
After selhng 
a home, tell 
IRS~fast 

HE EW tax law ntains a 
provision that for home 
seller to report their prof­
its to the I right a ·a .. 

even if·they owe 110 tax.. 
This may seem like -a lot of both­

er. but the ffiS constders it a posi­
tive move lor two reasons: 

• The go\.·emment 'WiJJ get 
about $250 million a year more in 
tax than it now collects from 
hom transactions because man\' 
horn '.lrners have failed to !"epo • 
their pro i in th p- -t. 

~ ·1L,~ a re rt ver. tim u 
rno,'f' gives you a rec rd that's like­
ly to ome in handy some a. if. ou 
actuall hav to tally how much 
::-.,1 owe the government. H's a !a1r-

1 .~~QtiiVG1N nw1=:,1y• J- w-v~ ~ t !, ,,, " AJJ; -1 ; o 

I Ec1ectic Fillmore ·neighborhood: changing everyday 
By Bradl~ Inman 
S?ECW. TO 1l£ EXAMIM:J'I 

AKE 10 minutes to walk 
the five blocks along San 

rancis~o•s Fillm(lre 
Stree from Californt. 

Street to Geary Boulevard and you 
see wh. it's bard to pigeonhole 
this oeighbotbood . . 

For now, it's rich; 1t's :ooor, it's 
white, it's gay, it's -stniight, it's . 
Asian. it's black, it's old, new, It's 
funky. it' chin, it's dowdy, and it·s 
glil~·- Th. part of Fillmore 
doesn 't fit ne.atly into a neighbor­
hood box. 

You can bu • a dress at Mio's for 
or a skirt for $1. at the 

Gooch~ill store. own a SJ million 
horn near -California, ren an 
partment for l than $500 

ti'i!~~·~;;;-::: J{r{.~ • • •• • • 
Ata glance.-,'_./.- • -, 

Area: The "new" Filimore 
·Location: Five-block -area 
a long Fi llmore Street 
between Geary Bouie atd 
end California Street in 
The City 

• Description: In transi tion 
and not easy to 
pigeonhole; very divers~; 
new condo projects mix 
with older, established 
homes 
Cost range: t ew condos 
begin a t _ 11:,000, bu! 
fi nding a single -family 
Victo ian un er $300,000 
takes !ots of luc ; 
apartmenis ca be found 
for under $500 a mont 

J~- complex proces , involvin1; 11g- 1 
ures from every house you've e\.er 

around Gea _·. buy a cent donut 
at Rolim Pin Donuts and dine on 
a l'i steak at Pacific Heights Bar 

Q'l.\'I} . 

Here's how it works: 
The Nelsons buv · their first 

house ior Sl00,000, paying -closin 
C<b""tS of $8,000. 'Ibey .add on a room 
cos--Jng n2.ooo before they sel.l the 
hous six years later for fl .OOJ. 
Closmg co~ts at -the sale com to 
tl~O 

~ LC k uiate the gain, the ·e -
so~ mu f;rst fig ur out their ''ba­
s· ·," •~:hi· is iheprice theypai or 
t!le b;ol.15 , plus any closin cos• . 
ieg i and the cost of perma-
nent h'Dprovemen 

t eir ca.s . that's Sl . 
in ci 

prove. 

l tb0 ~ 

r ( 

::hgw 

- See r.S. F-2 

a11d Grill. 
1 • The stereotype that best fi 
j Fillmore Stree is that it's a chang-

l .ing neighborhood. 
This explains why the people 

I who live and work bereare having 
• trouble giving the neighborhood a 

name that sticks. Depending -on 
whom you talk to. it's called Fill­
more Street. the Upper Fillmore, 
th ·ew Fillmore, Baja Pacific 
Hei2bts, Western Addition, or 
Lo -er Pacific Heights. And 110-
body agrees on the boundaries. 

