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When Harry Aleo (inset)"handed out -ci'-letter t~~hfs -.. s co~c;..n·ing ,ih 
Portal home he had ,no idea how many 9oncerne ts .would turn.._o" 
the ostensibly 'to~ ~.rfme' area. · •• ~ i ., . • , :·t" ·: ,-1 _~:- , 

·- .. • ~) • • ~ .. J"::- .. " ~ •. i ,; .. { J't1f- • -
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Like the thousands of other 
,an Franciscans who are burglar
zed every· month, Harry Aleo was 
mgry and frustrated when he came 
1oµie from golfing one day last 
nontb, and found his front door 
;mashed. 

' ·;. 
The 56-year-old insurance and 

·ea! estate broker was amazed, 
1owever, that the daylight burglar 
~onld break through his solid-panel, 
1ouble-lock door without any of his 
West Portal . neighl:)cirs appar~ntly 
ti.earing it. • 

+ ~ ;, •• • 

. before. AIJ,d in his district, 15 homes 
had beeri robbed within the pre
yious three weeks. 

"I was shocked to find so much 
criminal activity in this district, 
which is supposed to be a low-crime 
area," he said . .''I found peopl,e who 
had been wiped out by )>urglars, 
and it wasn't just one or two, or one 
gang. There were obviously a 'great 
number operating." 

amazed him still furth~r. 'ite 'wrote • 
anotl:ler letter and disfributed it, 

, saying the situation was jnore 
serious than. he \bougl}t. • • , • , 
• •' I:, ,;,r 

He told his" neighbors the ·pos ' 
lice were too· l?hort-hartded to be : ,, 
solely relied µpon. T}\ey ,must all '· 
become "nosef' neighbors, A.Jld lie ,( 
s~ggested volunteer }?lock patrols. ·• 
'F111ally, he called a meeting at the • 

• West Portal Library fgr last night. _·,, 

Aleo, a short sandy-haired man, The turnout staggered· not·o~ly 
resolved to do something. Jie typed Aleo, but the police brass who 
out a Jetter to his neighbors, showed \JP· "T~is is not a • high- , 

. duplicated · t,500 copies, and iabori- · cnme area, but'jt sure as heck looks 
ously hand-delivered them. ' like it to me," , the pleased / Aleo 

Joked. , .•· . . , • • 
, ,; His loss wasn't great -r <} bout· · " • • J '., • :. • •• .;: ~-
$600 jn .,walc~es .and jeweJry, and • "My nam.~ is Harr_y. Aleo •• :': }he , ~ore than 35p persons ja~med 
family heirlooms~ but it meant a . )etter began .. ! am wntmg ... regard- th~ 4.brary~ M!l~Y Jatecom(jrs mid to 
lot to him and he wanted to ~atch , ,mg a very senqus problem. I r~fer ., be turned a:,yay. 1, ,t , . , 
the thief He began checkin " •th·' l.to the unbehevably large number :· , , • , " _. _ ,_- . • • 
his neighbors. g wi o! ~urglaries -· occurring . in. our 4 They heard Capt. _Edward -Lah- ' 

. . d1stnct." erty • of Taraval Station tell how 
What he~ found , amazed him ,, · .. ?razen the l>urglars ,>i:ere . becom-

even mo.re. g;hree •>Or four llomei. (~'. Aleo. went .. on to , explain h·ow 1ng. Despfie tp.11t, the a..e:rage day 
had beeq brqken into in his bloclc: ·1 people· must help themselves, and • watch ~onststed of only 27 officers 
of Forest : . .Sige • ,just a short time " be alert for strangers. The resp!)nse to patrol ll squ~re mile~. ,, 

t''...,.'. ·' ' • •• 

Lt. Frank Jordon from the 
hief's office exp)ained that tµex:e 
ere more than 16,700 burglarie 
rough·out The City in the first 

nine months of this year. Only 65 
of those took place in the Tarava 
district, he sai~: • 

He told the,'attentive, but fr 
rated, homeowners how ,,th 
mild prevent ·more- than 85 '> p 
ent of "opportunity" burglaries 

·mproving locks;' window -fastenin 
arid other measures., • -~ ;: ., : . -

Tbe restdent~ .discussed .bi~i 
private policerrien, and -ent~'U • ' 
cally en,!iorsed Jhe idea of .co 
uting $2-,or· $3 ~ ·!110 an . 
bur_glary. :fUIJ.d .. w-d'• . '"~:,., 
· ½., .... _,,.~.: .. • ~41::~~< :.~1~~" 

''"As• 'the·;~-~etm ed , t 
';[i.$ 'f~ter; lliey¾toocfona e1ap' 
nd -ctieered'Aleo-;the man who 
_rQught ~-ell!,));qt ·of tbe!f ap 

', "·rhef oi;v-ionsit te -. ' 
a enough anp-'no • 
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