
Baysho re, t.hc freeway fun c1ions almost as a color bar 
10 di vide the area into black and white ec1or . 

Bayv iew- Hun1 ers Point, 10 the eas t of IOI , is 66 
percent black. which represem s the grea tes l concen
tra tion of bl ac ks in the c ity. Portola , Exce lsio r, 
Visitac io n Va ll ey, a nd Crockt--r-Amazon make up 
what I ca ll the McLa ren Park area. This secto r is 
about 5 percent. black, 60 percent white , a nd 13-29 
percent Latino (Vi sitacion Valley is the exception , 
with 29 percent of the neighborhood black). 
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T he McLaren Park area surrounds the cily 's 
second largest park (after Golden Gate Park), while 
an abandoned (since 1974) shipyard and a baseball 
stadium domina1e Bayv iew- Hunters Point. McLaren 
Park residems have a liule more money an<l a lot less 
cr ime tha n 1hose in Bay view-Humers Point, but 
residents of both sides of the freew ay are moslly 
skilled laborers who a re s truggling with hi g h 
unemployment. · 

Like mosl of San Francisco, the Bayshore was 
once pan of a Spanish land grant. Bayv iew-Humers 
Poim, under the name Rancho Rincon de las Sa linas 
y Potrero Viejo (nea r the sa lt flats and o ld pasture), 
belonged 10 Jose, Bernal in 1834. La Puma de Conca 
(Seashe ll Po int) beca me known as Hunters Pui1:ll 
aher 1he Hunter Brothers bought the land to develop 
a town a t the time of the Go ld Rush. 

During the 1860s, William Ralston, director of 
the California Steam Navigation Compa ll y, spent 
more th all $ I rn i II ion to bui Id a granite drydock at the 
poin t tha t was used unlil 1916. While oxen hauled 
swne from Sacramemo for the pier, George Hearst 
auempted lo lurn the land he owned al Candleslick 

• Point imo a fancy res i<lenlial area, lhe new Rincon 
Hill. 

But nothing seemed LO la ke hold on lhe point 
besides shipping a nd caul e slaugh lering, des pite the 
brief success of a thea ter, lhe Bayview Opera Ho use, 
and lhe Bayview Race track . Peopl e never rea lly 
moved lo the area until World War II made Hunters 
Point the bigges t shipyard on the West Coast. The 
18,500 employees, many of them black southerners, 
moved into temporary housing on Hunters Point 
Ridge. By the time the freewa y appea red in 1952, 
Hunters Poim was a black neighborhood composed 
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o f ri ckety tempo rary hou ses. The Redeve lopmen t 
Agency has spent abou1 thirt y years replacing the 
World War II buildings with publi c housing, a 
process tha t's still going Oil. 

Bayview-Humcrs Poin1 lqoks like a place that hit 
bouom and is slowly startin g a change for the heller. 
lleyond the a uto wreckers of th <.: o ld llu1cl1cr1 ow n, the 
bulldoLers on Hunters Point Ridge, and the barren 
slree1s of Bayview are a uraclive, la ndscaped housing 
complexes and Yo ungblood Coleman Playground, 
ope11t'd in 1979. 

The old Victo rian Bayview Opera House (47045 
T hird Slree l) has been renovaled and is run by the 
Neig hborhood Ans Program . Theater produuions, 
classes in da nce, µhotography, a nd yoga, anJ a 
seniors' choir a re offered fr ee of cha rge . Ma ny 
residcms actively panicipa le in the Bay view- Hunt ers 
Poim Coordinating Council , or Jo inl Housing 
Cornrniuee. They're working to cut down O il lhe 
area's bigges l problems- crime and unemploymt:nt. 

Some blacks have moved oul of the neighbor
hood and across the freeway 10 Portola o r Vi sitacion 
Vall ey, espec ia lly lO th e µubli c ho us ing th e re. 
G en eva Towers was one o f th e fir s t inleg rated 
projects in lhe cily, a lthough nearby Sunnydale had 
res tri tions aga in sl blac ks . Laws uits later slruck 
dow n lhe racist requiremem, and now Sunnyda le is 
a lmos t a ll black. Sun nyda le is a depressing area of 
burned -out dwellings, armored swres, and motel
like apanmen ls. 

Portola is a much li velier neighborhood, with a 
busy commercia l center a long San Hruno Avenue. 
The old Avenue Theater (2650 San Bruno) shows 
si lent film s every Friday to a rather aged crowd. The 
audience arrives early Lo sing o ld songs accompanied 
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by the Wurlitzer orga n . There are more beautiful 
examples o( a rt deco palaces in San Fra nc isco, but 
none with a more genuine Twentie fee l. 

Stree t name. ;-iround th e Port o la Recrea tion 
Center reca ll the pl an to site City College here yea rs 
ago. Oxford , Camhridge, Yal e, Harvard , and Mt. 
Hol yoke treet seem out of place in a n a rea where 
ha)( th e residents h ave less than a hi g h schoo l 
education . 

Porto la a nd Visitacion Vall ey, like Crocker
Amazon a nd Exce ls ior, once had sizab le Ita li a n 
population . After th e earthquake, man y Ita li ans 
and Iri s h moved out to th e rura l c it y aro und 
McLaren Park. The park served as a tent city in 1906. 
Ital ian deli s and res taurants abou nd here. Ca ffe Le 
Bolte ( 1166 Geneva) is a pa rticular ly good, informal 

ristora nte 111 Crocker -Amazon . The la tes t ethni c 
group to arrive in Excelsior and Crocker-Amazon are 
Latinos, moving south fro m th e Mi-;sion . 

Every l.HH.l y shops on Exce ls ior Ave nu e and 
Mi ss io n S tree t , the maj o r co mm erc ial s tree ts. 
Althoug h Mi ssion, th e o lder stree t. d ispl ays a f w 
Victori ans, bo th bouleva rds are overly wide, ha re o f 
trees, and singularl y ug ly, as are man y of th eir sirle 
streets. 

Right now the Bayshore's majo r asset, McLaren 
Park, is under-used and full o f a r o ni sts . It certainl y 
is not a draw for outsiders. But wou ld res idents want 
it to be? While th ere 's nothing spectacul ar about th e 
Bayshore and indeed a lo t th a t 's downri ght ugl y. it is 
a s ta bl e area where fa mili es ca n own th e ir ow n 
homes. They certa inl y count as Sa n Franciscans. 
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