Corner of Sutter and Fillmore streets, where new cc,ndos m x wfth old ha nts 

You hear talk about a healthy d1- ,;eloper Don Ti.shman tops off his 
versity along Fillmore, but iI the 1,1 it Fillmore Center just 
neighborhood c ntmu jts likely - south of Geary. 

Each name has an agenda. pattern. "'that descrip i n -will bl~ Awa ened from i- long slum-
There are those wb ·welcom g n- come archaic. Li ·e i or not, the ber. the Fillmore will become 
trification. those .who.can't relat ge trification was in~·itabie. -even more tre;1dy. 

I to toe Pacific Heigh crow . . • mor is surrounded by ec , Toda: ' old redevelopment bat-
) those ho can 't relate to poverty. nomically successful areas th,~t tlefield.s srt> being i;upplanted b. 
l and those who pretend the neigb- create a pe ec co. ten for new- .l· new condo and a "rtment com-
I • hood is sometbin it JSD 'L bo-rbood change: :Pacific Heights ple:xes, -old-tL'lle .. usinesses ar 
i Som want it mor upscale som to th north. apa Town to t l. moving ou and • utiques are 
l • nt it to SU!\_· mixed an • so e d • J b east a Laur i Hei.zhts to •., moving . ruon 'r . t- • e ar-

wish it had never begun ctlangin -. . west. "Th inal loop i ~the squee :e ~re tak.mg hold and old jazz ban 
Tb OJ fusion • ·p end n. will be "' . . when n?al estate ce- outs are lo g gone. 

A.c. merchant Ruth Garland 
Dewson says, .her Nail Gallery 
sho and Leon ·s Bar-B4ue are the 
only NO remaining black busi­
nesses north of Pin - an area 
that once had many bl ck mer­
chants. 

IL not a conspiracy: These 
events seem .to be ine 'll.sble in 
undervalued neighborhoods in 
San Francisco's hot real estate 
market - ·her lot!! or pro e y 

.is. .overvalue:!, F in\·estors, Fill­
more i31ike.an ideal takeover c:an-

didate: for tbC>Sf> who are forcec 
out, it's a.kin t0 being bought out 
without a golden pa:-ac:hute. 

1n other neighborhoo~. where 
gentrification has occurred house 
by house, change has been slower 
and a period of ethnic and ec~ _ 
nomic diversity lasts longer. , 

But bere, because of redevelop­
ment agency actions and de­
pr~ land values, la.rrre sites 
wer made av liable th3t le<l to 
the developmenr of majo::- res1 en• 
tial projects - suddenl ' attract­
ing hundreds of young singles 
from th Financial Distr~ct. W th 
them come their shcp:,, bars and 
restaurants - Harry's et al. -
which accoun• for the changing 
fac of the Fillmore commercial 
1,trip. 

Furthermore, the changes o.n J 
Fillmore are synchronized w!lh •

1 
the gentrificatio snowball that is 

- See UVi "G, -F.J 
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11na tion charges 
houQing rn rk c>t la ' t'. Inst a . H1 ,y 
or ~ue that th inJ11~11 is oming 
I ' 

ca~ a~nlnst a West! Ide apartment 
c Ir heckers . -

rtPnt 
th Ir 
nt th e 

~-1;--:rr.c 

'.'In dis rimination r also 
I rpetua tf' I by lan<llordc; hot II 
. r , pt' ti vP. ,en.in ts tha an adver­
.is<'d a1 artm nt 1a air ad b <' 1 

ntPd or Iha 1 h re is a waifing list. 
11 th 80s. rnrial and se. ual slurs 
1ia:; hr r.1 rcfu lly avoidf'<I, h I t.h 
. ult is the same if p opt ar d 

iPd arl' s to housini;! . 
~- 1 ~in'! " heck r,;" to identJfy 

1 off mJ rs. onpr fit r ir hous-
1 1 groups are atl mp ing to grap­

wilh this mor complicated 
rm or dis<'riminalion. They ~encl a 
hite and then lat r a minority cou­

to cPk :m apartment In the 
me uilding. Ir the " heck rs" 
~ tr at, <l dlf! e tly. th r may 

vid nc that the mam1ger or 
1er i t'ngaglng in a pa tern of 
rimination. 

For .xa rnple. tll WPslsid Fair 
ui-inP ( 'nnn<'i l _in I ns : l"!; 
ct this 1 hniqm' to b11 'ld a court 

pied 1p th oumtw>r of 
va nci may, in th short term, be 
hf'lping to reduce housing dl~crlml­
nation. When landlord bav more 
competition In the rental m rket, 
they arr less likely to discriminate, 
according to Ann Marquart, Dir -
tor or peratlon . ntinel, a non­
profit fair hou~lng group located on 
the Stanford cam pm;. 

arquart believes that th over­
all atmo phere may b changing. 
"There Is stlll tact m and child di -
crlmfnafon, but l think th envl­
ronm nt is Improving; our popula­
tion l!ii gettlhg better educ•ted." 

Nevertheles.'!, Marquart and oth­
er fair hou Ing leaders worry about 
the people who tlon't realiz hat 
thr hav been dlscrlmh1ated 
against as well as tho. e who don ·t 
r port it when th y know the. have 
b en victimized. 

" ' ;ii, • d.!i l irne, OU J)f'fC II go 
un Pported," says Marquart. 

1t mart Owner needed 
fortable living In a g nlus 
1e th y do not unde tand. 

en ision d, the sm rt house 
re eivP lep ned i 1!ltruc-

1, uch as to turn on t e o,•en, 
th omeowner to smoke or 

probl ms, and turn ofr llr,lhts 
1 a per on leav the m. It 
,rott.>et kids too. 
1e mart house is being devel­

Y th National As.c;o iation f 
, Bulklf' rs and its a o ·int 

Foundation. Now in thP lnb• 
·y stag P, it might b demon­
d In late 1009 and made com­

ly available .soon aft r . 
,ed hy it I be ng dev oped, 

man for the foundation ob­
that so many patchwork 

, s for automating hous 
b ing d V lop cl that they 

it hrst h hcgin from 

scratch and r think the ntlre mat­
ter. 

If it turns out as plann !d, a rhlp 
in each smart-hom1 d vi e and Rp­
pllance will Id ntlfy what Is being 
phig " l~~o ,:.ny outM, s weil as 
the spedflc amount of current 
needed ror its operation. 

Only art r this Id ntlflc tlon is 
made can the device receive ur-

. reht. n,us, a baby sticking a Cini;? r 
into a smart-house outlet would not 
be h rmed becll s Its f nger Is not 
an authorized device. 

Th smart ho111e looks after lt.s 
oc 1pants, no matter how ab­
sent-mind .d . It can, for xampl . be 
In tructed not to pr vlde power to 
an electric gui ar plugged into a 

- S' ~ SMAFt''r, F-<1 
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IVING 
-From F-1 

n hodl ally rolling ottth down 
the hill from Pa ifk Heights. 

, have hanged 
, t, 11 both the Fillmo Mer• 
hantc; Asso ' iatlon and the West­
rn ddition Neighborhood As o-

ciat'o r main active and 
ontinu to monitor private and 

puhllc dPvelopm nt s hemf'S. 

. Hou Ing costs ref! t the 
ch.11 ging d mographlcs. PrlcPs in 
severa l new condo proj cts In the 
arpa 1 ' In at I 75,000. 11d any n~ 
who finds a !ling! family I tori­
an In th ar a for less than 
$300.000 is lurky. ac ording to Al­
<lo Qngf or 1 Gu ire Real E.,tate. 

Rent,; lh the new 2000 rost 
ap· rtm ht proj • t start at $695 for 
a !itud io and go up from there. You 
r n find m r affordable rents in 
th neighborhood, but you won't 
get the i;ame health-related arneni­
ti l's f a ured in the Po d velop­
ment. 

All or th ·s I ,ads me to believl' 
1.i:lat m r asons one chooses to 
live or do bu iness in aod around 
Fillmore Sir ' l today may not b 
the same r asons someone might 
decide to be there in a few short 
years. 

On My LI able and Sen,lblc 
Sule: Tak qui k look. Fillmor 
S r t Is changln before your 

yes. 

Concord leasing deal 
for Schne • der realty 
EX MINER S AFF n£POIH 

al-Pac Roofing East Bay Inc. dr 
Fremont has I as d 3,000 square 
r et of in ustrial space at 4070 Nel­
son A . in on ord. ac' ordfng to 
Dau O' onnell of Im Ider Com­
mer lal Heal Es alP, who repre-

nl •d th e ten nt. ' • ~-
he deal as alu d a $102,. , . 

1' 1e l<>s~or was Bedford Prop r • s 
of Lafay • tc. 

AWARD :WINNI 

ELEGANc· 
FO~ _-SALE 

' 
Th 01 portunity is rJ. 1 

disappe' ring for YOU c 
wn a c mpletel new, lwt­

uriou c ndo within the p -
!ati al e~ irons of t~i S a~-
1sh R v1v I landJti 'rk, w· , 
lu sh g~rdens, courtyar, , 
f unt a ,n, and a fres!: 
d med rccreat'on :Cen .1. 
Aero s fr m a. ,,woo la 
park,. ~P ctacular ·: etty ,'f!. 
Ba v,ew ate affot'detl a\T 
mo t ev ry 'unit. With t,o 
few un its Jertljour '·ihveit­
mcn t at p rk Hill is sec.'4re, 
so don't hesita te to se¢i ~qr 
y nr<.:t:lf , hy· Pn:-k 

1 
. •,• if 

clling more -rapid ly ~ ~ 
any th r condo in the 1 ;:, 

One Bedro~, Ohe B • 
from$l 39,00 to$188,5 , 
Two Bedr m;': Two BatH1 

180 degree view luxury~ 
u11its, from $230,000 to 
$ 80,00 . Some with decks, 
balconie, , high cathedf,iJ 
V:indows, . l 2' ceil ings, 2 !19-
n sand m re. 

5 BAYVIEW 
TWO-BEDROOMS LEFt! 

Call us at 
863-7400 
for appointment 

1~1 and s Ir• omce opell 124 clllfy 
!\~5 llu~na \'i~le A>e. f.u l, S.F. . 

PARK H .ILL 
I muh•mt '< ln1ne 1111'- o lw1t t r'lr,- tfty J .. : 
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1na tion charges 
rh hnuQing markrt pl:wr. TnstP:id. thc•y 

:i r l!UP. that thP inJ11.~tice is hecoming 
le~<: blatant. 

" ohody puts si,z ns on their 
rlonr~ that -::i_v W P don 't want these 
typr-s of pPopiP ... !-av~ Earl Sulla­
w:i~·- Di:-puty 1.l irPr tor of Plf' DIBH. 
wpp • rn , r<! q:MI., f~ ,,,f 1~ 
!le~ f"' - ,, ..,.~1••~,~~ •., '""Ji• ~ -::-- -v•--'.,... ~ l 

~-:-,; --~~-. 

:r .,. ~ ;. ,.,,,_ - . ..,.,.. f.1:?<11',:rr,:fs Tl:!"? 

~·ir~ •wy !'tancfar le; t0 discrim i­
nat 0 ;i g~in!ft chilrlrrn :ir ording to 
DFEI I Direc tor T:tlm:irlrr Jonrs. 
" \\'hrn J J;m<iln~ r· ,-:iy d k bt~ 

P ~ - ~~,...-r.-i~ --rr l..,--: Ttl ·P~.k 
, 1',•-.c:- • • d 1P.::.r-- --;r':"".: __..,~~---

1:-;1 j!1 ' ":i ,--,-,- ,: ,':,_ 

~ ,, - n( tl iscrim ination ;ire also 
11 pl'rppt11 :1trrl hy landlPrrts who tell 
11 ' Jr~, ,,,,ti \·e t"n:int<: th:it ::in ad\·er­
~ I i~Pd "l';i rtment h:i<: :i lr C':idv heen 
1"1 ent rd 11 r th;it thc r r i~ a w:i.i1ing list. 

1 nth" flfr-. r:wi:il :111rl spxua l slurs 
I qa\· lw r.1 rdullv ,1\·nidP<I hut the 
1~ I cs;J lt is th!' s:iniP if pf'(I J1l~ arc de­
e' ir-rl nr1·"'.:s to ousin g. 
~~ H\· 1 ~ing "<:hffkpr ..; " to idenUfy 

1
t( l P. nff,,nde~. nonprofit fair hous­

me 1g groups are :il.f Prnpting 1 o grap­
~ tr r with this more romplkated 
evi rm nf di s(-rim inatinn . They scnci a 

1 1
hite and then tale r a niinr1rity cou­

ril ~ to Sf'r>k :in apartment in the 
For me buildinJ?. If the "1' hP<:k1>rs" 
usiJ c t real Pd differently. there may 
d ti "videnc t!°'.at the m,mager or 

n~r is PnP,aginJ? in a pattr:rn of 
criniination. 
For f'Xn rnple, thf'" i>stsiriP Fair 
usinP f 'onnl'il in I .1><: .i\!HH'!~ 
d this I r r tmiq11P to b11ild a court 

forl 

ra~r against a Westc:lde apartment 
compl 1> :1: whrrr their checkers ex­
perirnr!'<l diffn"l1tial treatm1mt 
on t hrPe differC'nt occasions ac­
cording to WFHC Executive Direc­
tor 81:mche Rosi fr. 

f'~ir bottc:t. f! i:n'I'~~ ,2~ 

1-v♦. ~-Y~'I'~~-~ 

~ ~ ~ '"""!!T. '7'T" .:n,_, '!c.cif' rt.,, 
~ 4 ... ~ ~..m: ~ ~rrr- . ?,~C' 

-:fr~ t1'P i.,;!rolord Of o'IV'Oer d~n ·t 
u·an! r; !"'!nt to. '"The rent might he 
S'2m hi_gher or thC' sN:urity drposlt 
mieht he much lar~er.'' ~"~ Ros-
}{lf'. ___ ,,__ • 

.·It • 5:-z~.,..~!'~J 

:,..1--- • ,: .. ~ ~'f'l"1lr.r:on ~m 
~rt h~ ~ up t.hf" numt.w>r of 
,•acanri':'"- may, in the short term. he 
hl'lping to re<luce ht using discrimi­
nat ion. V.:hP.n landlords have more 
comJ')f'tilion in the rent.al market. 
they arr!~ likely to discriminate. 
according to \nn Marquart, Direc­
tor of Oper:ition Sentinel, a non­
prorit fair hou~inl! group located on 
the Stanforrl campus. 

tarriuart helieves that the over­
all atmn~p here may he changint?. 
"Th Pre i~ still racism and child dis­
criminat'on, hut l think the envl­
ronmPnt. is improvln~: 011r popula­
tion is gP.tting hettPr educ3ted." 

evertheleo:s. Marquart and oth­
er fair housing leaders worry about 
the peopiP. who don't realize t hat 
they have been discrlmhtated 
a ea.inst as wrll as tho:-e who don't 
r Pport it when they know they have 
heen vicf imized. 

"Li h.o:: d.li f u ime. ~~• iw.rcent go 
unreporte-::1." says Marqu:irt. 

~erc' lt smart Owner needed 
I, 

th fortahh-' living In a gi>nlus 
ror. ·e the~ '.lo not understand. 

scratch and n:think the entire mat­
ter. 

LIVING 
-From F-1 

methodically rolling snu th cfown 
the hill from P:icifir. HPil!hts. 

AWARD WIN ' 

\ ELEGAN 
-.i FOR ··sAL . . 

ot too Ion!? a20. the change!i 
seem':'d unl ikf'ly. fordf'Qd~. filf. 1 • 

r.11:""~.,..~~~~ ~ ! 
~~ t.~ ~" ~ - .. -t ~ I 

r~ .. :-,~ ~ <!' . re threat ~~·nE'd ~ -! 
• ....r~ .. -r:~ ;e,:~i 'm? t!I .. !:'rir.,t cf I 
community activic:m, and ~ras.<:-
roots leadrr.; worke<1 for dPCadP.s , 
to tame the re<1rvelopmi>nt bull­
dorer. ri<'ht r,ff ~lininS!. im~ , 
:~ ~~~ ~ uoa r~ ~ : 
.~ -.: _s.-.~ ·-~ 

The is:~u~ ha\·e chamiro somE-­
what. but hoth the Fillmor e Mrr­
chant.'- Association and he W~­
ern ,\dd it.io n pighhorhood A~'>­
ciation rPmain active anri 
<:0ntin11e to monitor private anri 
puhllc devt>lopment schemPs. 

. Housing cost'- reflect thP. 
ch:inging df'mngraphics. PrirPs in 
sevl'ral •ww condo project.s in thr 
11rPa hegin at $175,11XJ. And an ynnf' 
v. ho finrls a !'ingl P-famil y irtor·­
an In the arPa for l~s than 
$:)10.000 is lu rky. acr:orrlin~ to Al­
do Cnnr-f nr 1rGulre RP.al f:'ltate. 

Rents In the new 2000 P~t 
apartm{'ht project start at ~5 for 
a ~tmlio and go 11p Crom there. You 
ran find more affordable rentc; in 
the nr.ighh rhood, hut you won't 
get the same health-related ameni­
ties f eahre<I in I.he Post ct evelop­
ment. 

All of this h!ads me to helievr 
ihat the reasons ()fie chooses to 
li ve or do hu-;iness in and around 
Fillmore Street tod;ty may not be 
the same reasons someone might 
decide to bi> there in a few short 
years. 

On My J,ivahle and Sen!!lhle 
Sn IP.: Take a <Jnlck look. Fillmore 
Street Le; chl'ngin~ before your 
eycs. 

The Opportunity is 1 
disappeJ ring for YOU 
own a c mpletely new. l· 
urinu s cnndo within the 1 

hi ial cn \' irons of this Sp; 
i i-11 Reviva l larrdm ark. w 
lush ga rdens . cou rtya r 
fountain, and a frest. 
rl,Jmcd recreation .. cen ' 
/\cross from a - ,: woo 
park. spectacuHir ·: etty . 
Bay viewc; arc affortled a 
most cve rv unit. With s 
few units iert~ /o~r '.inve~: 
mcnt at Park Htll 1s secqr( 
so don't hcsit-a te to se~ fc 
yn ursclf wh y- Pa~k H;;i './ 
selling more rapidly tiillr 
anv other condo in the ci .· ., . . , 

One Bedro~, Ohe Ba. I· 
from $139,000 to$ t 88,500, 
Two Bedroom ,'''Two Bath~ 
180 degree view_ htitury '1J1d 
units. from S230,000 to 
$380,000. Some with decks, 
balconies_, _ hi~ 

1 a i ~ r.nv1~1oncd. the sm;,rt house 
rot receivr tP.lephonPri in'ltruc­
le 11 :. ~uch a~ to _turn on the oven, 

y ti the homeowner to smoke <'r 

If it turns out ~ planned, a rhlp 
in Pach ~mart-hou!le device and AJ>­
pllance will Identify what ls being 
,,t,,n,..~ ,_._ - -•· ..,.. . . .. , . • -- - ...... .__:=--._.;- - -- - -·-- --

~ ---
! 
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